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PREFACE 


The  writing  of  a  history  of  Fayette  County's  part 
in  the  Great  World  War  was  first  instigated  by  the  War 
Records  Section  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library. 
In  correspondence  with  Ira  D.  Lakin,  editor  of  the  Van- 
dalia  Union,  it  was  urged  that  the  war  records  of  Fay- 
ette County  be  preserved  in  some  permanent  form  and 
that  a  committee  should  take  the  work  in  charge.  The 
committee  as  finally  selected  and  approved  by  the  State 
office  was  composed  of  the  following:  Judge  William 
M.  Farmer,  chairman,  Ira  D.  Lakin,  F.  E.  Crawford,  C. 

F.  Easterday,  N.  C.  Gochenour,  Dr.  A.  L.  T.  Williams, 

G.  L.  Hausmann  and  Will  P.  Welker. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  Jan.  21,  1921,  it 
was  definitely  decided  that  the  history  would  be  pub- 
lished in  book  form  and  the  writer  was  asked  to  under- 
take the  task  of  compiling  and  writing  it.  The  work 
was  undertaken,  although  somewhat  reluctantly,  and 
has  been  pushed  as  rapidly  as  other  pressing  duties 
would  permit. 

The  task  has  been  a  peculiarly  difficult  one;  pro- 
gress has  been  slow,  owing  alike  to  the  limited  amount 
of  time  at  the  writer's  disposal  and  the  many  difficulties 
encountered  in  gathering  authentic  data.  No  time  nor 
pains  have  been  spared  to  make  the  work  accurate  in 
every  detail.  It  has  entailed  a  voluminous  correspond- 
ence and  endless  searching  of  newspaper  files  and 
records  of  various  organizations  and  war  agencies. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  state  and  federal  departments 
have,  as  yet,  nothing  to  make  records  by  counties  avail- 
able, it  was  necessary  to  gather  all  material  within  the 
county  and  to  build  the  structure  of  this  record  from 
the  ground  up. 

In  some  branches  of  war  activity  the  available  ma- 
terial was  not  to  be  had  to  make  the  records  as  com- 
plete as  we  should  like  to  see  them;  but  by  far  the 
greater  task  hTthe  actual  work  of  writing  has  been, 
not  to  get  a  sufficiency  of  material,  but  to  select  from 
the  mass  of  material  gathered  that  which  was  of  real 


4  FAYETTE       COUNTY 

worth  and  discard  what,  even  though  interesting,  would 
add  nothing  to  the  value  of  the  work  as  a  document  of 
history.  / 

We  who  are  so  near  the  Great  War  so  lately  ended 
see  it  as  a  gigantic  subsiding  storm  cloud  yet  hovering 
on  the  horizon  and  which  we  are  anxious  to  forget. 
Therefore  it  is  not  for  those  of  the  present  but  for  those 
of  the  future  who  will  be  interested  in  the  war  record 
of  our  county  that  we  have  written,  and  the  object  con- 
stantly in  mind  has  been  to  make  this  record  worth 
while  to  them.  To  what  degree  success  has  been 
achieved  time  alone  will  be  able  to  tell. 

Much  valuable  assistance  has  been  given  the  writ- 
er by  various  individuals  throughout  the  county.  It  is, 
impossible  to  mention  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  im- 
mense task  of  gathering  material.  Invaluable  service 
has  been  rendered  by  the  publishing  firm  of  T.  N.  Lakin 
&  Sons,  in  granting  the  free  use  of  the  Vandalia  Union 
files  from  which  much  important  information  has  been 
gathered;  by  Mr.  William  Henry,  chairman  of  the 
draft  board  for  accurate  and  complete  records  of  the 
draft;  by  Mr.  Dan  Colburn  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  the  chapter  on  Company  I,  and  by  the  public  school 
teachers  of  the  county  in  combing  every  nook  and  cor- 
ner of  the  county  for  information  that  could  scarcely 
have  been  gathered  at  all  without  their  assistance. 

If  errors  have  crept  into  the  work  and  if  there 
have  been  any  omissions  they  are  due  to  limitations  be- 
yond the  writer's  control.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
to  make  the  records  complete  and  accurate  in  every 
detail  but  repeated  efforts  have  not  met  with  response 
in  a  few  instances.  We  refer  especially  to  the  memorial 
honor  roll  where  it  will  be  found  there  are  a  few  photo- 
graphs lacking.  Where  there  is  no  photo  of  one  of 
these  honored  sons  of  our  county  the  ommission  is  due 
either  to  no  photograph  being  available  or  the  failure 
of  relatives  after  repeated  appeals  to  send  to  the  writer 
the  photograph  requested. 

An  earnest  effort  has  been  made  to  give  in  the 
following  pages  a  consistent  record,  without  undue  ag- 
grandizement or  disparagement;  and  without  discrim- 
ination but,  in-so-far  as  has  been  humanly  possible, 
giving  all  features  the  attention  that  is  their  due. 

If  readers  in  times  that  are  yet  to  be  shall  sufti- 
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ciently  value  the  records  written  here  as  to  turn  to  these 
pages  and  here  read  the  story  of  the  sacrifices  made 
and  the  services  rendered  by  the  sons  and  daughters 
•of  Fayette  County,  in  the  service  and  at  home,  in  hu- 
manity's greatest  war,  then  the  object  of  this  little 
volume  will  have  been  achieved. 


Frederick  M.  Hanes. 


Lincoln's  Birthday 
Vandalia,  Illinois,  1922. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

FAYETTE    COUNTY    ENLISTMENTS. 


When  America  entered  the  Great  War  Fayette 
County  was  one  of  the  counties  of  the  state  that  pos- 
sessed a  trained  military  unit.  Company  I,  of  which  a 
detailed  history  is  given  elsewhere,  was  already  well 
trained  and  officered  and  after  being  recruited  up  to 
war  strength  was  soon  to  give  a  splendid  account  of 
itself  in  service  at  the  front.  In  addition,  recruiting  was 
rapid  as  Fayette  county  boys  entered  other  military 
units  of  the  U.  S.  service,  so  that  when  voluntary  en- 
listments were  discontinued  and  all  enlistments  made 
through  the  selective  service,  Fayette  county  had  a 
large  number  of  voluntary  enlistments  to  her  credit 
as  will  be  seen  elsewhere. 

Second  to  none  in  patriotic  zeal  and  in  service 
rendered  were  the  boys  of  the  selective  service.  Were 
it  possible  we  would  give  a  record  of  the  service  of 
these,  as  we  would  also  do  of  all  voluntary  enlistments 
outside  Company  I.  But  inasmuch  as  Company  I  is 
the  only  Fayette  County  military  organization  that  re- 
mained in  any  sense  intact  throughout  the  war  a  de- 
tailed account  can  only  be  given  of  the  service  of  this 
one  organization.  What  the  boys  of  Company  I  did, 
what  they  sacrificed,  what  glory  they  reflected  upon 
their  home  county  is  illustrative  of  the  achievements  of 
every  other  Fayette  county  boy  who  served  in  the  great- 
est war  of  history. 

Scattered  well  over  the  great  western  front,  serv- 
ing with  the  English,  serving  with  the  French,  serving 
with  the  Americans,  were  Fayette  county  men.  On 
U.  S.  battleships  and  submarines,  flying  through  the 
air,  training  in  the  various  military  camps ;  everywhere 
where  there  was  service  to  be  rendered  and  dangers  to 
be  encountered  they  were  to  be  found.  And  because 
they  were  not  privileged  to  serve,  with  but  the  one  ex- 
ception, as  a  unit,  deeds  of  heroism  and  acts  of  service 
deserving  Qf  a  place  in  our  county's  history  can  never 
be  chronicled,  and  we  must  content  ourselves  with  re- 
cording only  what  records  have  made  available. 
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VOLUNTEER  ENLISTMENTS 


Name 


P.  0.  Address 


August,  Wm.  Henry,  Vandalia 
Alsbury,  Tyner  B.  -  Vandalia 
Ashton,  Harry  Earl  -  St.  Elmo 
Andrews,  Van  _  Ramsey 
Ambuehl,  George  -  Farina 
Anderson,  Fred  -  Ramsey 
Atwood,  George  F.  -  Ramsey 
Arthur,  Loyd  County 

Alderson,  Dr.  Lee  -  Vera 
Allen,  Elvin  Lee  -  Brownstown 
Arnold,  Alfred  L.  -  County 
Albrecht,  Carl  H.  -  St.  Peter 
Bolds,  Walter  Raymond, 

Brownstown 

Bullington,  Henry  W.,  Vandalia 
Baldwin,  Robert  Erwin, 

Mulberry  Grove 

Britton,  Fred  M.  -  Vandalia 
Barnes,  John  C.  -  County 
Bolds,  G.  A.  Vandalia 

Bolt,  Melvin  A.  .  Vandalia 
Bruening,  Edward  John, 

Loogootee 

Bush,  Henry  -  Shobonier 
Brown,  Chesser  W.,  Vandalia 
Bolt,  Calvin  A.  -  Ramsey 
Buckmaster,  John  M.,  Ramsey 
Burcham,  James  A.  -  Vandalia 
Brown,  Nelson  -  Ramsey 
Berndt,  Arthur  N.  -  St.  Elmo 
Browning,  Asa  Marvin, 

Vandalia 

Bullington,  J.  J.  -  Vandalia 
Barr,  Noah  S.  -  Beecher  City 
Becket,  Cecil  Orville  -  Patoka 
Bartimus,  Walter  Reynolds, 

Beecher  City 

Bolds,  Aubrey  -  St.  Elmo 
Brown,  Emerson  M.  -  Hanson 
Buxton,  Joseph  F.  -  Shobonier 
Brown,  Allie  .  Vernon,  R.  1 
Bolyard,  Gabe  -  Vandalia 


Name  P.  O.  Address 

Bell,  Wm.  R.  -  Brownstown 
Baughman,  Herrick  A.,  Farina 
Bolds,  James  Kent  -  St.  Elmo 
Barr,  Noah  Stincen, 

Beecher  City 

Bush,  Ivory  -  Vandalia,  R.  2 
Bee,  Charles  O.  -  Farina 
Burk,  James  Lyman,  Vandalia 
Boye,  Walter  Fred  -  St.  Paul 
Bagley,  Jess  -  Brownstown 
Bail,  John  .W.  -  St.  Elmo 
Bolt,  Walter  A.  -  Ramsey 
Belcher,  Lester  Wayne, 

Patoka 
Belcher,  Frank  Porter, 

Patoka 

Belknap,  Clarence  -  Vandalia 
Bolds,  Lester  B.  -  St.  Elmo 
Buzzard,  Charles  Henry, 

Altamont 

Breeze,  Ralph  E.,  Brownstown 
Bail,  Percy  E.  _  County 
Bolds,  Eldin  E.  -  Brownstown 
Brouseman,  William  -  Farina 
Brown,  Revis  -  St.  Elmo 
Beesley,  Hartley  0.  -  County 
Blizzard,  Burton  -  St.  Elmo 
Clayton,  E.  P.  -  Vandalia 
Cheshier,  Jesse  Martin, 

Rock  Falls 

Card,  William  -  Vandalia 
Causey,  Wendell  -  Vandalia 
Crandall,  Charles  Leroy,  Farina 
Cox,  Fred  Vandalia 

Cotobius,  Harold  Exton, 

Vandalia 

Gates,  William  -  Vandalia 
Colbert,  Elvin  M.  -  Hagarstown 
Causey,  Elmer  W.,  Hagarstown 
Chitwood,  Leander  -  Vandalia 
Chappell,  Otis  J.  -  County 
Carson,  Elden  Ross  -  Vandalia 
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Name  P.  0.  Address 

Clark,  Allen  R.  -  Vandalia 
Cochran,  Dale  Ivan,  St.  Elmo 
Curry,  Claude  H.  -  Vandalia 
Carroll,  Franklin  O., 

Brownstown 

Cunningham,  John  E.,  Vandalia 
Colburn,  Noah  Daniel,  Vandaiia 
Carmack,  Reid  -  Chicago 
Gates,  Fred  Vandalia 

Cunningham,  James  C.  Ramsey 
Cook,  Fred  Ramsey 

Chuss,  Radford  -  Patokn 
Cosgrove,  Melvin  G.  -  Patoka 
Cloggett,  George  Welmer, 

Beecher  City 

Crawford,  Lewis  C., 

Brownstown 

Casey,  Fred  Ramsey 

Christie,  Marion  -  Patoka 
Campbell,  Ora  -  Vandalia 
Clark,  C.  A.  -  Vandalia 
Carroll,  Stanley  -  Brownstown 
Cox,  Charles  W.  -  County 
Cox,  Clare  F.  -  Vandalia 
David,  Manion  S.  -  Farina 
Durbin,  William  G.  -  St.  Elmo 
Darlington,  Lora  Jackson, 

Vandalia 

Doty,  Lloyd  E  .  -  Beecher  City 
Downing,  Monroe  S.  -  Farina 
Depew,  Theodore  R.  -  Vandalia 

Denning,  Melvin  Francis, 

Vandalia 
Darnell,  John  Henry, 

Vandalia,  R.   3 
Davidson,  Nova  Claude, 

Ramsey 

Davis,  Charles  L.  -  Vandalia 
Dothager,  Harlie  Henry, 

Mulberry  Grove 
Dayhuff,  Thos.  B.,  Beecher  City 
Davidson,  Vern  Claude, 

Shobonier 
Durbin,  Cloyd  Earl    -   St.  Elmo 


Name  P.  0.  Address 

Dial,  Bryan  St.  Elmo 

Davis,    Leo  Shobonier 

Depew,  Justin  Ramsey 

Donaldson,  Rency  Lee  Vandalia 
Delahunt,  John  T.,  Brownstown 
Donaldson,  E.  H.  -  Ramsey 
DeWerff,  Elmer  Morris,  Farina 
DeWerff,  Henry  August,  Farina 
Dillon,  Eugene  Farina 

Deckert,  Philip  A.  -  St.  Elmo 
Deremiah,  John  F.  -  St.  Elmo 
Emert,  Walter  -  Vandalia 
Eniert,  John  Vandalia 

Emerick,  Cecil  D.  -  Vandalia 
Easterday,  Fred  G  W,  Vandalia 
Eybel,  Ed  Jr  Pana 

Emert,  Calvin  A.  Vandalia  R.  * 
Eyestone,  Harold  _  St.  Elmo 
Emerick,  Harold,  Vandalia  R.  2 
Easton,  Harry  Rhyman,  Patoka 
Eckard,  Ira  Ramsey 

Ebelmesser,  C.  H.  -  St.  Elmo 
Estes,  Eddie  0.  -  Brownstown 
Fulkes,  Jas.  Wm.,  Beecher  City 
Feller,  Otto  -  St.  Elmo 

Ford,  George  Henry  -  Patoka 
Fellwock,  Henry  W.  -  Vandalia 
Forbes,  David  Vernon 

Farber,  Charles  L.  -  Ramsey 
Feezel,  Marlon  -  St.  Elmo 
Fogler,  Roy  St.  Elmo 

Frailey,  Clayton  _  Vandalia 
Finley  John  D.  -  Vandalia 
Fair,  Kirk  -  Brownstown 
Finley,  Dan  -  Ramsey 

Goad,  Edgar  Vandalia 

Goodwin,  Oscar  G.  -  St.  Elmo 
Goad,  John  Vandalia 

Griffith,  Frank  -  Vandalia 
Gelsinger,  Fred  Eugene, 

Vandalia,  R.  1. 

Goodbrake,  Harold  C.  Vandalia 
Greer,  Frank  -  Vandalia 
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Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Goodson,  Glen  -  Brownstown 
Grubaugh,  Homer  Eugene 

Beecher  City 
Grubaugh,  John  Elden 

Beecher  City  R.  2 

Grandfield,  Cecil  E., 

Brownstown 

Girard,  F.  T.  -  Shobonier 
Hankins,  Harry  H.  -  Vandalia 
Hawley,  Lawrence  E.,  St.  Elmo 
Hill,  Vernie  Albertus,  St.  Peter 
Hiatt,  Harry  .  St.  Elmo 
Hedgepath,  Lee  -  Tamalco 
Hammer,  Charles  L.  -  Vandalia 
Height,  Harry  -  Brownstown 
Hunt,  James  E.  -  Vandalia 
Henson,  Aaron  Lewell  -  Vera 
Hathaway,  Robert  -  Vernon 
Holt,  James  E.  -  Shobonier 
Hall,  Carl  Vandalia 

Hicks,  Floyd  -  Bingham 
Hayes,  L.  County 

Hensley,  Fred  R.  -  St.  Elmo 
Harris,  John  Roy  _  Ramsey 
Hensley,  Ross  -  St.  Elmo 
Hager,  Herring  A.  -  Vandalia 
Hale,  James  Henry  -  Avena 
Hunt,  James  Edw.  Brownstown 
Hale,  Edward  B.  -  Avena 
Hastings,  Eugene  Lee,  Ramsey 
Heather,  Howard  Mike, 

Mulberry  Grove  R.  3 
Harper,  Dorsey  L.  -  Farina 
Hasenfelt,  Frank  Clarence, 

St.   James 

Howell,  L.  H.  County 

Hage,  Carl  William,  Vandalia 
Harshman,  Gurney  -  Ramsey 
Ireland,  Fred  Avena 

Jenkins,  John  David  -  St.  Elmo 
Jones,  Chester  -  Brownstown 
Jones,  Elmer  W.  .  St.  Elmo 
Jones,  Roy  F.  -  St.  Elmo 


Name  P.  0.  Address 

Janes,  John  Preston  -  Vera 
Jarrett,  L.  E.  Vandalia 

Jerden,  Carlos  H.  -  Bingham 
Jerden,  Raymond  H.  Bingham 
Jackson,  Carl  -  Brownstown 
Johnson,  Frank  -  St.  Elmo 
Keen,  Varden  Farina 

Kinsey,  Lloyd  -  Beecher  City 
Kinney,  Lloyd  Herbert, 

Patoka  R.   2 

Kennedy,  Charles  -  St.  Elmo 
Kinney,  Elmer  Patoka 

Kennedy,  Wm.  .  St.  Elmo 
Koontz,  Clarence  E. 

Mulberry  Grove 
Kile,  William  G.  -  Vandalia 
Kinney,  Wilson  -  Vernon 
Kellerman,  John  W. 

Hagarstown 

Kilgore,  Charles  E.  -  Ramsey 
Kilgore,  Barney  J.  -  Ramsey 
Kirk,  Clifford  -  Vandalia 
Logsdon,  Joseph  Edw,  Vandalia 
Logsdon,  Roy  -  Vandalia 
Little,  Roy  L.  -  Vandalia 
Lofland,  Frank  E.  -  Vandalia 
Lawson,  Henry  Sherman, 

Brownstown 

Linton,  Isaac  Noah  -  Tamalco 
Lake,  George  B.  -  Vandalia 
Lovett,  Jas.  Henry  Franklin, 

St.   James 

Lyons,  Francis  E.  -  Avena 
Lipsey,  Benj.  F.  _  County 
Lipsey,  Ivan  E.  -  County 
Lawler,  Clarence  E.  -  Vandalia 
Linton,  Isaac  N.  -  Shobonier 
Larimore,  Rolla  William, 

Beecher   City 

Lilly,  Lemuel  -  Beecher  City 
Lorton,  Joe  Cowden 

Lilly,  William  E.  -  Beecher  City 
Lacey,  James  B.  -  Vandalia 
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Name  P.  0.  Address 

Mason,  John  St.  Elmo 

Miller,  Charles  W.,  Loogootee 
Milligan,  Roy  -  Vandalia 
Mathewson,  Chas.  A.,  Bingham 
Muma,  Earl  William,  St.  Elmo 
Mason,  Mike  St.  Elmo 

Matson,  Robert,  Beecher  City 
Matson,  William,  Beecher  City 
Miller,  Tony  Edward,  Ramsey 
Mears,  Rolla  S.  -  Vandalia 
McElheney,  Fred  R.  Vandalia 
Mitchell,  Harold  Ivan,  Vandalia 
McWilliams,  Leo  _  Vandalia 
Merrell,  Norman  K.,  Vandalia 
Miller,  Clarence  W.  -  St.  Elmo 
Morrison,  Paul  Arthur,  Hanson 
Miller,  Lewis  -  Avena,  R.  1 
Miller,  Franklin  E.  -  St.  Elmo 
Meyers,  Henry  Albert  -  Vera 
McKee,  Emmet  -  St.  Elmo 
Malchow,  Carl  Wm.  John, 

Shobonier 

Mullens,  Ralph  -  Beecher  City 
McConiga,  Fred  R  Beecher  City 
Matson,  Will  H.,  Beecher  City 
Matheny,  Claud  -  Patoka 
Morton,  Perry  Ralph,  Vandalia 
Morton,  Wm.  H.  M.,  Vandalia 
McKinney,  Hugh  -  Shobonier 
McCormick,  Hayward  B. 

Loogootee 
McCormick,  Charles 

Brownstown 

McGee,  Bee  J.  -  Cowden 
Morr,  Floyd  Allen  -  Altamont 
Mockler,  Thomas  -  Vandalia 
Miller,  George  A.  .  County 
Nichols,  John  H.  -  St.  Elmo 
Neese,  Eugene  -  Brownstown 
Nixon,  Harold  -  Vandalia 
Neimier,  Charles  C.,  St.  Elmo 
Nixon,  Morris  County 

Orr,  Eddie  Golden     -    St.  Elmo 


Name  P.  0.  Address 

Owen,  James  H.  -  St.  James 
Orr,  James  E.  -  Vandalia 
Oliver,  Theodore  -  Vandalia 
Oglesby?,  Charles  -  County 
Oglesby,  William  -  Vandalia 
Parks,  Pearl  E.  -  St.  Elmo 
Pfeifer,  Glen  A.  .  Vandalia 
Pippin,  Thos.  C.  -  Vandalia 
Parrish,  Frank  -  Vandalia 
Pruett,  Fred  Vandalia 

Perkins,  Guy  E.  -  Hagarstown 
Pettie,  William  R.  -  Vandalia 
Prater,  Loyd  -  Farina 

Perkins,  Thos.  L.,  Hagarstown 
Pruett,  Kenneth  Miehael, 

St.  Peter 
Peterson,  Franklin   Merle, 

Brownstown 

Perkins,  William  -  Patoka 
Prater,  Abner  -  Homer 
Porter,  William  M.  Brownstown 
Paine,  Walter  Elliot  -  Patoka 
Roberts,  Andrew  H.  -  County 
Reiss,  Louis  Ramsey 

Radcliff,  Arthur  Otis,  County 
Rode,  R.  B.  .  County 

Reeter,   Dan  Vandalia 

Reynolds,  Harry  -  Vandalia 
Reece,  Oliver  E.  -  Brownstown 
Reed,  Charles  F.  -  Vandalia 
Rush,  Harry  Jacob  -  St.  Elmo 
Ray,  Harry  Francis  -  Vandalia 
Rowland,  Fred  -  Brownstown 
Radcliffe,  Sidney  -  Shobonier 
Rich,  Albert  County 

Rhodes,  Amos  E.,  Vandalia  R.  2 
Rush,  Paul  Max  -  Bingham 
Rogers,  Shirley  _  Farina 
Stokes,  Joel  Rexwell,  Vandalia 
Smith,  Donald  -  Brownstown 
Schert,  Gus  A.  -  Vandalia 
Starnes,  Harry  M.  -  Vandalia 
Shields,  John  W.  -  Cowden 
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Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Stubblefield,  Frank  -  Vandalia 
Shields,  Floyd  Wm.  -  Cowden 
Smith,  Jesse  E.  -  Vandalia 
Sandage,  Fletcher  C.  -  County 
Sapp,  Albert  0.  -  St.  Elmo 
Steinbow,  Robert  -  County 
Snerly,  Charles  Francis, 

Vandalia 

Sayles,  Austin  J.  G.,  Vandalia 
Smith,  Donald  C.  .  Vandalia 
Stone,  Lawrence  E., 

Mulberry  Grove 
Sickles,  Albert  -  Vandalia 
Schuler,  George,  Beecher  City 
Simmons,  Frank  -  Farina 
Stoddard,  R.  H.  -  Ramsey 
Sickles,  Albert  -  Vandalia 
Shadrick,  Ernest  -  St.  Elmo 
Snyder,  Glenn  Dale, 

Brownstown 

Stone,  Lawrence  E.  -  County 
Sears,  Carter  H.  -  Bingham 
Scott,  Chas.  Clifford,  Vandalia 
Stapp,  Ralph  Vandalia 

Stevenson,  Edward  Frank, 

Vandalia,  R.  2 

Shives,  Walter  Jackson,  Ramsey 
Smith,  Glen  C.  -  Vandalia 
Smith,  Joseph  E.  -  Vandalia 
Stokes,  Joel  Rexell  .  Vandalia 
Shields,  John  -  Beecher  City 
Smith,  John  Henry  -  Tamalco 
Stapp,  Wayne  -  Vandalia 
Stafford,  Roy  B.  -  Herrick 
Smith,  Jesse  Carl  -  Vandalia 
Smith,  George  James, 

Brownstown 

Sigler,  William  C.  -  St.  Peter 
Stafford,  Burl  Dressor 

Storms,  Leonard  E. 

Brownstown 


Name  P.  O.  Address 

Sandifer,  Durward  -  Eureka 
Sapp,  Hobart  -  Brownstown 
Smith,  Jesse  F.  -  Brownstown 
Sefton,  Clyde  -  St.  Elmo 
Sumption,  John  _  Vandalia 
Simmons,  Artie  -  Farina 
Smith,  M.  B.  -  County 
Scott,  Lester  L.  -  County 
Thompson,  J.  Lindley,  Vandalia 
Tedrick,  Virgil  E.  -  Vandalia 
Tucker,  Guy  Emert  -  St.  Elmo 
Taylor,  Leonard  M. 

Brownstown 
Thomason,  Corry  Eugene 

Shobonier 

Thomas,  J.  H.  Ramsey 

Tish,  Blonnie  J.  -  St.  Elmo 
Thiel,  Joel  Ramsey 

Tucker,  Louis  -  Beecher  City 
Tucker,  Alvin  Cullom 

Brownstown 
Usher,  William   Clarence, 

Bingham 
Van   Vranken,    George, 

Ramsey 

Volberg,  Cecil  L.  -  Vandalia 
Walton,  Harry  G.  -  Vandalia 
White,  Minor  Elisha,  Dressor 
Withers,  Cameron  B.,  Vandalia 
Washburn,  C.  D.  _  Vandalia 
White,  W.  Lawrence,  Greenville 

Wilson,   Elmer   Thomas, 

Brownstown 

Washburn,  Charles  -  St.  Elmo 
Wells,  Reid  Ernest  -  Vandalia 
Watson,  Claud  -  Shobonier 
Williams,  Elmer  B.  -  Ramsey 
Williams,  Jerry  B.  -  Ramsey 
Willis,  Elza  L.  -  Vandalia 
White,  Luther  M.  -  Dressor 
Wilson,  Lee  Eueene, 

Brownstown 
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SELECTIVE  DRAFT  ENLISTMENTS 


Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Name 


P.  O.  Address 


Albert,  William  M.  -  Vandalia 
Albrecht,  Martin  Max,  St.  Peter 
Allison,  George  Edw.,  Vandalia 
Atkinson,  Ned  -  Vandalia 
Askins,  Wallace  Fay,  St.  Elmo 
Anderson,  Gardner  -  Ramsey 
Anderson,  William  Henry 

Vandalia 

Aukamp,  Edward  -  St.  Peter 
Anderson,  James  E.,  Shobonier 
Aderman,  Wm.  August  Ramsey 
Anderson,  George  _  Ramsey 
Alender,  Andy  -  Shobonier 
Andrews,  Charles  R. 

Mulberry  Grove 

Bulka,    Earl  Bingham 

Bernhardt,  Walter  -  St.  Peter 
Bryan,  Noble  Irwin  -  Patoka 
Benson,  James  M.  Jr.  Vandalia 
Behrndt,  Fred  H.  -  St.  Peter 
Brauer,  Arthur  A.  -  St.  Peter 
Brown,  Asberry  -  Hanson 
Black,  Simon  F.  -  Brownstown 
Blalock,  Cecil  -  Bingham 
Boaz,  Floyd  -  Ramsey 
Bandelow,  Adolph  -  St.  Elmo 
Bolt,  Velvie  Morris  .  Ramsey 
Baldwin,  Otto  -  Mulberry  Grove 
Branham,  Bert  -  Vandalia 
Burrus,  John  Land  -  Herrick 
Bulka,  Goldie  D.  -  Bingham 
Behrends,  John  G.  Brownstown 
Brackenbush,  John  -  Bingham 
Burrus,  Franklin  James, 

Corsica,  S.  Dak. 
Bryant,  Chester  Sherman, 

Patoka 
Bingaman,  John  Mahlon, 

Vandalia 
Bethard,  George  0.  -  Vandalia 


Bolt,  Jerry  -  Ramsey 

Beck,  Elton  Herrick 

Bales,  Ernest  Jacob,  Vandalia 
Braun,  John  Vandalia 

Blizzard,  Frank  L.  -  St.  Elmo 
Bess,  John  Napoleon  -  Vandaiia 
Brooks,  Johnny,  -  Mul.  Grove 
Burns,  William  H.  -  Bingham 
Baldwin,  Hobart  Erwin, 

Mulberry  Grove 
Bouseman,  William  0.  Mahome; 
Bridges,  Cecil  Randall  Vandalia 
Buckmaster,  John  Marshall, 

Vera 
Buzzard,  Ira  Frank, 

Beecher  City 

Bauerle,  Henry  Jos.,  Bingham 
Bolyard,  Gabe  -  Vandalia 
Borchelt,  Arthur  C.  -  St.  Peter 
Browning,  Leroy  John  Vandalia 
Bauerle,  John  Jacob,  Bingham 
Bauer,  Dan  F.  -  Vandalia 
Bond,  Eugene  Howard,  Farina 
Burtschi,  Dan  L.  -  Vandalia 
Boggs,  Harold  Earl  -  Vandalia 
Bess,  Estey  Pearl  -  Vandalia 
Brady,  John  Jr.,  Brownstown 
Brashear,  Sanders  -  Vandalia 
Brown,  George  Oscar,  Ramsey 
Burrus,  Elmer  Ramsey 

Coburn,  John  Robert,  Vandalia 
Cox,  Elmer  George, 

Brownstown 

Caiman,  Kenneth  E., Shobonier 
Cooley,  Rolla  -  Vandalia 
Carter,  John  Henry  -  Hanson 
Crabbs,  Wm.  E.  _  St.  Elmo 
Clow,  Pearl  B., 

230  N.  Main  St.,  Elkhart,.lnd 
Carson,  Campbell,  Brownstown 
Cox,  Frank  C.  -  Blue  Mound 
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Name  P.  O.  Address 

Cox,   Clare   Francis,     -  640   E. 
Drive,   Woodruff   PI.   Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 
Cox,  Roscoe  Ramsey 

Connor,   Charles   Guilford, 

Vandalia 

Connor  Don  Vandalia 

Calvert,  Elmer  Alton  St.  James 
Carroll,  Harold  E.  -  Vandalia 
Christie,  Marion  Franklin 

Vernon 

Condiff,  Chas.  Walter,  Hanson 
Calvert,  William  -  St.  James 
Carlock,  Jesse  -  Bingham 
Crickman,  Thos.  M.,  Vandalia 
Chumley,  Amos  -  Nokomis 
Craig,  Leroy  Herrick 

Coburn,  Roy  Harrison, 

Shobonier 

Crook,  Irvin  Vandalia 

Coburn,  Dallas  Dalton  Vandalia 
Carter,  Emmet  -  Ramsey 
Corn,  Charles  A.  Vera 

Craig,  Myron  -        Farina 

Cline,  Charles  N.  -  Ramsey 
Coin,  Noah  E.,  Mulberry  Grove 
Cook,  Jacob  Alexander,  Hanson 
Curry,  Lee  F.  -  Vandalia 
Carlton,  Chas.  Fayette,  Farina 
Crum,  Walter  -  St.  Elmo 
Camp,  Frank  Ramsey 

Cox,  William  Mason, 

Brownstown 

Gates,  Edward  -  Vandalia 
Crothers,  Clyde  Earl,  Shobonier 
Cable,  John  -  Brownstown 
Cox,  Doral  Emanuel,  Vandalia 
Cummings,  Leroy,  Beecher  City 
Card,  Franklin  -  Vandalia 
Cowger,  Calvert  Earl, 

Shobonier 
Cummings,  Erman  Otto, 

Beecher  City 


Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Cole,  Howard  Ramsey 

Calvert,  Elza  Clinton,  St.  James 
Donaldson,  George  Marshal, 

Bingham 
Dothager,  Howard  William, 

Mulberry  Grove 

Durbin  Pearle  -  Brownstown 
Depew,  Walter  Roy  .  Ramsey 
Dorn,  Henry  Christian  St.  Peter 
Diveley,  Milton  Seymour, 

Brownstown 

Dively,    Clyde      -     Brownstown 

Davis,   Cordia  H.     -     Vandalia 

Dugan,    Christopher    Columbus, 

Vandalia 

Davis,  Clarence  E.  -  Vandalia 
Dayhuff,  Thomas  Burwell, 

Beecher  City 

Davison,  Delbert  -  Vandalia 
Davis,  Marion  Asa,  Brownstown 
Davidson,  Roy  Firmin,  Bingham 
DeWerff,  Emil  Farina 

Durbin,  Stanley  -  Ramsey 
Donaldson,  Ray  -  Tampico 
Drees,  John  Bernard, 

Beecher  City 

Deford,  Victor,  -  Brownstown 
Donaldson,  Pella  Arthur, 

Dressor 

Dial,  Leo  Michael  -  Altamont 
Doty,  Owen  Leslie  -  Avena 
Dietz,  Frank  John  -  Mason 
Denning,  Christopher  Frank, 

Vandalia 

Donaldson,  Calvin  P.,  Herrick 
Doyle,  Alonzo  Dewitt  -  Vera 
Darnell,  Fred  -  Brownstown 
Dayton,  Abie  -  Vandalia 
Dewald,  Isaac  Gilbert,  Vandalia 
Durbin,  Lewis  -  St.  Elmo 
Di  /eley,  James  Peter, 

Brownstown 
Diel,  Harry  Rodenberger, 

Brownstown 
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Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Name 


P.  0.  Address 


England,  Alonzo  Edgar  Ramsey 
Eller,  Daniel  Gray  -  Ramsey 
Epps,  Earl  Leslie  -  Shobonier 
Eberhart,  Raymond  B.  St.  Peter 
England,  Walter  -  Ramsey 
Eller,  Charles  Gaige,  Vandalia 
Epley,  Frank  -  Nokomis 
Eller,  George  Calvin,  Vandalia 
Enck,  Martin  Julius,  Vandalia 
England,  Ora  Ottie  -  Ramsey 
Engle,  Ira  Osmer,  Brownstown 
Evans,  Chester  M.  -  Vandalia 
Ehrat,  Albert  L.  -  Shobonier 
Eller,  Daniel  Ephred  -  Ramsey 
Edwards,  Walter  Dale,  Vandalia 
Earl,  Martin  -  Ramsey 

Engelman,  George  -  Ramsey 
Evans,  Percil  Earl  Beecher  City 
Ealy,  William  F.  -  Farina 
Evans,  George  -  St.  Elmo 
Feldpouch,  Denny  V.  -  Ramsey 

Fetters,  Frank  Mason, 
,  Brownstown 

Fender,  George  L.  -  Farina 
Feezel,  Isaac  St.  Elmo 

Filer,  Rufus  Calvin,  Vandalia 
Filer,  Lester  Benj.,  Vandalia 
Federman,  Ferdinand,  Ramsey 
Fellwock,  Charley  Frederick, 

Vandalia 

Fouts,   Rufus  Ramsey 

Flaherty,  Vivian  E.  -  Farina 
Fitzgerald,  Orvill  -  Ramsey 
Flaherty,  Paul  V.  -  Farinr. 
Feery,  Frank  P.  -  Vandalia 
Forbes,  David  _  Vernon 
Fish,  John  B.  -  Bingham 
Frier,  Fred  Jr.  -  Vandalia 
Frailey,  David  ,  -  Hanson 
Fischer,  Arthur  John7  St.  Peter 
Feller,  oJhn  -  St.  Elmo 
Grabowski,  Louis  -  Vandalia 


Gerkin,  Edward  Henry, 

Shobonier 

Gehle,  August  -  St.  Peter 
Gammon,  James  Loyd  -  Farina 
Green,  Charles  Edw.  -  Ramsey 
Gerkin,  John  Leonard,  Farina 
Graves,  Chester  -  Farina 
Greer,  George  -  Vandalia 
Gerhardt,  George  -  St.  Peter 
Gray,  Hiram  .  Ramsey 
Graumenz,  Henry  -  St.  Peter 
Gates,  John  Frederick,  Vandalia 
Greer,  Thomas  -  Brownstown 
Greer,  Wm.  R.  -  Miami,  Okla 
Greer,  George  Raymond, 

Brownstown 

Gallup,  Ruben  -  Brownstown 
Greer,  Dr.  Frank  E.,  Vandalia 
Garland,  Walter  -  Bingham 
Greider,  Herschel  -  Vandalia 
Guffy,  Charles  R.  -  Vandalia 
Greider,  Leo  Earl  -  St.  Elmo 
Greider,  Eugene  -  Vandalia 
Gesell,  George  -  St.  Peter 
Gehle,  Martin  Louis  -  St.  Peter 
Gilliland,  James  E.  .  Vandalia 
Guffy,  Roy  Vandalia 

Gerhardt,  Reinhold  G.  St.  Peter 
Guy,  Glen  L.  -  LaClede 

Goodman,  Albert,  Brownstowr 
Hord,  Glen  R.  -  Farina 
Hooker,  Fred  H.  -  Ramsey 
Hibbetts,  Leroy,  Brownstown 
Humes,  Ben  Patoka 

Hooker,  Robert  Kelsie,  Ramsey 
Hunter,  Lloyd  Lester, 

Mulberry  Grove 
Henneken,  Bernard  Henry, 

Dressor 

Hamilton,  Fred  Jas.,  Vandalia 
Hoyle,  William  Hoke,  Bingham 
Hinrichs,  Walter  -  St.  Paul 
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Name  P.  O.  Address 

Holman,  Jesse   Earl, 

Beecher   City 

Hankins,  William  Eugene, 

Vandalia 

Hennon,  Harry  -  Ramsey 
Hollman,  Henry  P.  -  St.  Peter 
Henry,  Maurice  L.  -  Vandalia 
Hinrichs,  Alvin  -  Shobonier 
Hunter,  John  -  Vandalia 
Hankins,  Floyd  Edgar, 

Loogootee 

Hicks,  Odell  Perkins,  Vandalii 
Hunt,  William  R.,  Brownstown 
Hocking,  Earnest  -  Shobonier 
Hinton,  Jake  Ramsey 

Hensley,  Jas.  Marshal,  St.  Elmo 
Heather,  Charles  Otto,  Vandalia 
Holt,  John  G.  Farina 

Hamilton,  Orlie  -  Avena 
Harris,  Jesse  C.  -  Bingham 
Hedge,  William  Albert, 

Brownstown 
Hoffman,  Herbert  Bismark, 

Ramsey 

Hayes,   John  Ramsey 

Hayes,  Delbert  -  Ramsey 
Hanbaum,  Louis  E.  -  Farina 
Hausmann,  Chas.  R.,  Vandalia 
Hinton,  Nelson  -  Ramsey 
Helm,  Fred  Loogootee 

Harris,  Chester  -  Bingham 
Hoyle,  William  Noel,  Fillmore 
Hollman,  Edwin  _  St.  Peter 
Hunt,  Elden  Reed  -  Ramsey 
Helm,  Edward  -  Loogootee 
Hinrichs,  Theodore  Frederick, 

Shobonier 
Hoffman,  Harry  Burton, 

Vandalia 

Harris,  Forrest  S.  _  Bingham 
Hawkey,  Frank  A.  -  Farina 
Hage,  Carl  W.  -  Vandalia 
Hamrick,  Benj.,  -  Mt.  Vernon 
Hunter,  John  Howard,  Ramsey 


Name  P.  O.  Address 

Hooker,  Aronld  Rudy,  Ramsev 
Hudson,  Ray  Clarence,  St.  Elm* 
Hendrickson,  Nelson  Francis, 

St.  Elmo 

Hunter,  Claude  E.  -  Ramsey 
Hicks,  Thomas  Herschel, 

Ramsey 

Helm,    Bee  Vandalia 

Hawkey,  Rudolph  -  LaClede 
Hill,  Vernie  Albertus,  Farhia 
Hall,  Charles  W.  -  Vandaiia 
Hopkins,  Samuel  Orval, 

Shobonier 

Hartman,  Criss  W.,  St.  Elmo 
Ireland,  Eugene  R.  -  Vandalia 
Ireland,  David  W.  -  Vandalia 
Ireland,  James  Peter  -  Avena 
Johnson,  John  Henry,  Bingham 
Jones,  Levi  G.  Farina 

Jahraus,  George  W.  Jr.,  Farina 
Jette,  Leroy  _  Vera 

Jenkins,  James  Lee  -  Farina 
Jerden,  Vertal  Hugh,  Vandalia 
Jones,  Charles  Wesley, 

Brownstown 

Jay,   Joseph  Vandalia 

Jackson,  James  Thos.,  Ramsey 
Keen,  Roy  Farina 

Karr,  James  Alfred,  Vandalia 
Koehler,  Charles  Edward, 

Brownstown 

Klinghammer,  Eddie  Bayle  City 
King,  Winfred  -  Brownstown 
Knapp,  Charles  Henry, 

Beecher  City 

Klinghammer,  Chas.  Bayle  City 
King,  Almy  Bryant  -  Cowden 
Kelly,  Roy  McKinley,  ' 

Beecher  City 

King,  John  Wesley  -  Cowden 
King,  Osborne  Jr.,  Brownstown 
Kepner,  Roy  Wesley  -  St.  Elmo 
Kelley,  Len  Kelso  -  Farina 
Knapp,  John  -  Beecher  City 
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Name 


P.  O.  Address 


Keys,   Elmer  Ramsey 

Kirkman,  Hugh  -  Vandalia 
Kelly,  Frank  Gregory,  Vandalia 
Kelley,  Ward  Dean  .  St.  Elmo 
Kinney,  Wm.  Grover  -  Vernon 
Keeling,  George  -  Vandalia 
Koehler,  Clyde  H.,  Browns  town 
Lilley,  William  Edmon  Lee, 

Beecher  City 

Long,  Harold  Douglas  -  Vera 
Lancaster,  Wm.  Frederick, 

Beecher  City 

Libell,  John  Frank,  Shobonier 
Law,  Elmer  L.  -  Vandalia 
Lloyd.  Gilbert  Emanuel, 

Dayton,  Ohio 

Lape,  Orville  Dennis. 

Brownstown 
Logscion,  Walter  Emon. 

Vandalia 

Logue,  Charles  Henry,  Sullivan 
Low,  Arlie  T  -  Vandalia 
Lemke,  Herman  Wm.,  Vandalia 
Little,  Louis  Clinton, 

Beecher  City 
Lancaster,  Pren  Thomas, 

Beecher  Citv 

Landers,  Glen  -  Bingham 
Landers,  Ward  D.  -  Herrick 
Lemke,  Albert  John  George, 

Verc; 

Logsdon,  Orville  -  Vandalia 
Lange,  Walter  -  Shobonier 
Low,  Charlev  E.  -  Vandalia 
Lockart,  Virgil  Francis, 

Vandalia 

Ledbetter,  Eley,  Brownstown 
Linton,  Clarence  -  Vernon 
Leonard,  Walter  Chas.,  Farina 
Little,  Clyde  L.  .  Ramsey 
Leever,  Rolland  H.  -  Vandalia 
Logue,  John  W.  -  Avena 
Lipsey,  John  Walker,  Vandalia 


Name  P.  O.  Address 

Landers,  James  R., 

Chattanooga  Tenn 

Luckett,  George  Alfred, 

Beecher  City 

Lawler,  Ralph  Lane  -  Vandalia 

Lilly,  Dotson  Baine, 

Beecher  City 

Lock,  Fred  Louis,     Assumption 

Matheny,  William  Henry, 

Brownstown 

Mosby,  George  E.  -  Vera 
Miller,  John  W.  -  Ramsey 
Mullens,  James,  Beecher  City 
McConiga,  Fred  Raymond, 

Beecher  City 

McCormick,  Reuben  -  Farina 
Magnus,  Reinhart  -  St.  Peter 
Mathewson,  Charles  Absalom, 

Ramsey 

Mast,  Tony  Barton  -  St.  Elmo 
Mathews,  George  Washington, 

Mt.  Olive 

McCarty,  John  Wm.,  St.  Elmo 
Mills,  Fred  Raymond,  Vandalir. 
McKinney,  Levi  Henry  St.  Elmo 
Mueller,  Richard  Frederick, 

Ramsey 
Metzger,  Arthur  Christ, 

Shobonier 

Mammen,  Homer  Clarence, 

Vandalia 

Myers,  Lawrence  -  St.  Elmo 
Maske,  George  Robt.,  St.  Peter 
Miller,  George  N.  Jr.,  Vandalia 
Mills,  Orville  Emery  -  Avena 
Milne,  William  H.  -  Farina 
Miller,  Cyrus  Alvin  _  Ramsey 
Morrison,  James  Arthur, 

Beecher  City 

Meyers,  Fred  A.  -  Vandalia 
McCord,  David  Frederick, 

Vandalia 

Mathias,   Tim  Ramsey 

Meyer,  Fred  John  -  Shobonier 
Meyer,  Otto  A.  P.  -  St  Peter 
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Name  P.  0.  Address 

Metzger,  Jacob  John,  Shobonier 
Meyer,  John  Herman  August, 
Shobonier 

McCormick,  Jesse  Roscoe, 

Brownstown 

Miller,  George  Hartsel  -  Avena 
Moreland,  Charles  -  Pontiac 

McCafferty,  John  Douglas, 

Vandalia 

McCaslin,  Herschel  -  Ramsey 
Mears,  Leroy  Earnest,  Vandalia 
McConiga,  Walter  A.  -  Ramsey 
Miller,  Fred  Ramsey 

McWilliams,  Ross  H.,  Vandalia 
Moore,  Emery  -  Vandalia 
Merriman,  Hallie  Franklin, 

Ramsey 

Meyers,  Charles  Albert,  Vera 
McBride,  John  Willis,  Ramsey 
Metzger,  Jas.  Blain,  Shobonier 
Muck,  Arthur  .  Ramsey 
McKensie,  Hugh  Bourton, 

Beecher  City 

Morris,  Jesse  Walter  -  Avena 
Muma,  Olin  Andrew  -  St.  Elmo 
Marks,  Clarence  C.  -  Vandalia 
Musser,  Sirilous,  Beecher  City 
Mattes,  Clifford  G.  -  Vandalia 
Mattes,  William  Frank  Jr.  Vera 
Moreland,  Charles  -  Pontiac 
Nixon,  Walter  Benton,  Vandalia 
Nichols,  Tony  Ramsey 

Norman,  Robert,  Beecher  City 
Nail,  Lawrence  -  Ramsay 
Odell,  Alva  Harrison,  Loogootee 
Owen,  James  E.  -  Avena 
Ober,  Fred  Shobonief 

Otto,  Charles  Henry  _  Ramsey 
Oberlink,  Frederick  William, 

Brownstown 
O'Connor,  James  Henry, 

Vandalia 
Oglesby,  Archie  Arthur, 

Vandalia 


Name 


P.  O.  Address 


Oldham,  Elmer  Glen,  Shobonier 
Otto,  George  Edward,  Ramsey 
Owen,  George  Irl,  Brownstown 
Oldham,  Selby  Luther,  Vandalia 
Owen,  Daniel  Elzie  -  Avena 
Owen,  Benjamin  F.  -  Avena 
Odell,  Ward  E.  -  Loogootee 
Oertwig,  Bernhard  H.,  St.  Peter 
Pryor,  Floyd  Delos  -  Vandalia 
Pasley,  Isaac  J.  -  Vandalia 
Plinke,  Charles  Grover  -  Vera 
Paradee,  Elbert  S.  -  St.  Elmo 
Pippin,  Roy  -  Loogootee 
Probst,  Henry  -  Bingham 
Price,  Verne  A.  -  St.  Elmo 
Pryor,  Mason  Henry,  Vandalia 
Pyatt,  Lester  Washington, 

St.  Elmo 

Porter,  Eklus  G.  -  Vandalia 
Pierce,  Samuel  Rody  _  Cowden 
Parks,  Elza  Harwell  -  St.  Elmo 
Porter,  Rees  W.  -  Vandalia 
Pasley,  Burril  -  Vandaiia 
Pryor,  Fred  M.,  Mulberry  Grove 
Platt,  Orville  St.  Peter 

Pyette,  John  Lesty  Brownstown 
Pasley,  George  Lewis, 

Brownstown 

Pyatt,  Roy  -  St.  Elmo 
Perkins,  William  -  Vernoi. 
Pokorney,  Frank  -  St.  Peter 
Purcell,  Loy  Russell, 

Brownstown 

Parkison,  Robt.  Melton,  Farina 
Pedelupe,  Harold  Hess,  Ramsey 
Pilger,  Lawrence  Ed  -  Ramsey 
Pruitt,  William  Walter, 

Brownstown 

Pummill,  Harry  -  Vera 
Pruett,  Franklin  Leslie, 

St.  Peter 
Porter,  William  Marion, 

Brownstown 
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Name  P.  0.  Address 

Rensmann,  Carl  Jr.,  Vandalia 
Reece,  Paul  Melvin, 

Brownstown 

Ritchie,  Leo  Altamont 

Rader,  Lewis  Arthur,  St.  Elmo 
Rubin,  Ernest  -  St.  Peter 
Rath,  Albert  .  St.  Elmo 
Richardson,  Fred  T.  Jr. 

Vandalia 

Ritter,  Glen  A.  -  Vandalia 
Rogers,  Clarence  Alfred, 

Edinburg 

Raffel,  Ed  P.  -  Ramsey 
Roe,  Kelly  -  Vandalia 

Reed,  Joe  Jr.  Vandalia 

Radcliff,  Guy  -  Vandalia 
Rhodes,  Joseph  -  Brownstown 
Richardson,  Claud  -  Vandalia 
Ryan,  Ollie  D.  -  Brownstown 
Reeter,  Fred  Vandalia 

Rothe,  William  .  St.  Peter 
Rebbe,  Edward  Louis  Wm. 

Shobonier 

Richardson,  Owen  -  Dressor 
Rich,  Levert  Cowdea 

Rich,  William  Franklin,  Cowden 
Rhodes,  Wesley  -  Bingham 
Reed,  Harry  Joseph  -  Vandalia 
Rhodes,  Otis  Eugene, 

Brownstown 

Roberts,  Lacey  J.  -  Farina 
Rhodes,  Jesse  -  Bingham 
Rogers,  Joseph  -  Vera 

Royer,  Morris  F.  -  Vandalia 
Reiss,  Michael  Ramsey 

Rush,  Orville  Bain,  Loogootee 
Richardson,  Everett  Hiram, 

Vandalia 
Revis,  Charles        -       Bingham 

Roberts,  Clyde  M.  -  Ramsey 
Riley,  John  Marion,  >  Holliday 
Rude,  Carl  J.  _  Ramsey 
Riley,  Irwin  Roscoe, 

Beecher  City 


Name  P.  O.  Address 

Reiss,  Nicholas  -  Ramsey 
Rogers,  Herschel  -  Ramsey 
Ritter,  Clarence  Edwin, 

Vandalia 

Randall,  Orville  -  Ramsev 
Rhodes,  Chester  Arnold, 

Ramsey 

Reiss,  John  E.  -  St.  Peter 
Rush,  Ezra  Earl,  Brownstown 
Ragel,  Arthur  Lee  -  St.  Elmo 
Rhodes,  William  Marion, 

Beecher  City 

Ray,  Edgar  Harold  Brownstown 
Rubin,  Carl  Fred  -  Shobonier 
Ray,  Clifford  Vera 

Rexwinkle,  Raymond  Henry, 

St.  Elmo 

Radliff,  Wilson,  -  Brownstown 
Rich,  George  Martin  -  Cowden 
Sharp,  Lawrence  Vera 

Smith,  Charley  Evert, 

Brownstown 

Styles,  James  Thomas,  Vandalia 
Severns,  William  Glen, 

Brownstown 

Sperry,  Herman  Vera 

Sachteleben,  Herman  Shobonier 
Sperry,  George  Stoddard, 

Dressor 

Smitley,  Clem  C.,  Brownstown 
Smitley,  Ben  .  Brownstown 
Shepard,  George  Lewis. 

St.  Elmo 

Smith,  Horatio  James,  Tamalco 
Strobel,  Ed  Vandaliu. 

Schatz,  Charles  C.  -  Farina 
Stock,  Joseph  J.  -  Farina 
Sidwell,  John  Wm.  Brownstown 
Schaal,  John  Henry  Shobonier 
Summerlott,  Other  Harrison, 

Brownstown 

Stout,  Freddie  -  Bingham 
Steininger,  Wm.  Dieckmann, 

Vandalia 
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Name 


P.  O.  Address 


Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Steinhauer,  Wallace, 

Brownstown 

Simmons,  Delbert  A. 

Mulberry  Grove 
Spangler,  Roy  I.  -  Loogootee 
Scheer,  Fred  -  Mt.  Pulaski 
Schaub,  Wm.  E.  -  St.  Elmo 
Stokes,  Rufus  Prater, 

Bayle  City 

Sutter,  John  Sam  -  Vandalia 
Shepard,  Clarence  -  St.  Eliro 
Strullmyer,  Edward  F.,  Farina 
Sweet,  Harry  Jauncey  Jr., 

Vandalia 

Sapp,  Adolph  W., 

East   Chicago,  Ind. 

Schwarm,  Henry  -  St.  James 
Sexton,  James  Walter, 

Brownstown 

Severns,  Joseph  Lycurgus, 

Brownstown 

Satterlee,  Wilson  Rush, 

St.  Elmo 

Schaal,  Martin  August, 

Shoboner 
Storck,  Louis  John  Herman, 

St.  Peter 
Schaal,  August  Peter  Jacob, 

Shobonier 

Schatz,  Leo  A.  Farina 

Sutter,  George  Walter  Vandalia 
Sachteleben,  Louis  Rudolph 

William         _  Shobonier 

Stock,   Otto  Farina 

Sprinkle,  Arlie  -  Shobonier 
Storck,  Henry  Fred  Richard, 

Shobonier 

Schroeder,  Lewis  -  St.  Peter 
Stapp,  Eugene  Frank,  VandalH 
Shields,  Floyd  William,  Cowdcn 
Sachteleben,  William  H.  R., 

Shobonier 

Specker,  Hallet  A.,  Brownstown 
Swarm,  Earl  St.  Elmo 

Strullmyer,  Albert  H.,     Farina 


Schaal,  Emanuel  Chas.  Henry, 
Shobonier 

Sporleder,  Albert  H.,  St.  Peter 

Smith,  Jesse  Franklin, 

Brownstown 

Strullmyer  Otto  A.     -     Farina 

Segrist,  Charles  Edward, 

Vandalia 

Stolte,  August  Henry  -  Avena 
Sidwell,  Truman  Wm.,  Chicago 
Sell,  Frederick  -  Brownstown 
Sachan,  Emil  Henry  Christian, 

Shobonier 

Sarver  William  H.  -  Ramsey 
Sasse,  William  -  Romley,  Colo 
Sachan,  Fred  Henry,  Shobonier 
Seitz,  John  O.  -  Kinmundy 
Shippy,  Ben  -  Herrick 
Sefton,  George  H.  Brownstown 
Sanders,  Brady  _  Ramsey 
Sheppard,  Walter  E.  -  Melvin 
Stubblefield,  Fred  -  Vandalia 
Sessions,  John  V.  -  Shobonier 
Sasse,  Herman  -  Shobonier 
Spreckelmeyer,  Orville  Richard 
Vandalia 

Spires,  Wm.  Franklin  -  Ramsey 
Stech,  Floyd  -  St.  Louis 
Stapp,  Marion  Gordon  VandaMa 
Stine,  Chester  Bryan,  Vandalia 
Taylor,  Bert  Lee  -  Vandalia 
Turner,  Clinton  Weber, 

Brownstown 

Taylor  Joseph  W.,  Mulberry  G. 
Tate,  George  Washington, 

Burton  Viev 

Telger,  George  Henry,  Vandalia 
Tevis,  Leonard  -  Vandalia 
Troike,  Edward  H.  A.,  Vandana 
Torbeck,  George  Herman, 

Shobonier 
Torbeck,  Otto  John  Christ, 

Shobonier 
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Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Tucker,  John  Arville, 

Brownstown 

Taylor,  Andrew       -       Vandalia 

Tedrick,  Virgil  Everett, 

Vandalia 

Tucker,  Alfred  Putman, 

St.  Elmo 

Thompson,  George  W., 

Bayle  City 

Torkalson,  Herman  -  Vandalia 
Turney,  Henry  -  Vandalia 
Tate,  Edward  Vera 

Tipsword,  Levi,  Beecher  City 
Tedrick,  Clarence  -  Vandalia 
Troutman,  Ernest  W., 

Beecher  City 
Tosch,  Frederick  Fredward, 

Vera 

Underwood,  Geo.  Washington, 
Loogootee 

Ulbricht,  Zack  Vera 

Ulbricht,  Louis  Vera 

Vincent,  Clifford  P.  -  Farina 
Van  Zandt,  Bertie  -  Vandalia 
Vincent,  Elmer  B.  B.  -  Farina 
Vogel,  Leo  Altamont 

Vincent,  Frank  M.  -  Farina 
VanZandt,  Clem  -  Vandalia 
Van  Winkle,  Virgil  T.,  Vandalia 
Wright,  Roy  C.  -  Ramsey 
Wood,  Eugene  D.  -  Vera 

Williams,    George   Washington, 
Ramsey 

Washburn,  Frank  Albert, 

Beecher  City 

Wehe,  Virgil  C.  -  Farina 
Williams,  Thomas  R.,  Ramsey 
Wiseman,  Louis  K.  -  St.  Elmo 
Wodtka,  Emil  -  St.  Peter 
Wyant,  Rollin  -  Vernon 
Wright,  John  O.  -  >  Vandalia. 
Wollin,  Carl  E.  -  St.  Peter 
Wachholz,  Ewald  J.  Jr.,  Farina 
Womack,  Alva  W.  -  Bingha  A 


Name  P.  O.  Address 

Williams,   Robert   G.      -     Vera 
Weaver,  Walter  St.  Charles,  M 
Weakly,  Hadley  Earl  -  St.  Elmo 
Whitten,  George  Albert, 

Fillmore 

Wollin,  John  St.  Peter 

Wodtke,  Frank  -  St.  Peter 
Wollerman,  Arthur  _  Vera 
Walton,  Charles  Richard, 

Vandalia 

Winter,  George  Owen, 

Vandalia 

Wodtka,  Henry  -  St.  Peter 
Wilson,  Charles  F.,  Brownstown 
Wever,  Martin  Frank,  St.  Peter 
Wachholz,  Walter  F.  -  Farina 
Williams,  John  T.  -  Avena 
Wakefield,  Fred  Carl,  Dressor 
Wodtka,  Michael  -  St.  Peter 
Wright,  Ramal  E.  -  Vandalia 
Workman,  Orval,  Beecher  City 
Williams,  Raymond  E.,  Macon 
Weddle,  Benjamin  M.,  Vandalia 
Wall,  Floyd  Patoka 

Walter,  Glen  O.  -  Vandalia 
Wilson,  Louis  Edward  Vandalia 
Whitehead,  Loren  N., 

Logootee 

Wuehle,  Carl  August  Kinmundv 
Watson,  Claude  V.,  Shobonier 
Webber,  Roy  Avena 

Williams,  Hughie  Jefferson, 

Ramsey 

Watson,  Arthur  Samuel,  Avena 
Williams,  Guy  Franklin, 

Loogootee 
Wright,  Charles  K., 

Mulberry  Grove 
Wasmuth,  E.  J.  -  Shobonier 
Witherbee,  Benjamin  F., 

Mulberry  Grove 
Wells,  Clarence  Edwin, 

Mulberry  Grove 
Weakley,  John  Pinkston, 

St.  Elmo 
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Name                 P.  0.  Address  Name                 P.  0.  Address 

Wodtka,  Edd  John    -    St.  Peter  Wright,  Floyd  H.     -    Vandalia 

Wasmuth,  Harry  Jacob,  Yates,  Charles     -     Brownstown 

Shobonier  Zimmermann,  Ben,     Shobonier 


SELECTIVE  SERVICE  MEN  REJECTED  AT  CAMP 


Name 


P.  0.  Address 


Bulka,  Goldie  B.  -  Bingham 
Bolt,  William  Ramsey 

Blankenship,   Granville   R. 

Vandalia 
Buchholz,   Clarence  E. 

Brownstown 

Carrell,  William  H.  -  Ramsey 
Durbin,  Sandow  -  Ramsey 
Duckworth,  William  Douglas 

Mulberry  Grove 

Pair,  Henry  Irvin,  Brownstown 
Pair,  Hessie  -  Brownstown 
Green,  Arthur  H.,  Brownstown 
Gordon,  Orville  L.  -  Farina 
Guffey,  Chester  E.  -  Vandalia 
Gibson,  Andrew  Marvin, 

Ramsey 
Hoffman,  Fred  Charles, 

Vandalia 

Harville,  Wm.  Garland,  LaClede 
Helmig,  John  Fred  -  St.  Paul 
Harris,  Isaac  Vandalia 

Hopkins,  Adam  -  Vernon 
Kinney,  Ira  Edward  -  Vernon 
Lofland,  Frank  -  Vandalia 
Lipple,  Carlton  -  Vandalia 
Leever,  Wm.  Raymond, 

Vandalia 


Name 


P.  O.  Address 


Little,  Cletis  J.  -  Ramsey 
Mast,  Charles  Clifton,  St.  Elmo 
Miller,  Clyde  E.  -  Vandalia 
McKay,  Joseph  Roy, 

Beecher  City 

Miller,  John  -  Vandalia 
Olmstead,  Elvan  -  Patoka 
Pierce,  Robert  -  Hanson 
Porter,  Rollin  Don  -  Vandalia 
Patterson,  Oral  Franklin, 

Brownstown 

Reynolds,  Wm.  E.  -  LaClede 
Rensmann,  Fred  -  Vandalia 
Sarver,  Oscar  P.  -  Ramsey 
Shepard,  James  Ira  -  Patoka 
Sapp,  Mervin  E.  -  St.  Elmo 
Smith,  Clark  C.  -  Springfield 
Schaub,  Charles  Lee,  St.  Elmo 
Snyder,  Irl  Vandalia 

Snyder,  Fred  -  Vandalia 
Schert,  George  David,  Vandalia 
Sefton,  Orva  Elden,  St.  Elmo 
Tealby,  Wm.  Albert,  Shobonier 
Williams,  Marion  Joseph, 

Beecher  City 

Wakefield,  Fred  Carl,  Dressor 
Williams,  Freddie  Herschel, 

Ramsey 


DIED  AT  CAMP  BEFORE  BEING  EXAMINED 
Lawler,  Howard  Glen,  Vandalia 
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STUDENTS'  ARMY  TRAINING  CORPS 


Name 

Bolds,   Elden   E. 
Boyer,  Raymond  Frederick 
Buxton,   Arthur   Henry 
Brasel,    Vance   Leon 
Bond,  Ellsworth 
Bennyhoff,  Harry  Franklin 
Chandler,  Robert  G. 
Crowell,    Remus 
Cahill,  William  Houston 
Chandler,  James  Willard  Jr. 
Dillon,  Edward  Richardson 
Dippold,  William  Dewey 
Ebelmesser,   Richard   C. 


College 

McKendree   College 

University  of  Illinois 

St.   Louis   University 

Milton    College 

Milton  College 

University  of  Illinois 

Carthage  College 

McKendree    College 

James  Millikin  University 

University  of  Illinois 

University  of  Illinois 

University  of  Illinois 

McKendree  College 


Emmel,  Fred  Bernard  Lynch  -  James  Millikin  University 


Fristoe,  Dewey  F. 
Ferrill,  Floyd  Fay 
Gibbons,  Dorsey  W. 
Ginger,   Kelley  William 
Greer,  Miller 
Hanbaum,    Winfield   L. 
Hasler,  Glen  Merlin 


Fulton  College 
Milton  College 
McKendree  College 
University  of  Illinois 
St.  Louis  University 
McKendree  College 
James  Millikin  University 
Haynes,  Harrington  Clanahan,  James  Millikin  University 
Hunt,  Frank  Emmertte  -  James  Millikin  University 
Hedgpeth,  Archie  Elisha  -  James  Millikin  University 
Humphrey,  Allan  University  of  Illinois 

Hildibrand,   Charles  Michael  -  Milton   College 


Irish,  Arnold  Oliver 
Johnston,  Leonard  E. 
Klasing,    George    Virgil     - 
Leigh,  Joe  Claud 
Leever,    Frank    Marvin 
Moschenross,    Clarence   R. 
Murray,  Lowell  R. 
Metzger,    John    George 
Metzger,   Albert   Ulrich 
Mabry,  Newell 
Osborne,  Walter  Lee 
Scaife,    William   A. 


James  Millikin  University 
McKendree  College 
James    Millikin    University 
James  Millikin  University 
University    of    Illinois 
McKendree    College 
McKendree  College 
University    of   Illinois 
University   of    Illinois 
St.   Louis  University 
Milton  College 
McKendree    College 


Sandifer,  Durward  Valdamir,  James  Millikin  University 
Steinhauer,  Daniel  E.  -  James  Millikin  University 
Turner,  John  Hiram  James  Millikin  University 

VanVranken,  Ed  -  James  Millikin  University 
Widger,  Floyd  Elam  -  St.  Louis  University 
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ADJUTANT  GENERAL  FRANK  S.  DICKSON 

Fayette  County  may  well  feel  honored  to  claim  as 
her  son  one  of  so  splendid  a  military  record  as  Adju- 
tant General  Frank  S.  Dickson.  Adjutant  General 
Dickson  began  his  military  career,  as  did  most  of  our 
Fayette  county  officers,  in  Company  I,  4th  Infantry  in 
which  organization  he  enlisted  in  1896.  After  his  en- 
listment General  Dickson  advanced  rapidly  holding  in 
turn  the  rank  of  regimental  commissary  sergeant; 
Captain  Quartermaster  4th  Inf.;  Captain  Adjutant; 
Captain  aide-de-camp;  Staff  commander-in-chief ; 
Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Brigadier 
General,  Adjutant  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

General  Dickson,  who  is  a  native  of  Ramsey,  saw 
service  in  Cuba  during  the  Spanish-American  War  with 
Company  I  and  there  first  demonstrated  his  military 
ability.  But  it  was  during  the  great  World  War  that 
he  rendered  his  state  and  nation  service  second  to  none 
when,  as  Adjutant  General,  he  had  complete  charge  of 
the  selective  service  in  Illinois.  The  same  thorough- 
ness and  efficiency  that  has  characterized  him  in  all  of 
his  activities  was  very  evident  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  draft  machinery  throughout  the  state  was  manip- 
ulated. 

General  Dickson  has  had  the  distinction  of  serv- 
ing as  Adjutant  General  of  the  state  of  Illinois  under 
four  governors.  He  was  first  appointed  to  the  position 
by  Governor  Charles  S.  Deneen  Jan.  1,  1910,  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  his  office  during  the  administrations  of 
Governor  Dunne,  Governor  Lowden,  and  until  Feb.  4, 
1922,  under  Governor  Small,  on  which  date  he  tendered 
his  resignation  which  was  accepted. 

Although  the  services  of  General  Dickson  during 
the  Great  War  entitle  him  to  the  everlasting  gratitude 
of  the  people  of  the  state  and  nation,  the  services  which 
he  has  rendered  the  state  of  Illinois  in  peace  are  no  less 
great-  Few  have  been  so  successful  as  General  Dick- 
son  in  the  handling  of  internal  strife  within  the  state. 


ADJUTANT  GENERAL  FRANK  S.  DICKSON 

MAJOR  ELIJAH  P.  CLAYTON  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JOHN  J.  BULLINGTON 

CAPTAIN  MARK  GREER  MAJOR  CHAS.  A.  CLARK 

CAPTAIN  FRED  G.  W.  EASTERDAY 
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When  other  states  were  guarding  factory  districts  with 
troops  during  strikes,  as  in  the  recent  Steel  Strike,  Illi- 
nois with  far  greater  involvement  than  neighboring 
states,  under  the  able  direction  of  General  Dickson  re- 
fused to  resort  to  military  control  of  the  districts  in- 
volved, leaving  it  to  local  officers  to  maintain  order, 
and  with  the  result  that  Illinois  factory  districts  were 
almost  entirely  free  from  violence  while  others  were 
experiencing  the  greatest  difficulties. 

The  esteem  in  which  Gen.  Dickson  is  held  by  the 
people  of  this  and  adjoining  counties  was  evidenced 
by  his  election  from  this,  the  23rd  District  to  the  59th 
Congress,  previous  to  his  appointment  as  Adjutant 
General. 


LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JOHN  J.  BULLINGTON 

Lieutenant  Colonel  John  J.  Bullington  was  born 
in  Otego  township,  Fayette  County,  Illinois,  in  1879,  a 
son  of  John  and  Ailcy  Bullington.  His  perents  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia  and  came  to  Illinois  at  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War.  His  father  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Confed- 
erate Army,  scrying  through  the  entire  war  and  re- 
ceiving several  wounds. 

The  military  career  of  Col.  Bullington  began  in 
1901  when  he  enlisted  as  a  Private  in  Company  "F"  1th 
Illinois  Inf.  He  served  as  a  Private  until  July  5,  1907, 
When  he  was  commissioned  Captain  of  the  same  Com- 
pany. He  was  Captain  of  this  Company  Until  1913 
when  he  became  a  Regimental  Staff  Officer  of  the  4th 
111.  inf.  He  was  Quarter  Master  of  this  Regiment  dur- 
ing Mexican  Border  service  in  1916. 

In  May  1917,  he  was  promoted  to  Major,  and 
placed  in  command  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  4th  Inf.  This 
Regiment  was  called  into  service  in  August  1917,  and 
sent  to  Camp  Logan,  Huston,  Texas,  for  training  for 
duty  in  the  World  War. 

In  March  1918,  Col.  Bullington  was  transferred 
to  the  132nd  Infantry,  and  placed  in  command  of  the 
3rd  Battalion.  He  commanded  this  Battalion  until  the 
Armistice  was  signed.  He  was  then  promoted  to  Lieut. 
Col-  and  assigned  to  the  130th  Inft.,  which  was  the  old 


26  FAYETTE      COUNTY 

4th  111.  Inft. 

In  Feb.  1919,  he  was  sent  as  a  member  of  the 
American  Military  Mission  to  Berlin,  and  was  the  Inter- 
Allied  representative  in  northern  Germany  for  six 
months,  and  assisted  in  the  repatriation  of  the  Russian 
prisoners  of  war  then  in  the  German  Prison  Camps. 

He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  October  9, 
1919,  and  returned  to  Taylorville,  Illinois,  where  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  law. 

His  Battalion  saw  much  front-line  service  and  was 
engaged  in  many  battles.  He  was  wounded  and  gassed. 

He  received  citations  from  his  Division  Command- 
er and  from  General  Pershing,  and  was  also  awarded 
the  Belgian  Croix  de  Guerre  by  the  Belgian  Govern- 
ment for  meritorious  conduct  in  battle. 

In  civil  life  Col.  Bullington  was  a  school  teacher 
and  afterwards  a  lawyer.  He  was  City  Attorney  of 
Vandalia,  reporter  for  the  Illinois  Supreme  Court,  Pri- 
vate Secretary  to  Justice  Farmer  of  the  Illinois  Su- 
preme Court,  Private  Secretary  for  Congressman  Dick- 
son,  and  member  of  the  50th  General  Assembly  of 
Illinois. 


CHAS.  A.  CLARK,  MAJOR,  Q.  M.  C. 

Son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  M.  Clark,  of  Vandalia. 
Graduate  of  Vandalia  High  School.  Graduated  from 
University  of  Illinois  in  1898,  receiving  degree  of  B.  S. 
in  Electrical  Engineering.  Secretary  and  Gen'l.  Mgr.  of 
Vandalia  Light  &  Fuel  Company  1899  to  time  of  enter- 
ing Regular  Army.  Alderman  1st  Ward  two  terms. 

Enlisted  in  Company  I,  4th  Illinois  National  Guard 
July  3rd,  1893.  Was  a  member  of  Company  I,  and  saw 
service  and  strike  duty  at  Mounds  Junction  and  Spanish 
American  War.  Was  Captain  Company  I,  1899,  un- 
til he  entered  the  Regular  Army  in  1901. 

Accepted  commission  as  Second  Lieutenant,  Coast 
Artillery  Corps  Regular  Army,  September  23,  1901. 
Served  at  Fort  Worden,  Washington  as  District  Quar- 
termaster, District  Ordnance  Officer  and  District  Artil- 
lery Engineer. 

Transferred  in  1905  to  Ft  Totten,  New  York  and 
served  as  Commanding  Officer  101st  Company,  Coast 
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Artillery ;  then  District  Ordnance  Officer,  District  Quar- 
termaster and  Constructing  Quartermaster  until  Aug- 
ust 1909. 

Attended  the  Coast  Artillery  School  at  Fortress 
Monroe  in  1909,  graduating  in  1910.  Sent  to  Ft.  Ruger, 
H.  I.  1910,  as  District  Quartermaster,  which  position  he 
held  for  one  year,  being  then  appointed  District  Ord- 
nance Officer,  District  Artillery  Engineer  and  Chief  Sig- 
nal Officer  of  the  Hawaiian  Department.  In  these  ca- 
pacities he  had  supervision  of  the  mounting  of  the  guns 
in  the  Coast  Defenses  in  those  Islands  and  installation 
of  the  fire  control  system,  also  built  the  Army  Wire- 
less, located  in  those  Islands. 

Returned  to  the  United  States  in  November  1915. 
Was  stationed  at  Ft.  Winfield  Scott,  San  Francisco  in 
command  of  the  157th  Company,  Coast  Artillery  (Sub- 
marine Mine  Company).  While  in  command  of  this 
Company,  had  charge  of  mine  explosions  and  demoli- 
tion, which  position  he  held  until  the  beginning  of  the 
Great  War. 

Was  then  made  Assistant  to  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer of  the  National  Guard  District,  which  controlled 
all  of  the  Guards  on  Railroads  and  Utilities  in  the  area 
extending  from  Hanford,  Cal.,  to  the  Oregon  Line,  and 
from  San  Francisco  to  Salt  Lake  City. 

In  August  1917,  reported  to  Camp  Pike,  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas  as  Brigade  Adjutant  of  the  163rd  Bri- 
gade. Later  became  General  Staff  Officer  acting  as  G-2 
with  the  87th  Division.  Graduated  from  short  intelli- 
gence course  at  War  College,  Washington,  and  in  De- 
cember 1917,  was  ordered  overseas  for  instruction  pur- 
poses. In  January  and  February  of  1918,  was  in  Eypes 
Salient,  New  Zealand  Division,  going  from  there  to  the 
General  Staff  College  at  Longre,  France,  graduating  in 
June  1918,  and  returned  to  the  United  States  and 
joined  his  Division  which  was  then  at  Camp  Dix,  pre- 
paratory to  embarking  for  France.  Was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Lt.  Colonel  May  1918. 

Returned  to  France  with  the  Division  as  G-l,  later 
becoming  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Division  which  was 
brought  home  an(l  demobilized  by  him  in  Feb.  1919. 

After  the  Division  was  demobilized,  he  was  de- 
tailed for  four  years  in  the  Quartermaster  Corps  and 
ordered  to  duty  at  the  7th  Zone,  Chicago,  Illinois.  In 
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July,  1920,  was  transferred  from  Coast  Artillery  to 
the  Quartermaster  Corps  and  has  remained  stationed 
at  the  General  Intermediate  Depot,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
ever  since. 


MAJOR  ELIJAH  P.  CLAYTON 

Major  E.  P.  Clayton,  as  did  his  fellow  officers,  be- 
gan his  military  career  in  Company  I,  4th  Illinois  U.  S. 
Vol.,  in  which  organization  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
June  22,  1886.  June  22nd,  1891,  he  became  corporal 
and  a  year  later  was  commissioned  1st  Lieutenant.  He 
resigned  July  1,  1893,  but  re-enlisted  in  the  4th  111-  U. 
S.  Volunteers  June  1,  1894.  He  was  immediately  elect- 
ed 1st  sergeant,  and  1st  Lieutenant  July  6,  1897.  Three 
years  later,  November  1900,  he  was  elected  Captain 
and  Adjutant  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major, 
4th  111.  U.  S.  Volunteers  June  1904.  He  was  re-elected 
July  1914,  to  rank  from  June  1904.  May  18,  1917,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  4th 
111.  U.  S.  Volunteers.  Major  Clayton  served  in  the 
Spanish  American  War  and  saw  active  service  in  Cuba. 
After  being  mustered  into  Federal  Service  in  June 
1916,  his  battalion  served  on  the  Mexican  border  with 
the  4th  111.  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  out  of  Federal 
Service  March  15,  1917,  and  was  again  mustered  into 
Federal  Service  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  4th  In- 
fantry, Aug.  4th,  1917.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
Sept.  26,  1918.  A  month  later,  Oct.  30,  1918,  he  was 
appointed  Major,  United  States  Guards,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  March  10,  1919. 

Major  Clayton  has  had  a  long  and  honorable  mili- 
tary career  and  has  rendered  invaluable  service  to  his 
country.  In  civil  life  Major  Clayton  holds  a  respons- 
ible position  with  the  Ford  Roofing  Products  Co.  of 
Vandalia. 


CAPTAIN  FRED   G.   W.  EASTERDAY 

Capt.  Fred  G.  W.  Easterday,  son  of  Luther  and 
Annie  E.  Easterday  was  born  in  Vandalia,  Illinois, 
March  1,  1882.  Became  a  member  of  Co.  I,  4th  I.  N. 
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G-  when  in  his  teens  and  worked  his  way  from  Private 
through  all  intervening  gradations  to  Captain  of  the 
Company  March  12,  1914. 

With  the  Company  he  was  called  for  service  on 
various  special  occasions,  including  the  race  riots  at 
Springfield  and  East  St.  Louis,  111.,  and  for  flood  relief 
service  at  Shawneetown  in  1913,  at  which  point  he  was 
in  supreme  command  of  all  of  the  National  Guard  lo- 
cated there  for  a  period  of  eighteen  days.  The  entire 
service  of  the  military  in  flood  relief  service  at  that 
time  being  forty-three  days. 

He  was  relieved  from  duty  in  1915,  at  the  muster- 
ing out  of  Co.  I,  which  was  re-organized  subsequently. 
Although  relieved  of  command  at  his  own  request,  he 
was  subject  to  call  at  any  time  for  re-assignment  by  the 
Adjutant  General.  The  United  States  having  entered 
the  World  War  and  the  National  Guard  being  placed 
in  readiness,  he  received  a  telegram  from  Adjutant 
General  Dickson  again  re-assigning  him  to  Co.  I,  on 
June  27,  1917.  Through  his  efforts  Co.  I  enlisted  a 
large  number  of  recruits  making  the  Company  manned 
with  the  flower  of  the  volunteers  in  this  section  of  the 
State. 

The  Company  was  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  Aug.  1917,  and  in  October  was 
transferred  to  Camp  Logan,  Houston,  Texas.  After  ar- 
riving at  Camp  Logan,  by  general  orders  the  command- 
ing officers  were  transferred  from  command  of  their 
own  Companies,  and  as  a  consequence  Capt.  Easterday 
was  transferred  from  Co.  I  to  Co.  C,  from  Sullivan,  111. 
He,  with  this  company  sailed  with  the  regiment  for 
France  in  May  1918,  and  was  soon  engaged  in  the 
activities  of  actual  warfare.  In  August,  1918,  the 
Graves  Registration  Service  was  organized  and  by  rea- 
son of  the  fact  that  Capt.  Easterday  was  an  undertaker, 
he  was  relieved  of  command  and  assigned  to  command 
of  a  Company  in  that  service,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until  May  1919,  when  he  requested  to  be  re- 
lieved and  returned  to  Vandalia,  after  being  mustered 
out  in  New  York. 

At  the  time  lie  hastily  sold  his  business  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  Country,  he  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment not  to  engage  in  the  undertaking  business  in  Van- 
dalia, and  being  unable  to  secure  release  from  this 
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agreement,  he  could  not  again  enter  the  undertaking 
business.  He  was  offered  employment  as  foreman  in 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  Ford  Roofing  Products 
Plant  which  he  accepted  and  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged since  his  return. 

His  family  consists  of  his  wife,  daughter,  Eloise 
and  son,  Everett.  During  his  military  service  he  re- 
ceived special  mention  for  efficiency  on  several  occa- 
sions. He  has  always  enjoyed  athletics  and  out-door 
sports  and  early  in  his  military  career  qualified  as  a 
sharp  shooter  with  both  rifle  and  revolver. 


CAPTAIN  MARK  GREER 

Mark  Greer,  Captain  Medical  Corps,  was  born  in 
Vandalia,  March  21,  1889.  Graduated  from  the  Van- 
dalia  High  School  in  the  class  of  1909.  Graduated 
from  St.  Louis  University  College  of  Medicine  in  the 
class  of  1913.  Was  house  surgeon  of  the  Rebekah  Hos- 
pital, St.  Louis,  the  year  of  1914.  Practiced  medicine 
and  surgery  in  Vandalia  until  his  enlistment  in  the  Med- 
ical Corps  in  1917.  He  was  called  to  Washington,  D. 
C.,  for  active  service  Sept.  10,  1917.  Two  weeks  later 
he  was  sent  to  England  and  was  attached  to  the  British 
Expeditionary  Forces-  From  London  he  was  sent  to 
Fort  Pitt,  Chatham,  England,  where  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  eighty  surgical  beds.  He  served  here  for 
five  months.  March  20,  1918,  he  was  ordered  to 
France  for  service  with  the  150th  Royal  Naval  Division. 
After  three  months  service  he  was  transferred  to  the 
93rd  Army  Brigade  Royal  Field  Artillery  and  placed 
in  charge  of  eight  hundred  men.  In  Oct.  1918,  he  was 
awarded  the  Military  Cross  by  the  British  Government 
for  dressing  men  of  his  brigade  when  they  were  caught 
in  a  barrage  while  on  the  advance,  many  men  being 
killed.  The  last  eight  months  of  the  war  were  spent  in 
the  trenches,  the  last  three  months  being  spent  in  con- 
tinuous action  without  rest 

When  the  armistice  was  signed  he  was  sent  to  Bel- 
gium and  was  stationed  near  Brussels  with  the  British 
Army  of  Occupation.  He  was  sent  to  England  Jan- 
uary 1918  on  account  of  trench  fever  and  an  injury  re- 
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ceived  when  thrown  from  a  horse.  He  was  in  the  Lon- 
don hospitals  three  weeks  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
was  transferred  to  the  American  army  and  sent  home 
as  a  casual  with  general  debility  and  paralysis  of  the 
right  hand.  After  six  weeks  of  treatment  in  American 
hospitals  he  was  discharged  from  the  service  at  Camp 
Grant  April  3,  1919.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Captain  Feb.  16,  1919.  After  his  release  from  the 
service  Captain  Greer  resumed  his  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery  in  Vandalia. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


COMPANY  I,  130th  U-  S.  INFANTRY. 

(By  Dan  Colburn) 

Early  History 

The  4th  Illinois  Infantry,  of  which  Company  I  was 
a  part,  can  be  traced  back  to  1882  when  it  was  known 
as  the  9th  Infantry  under  the  command  of  Col.  Lewis 
Krugoff  of  Nashville. 

December  26th,  1885  the  Field  and  Staff  Officers 
of  the  9th  Infantry  were  mustered  out  of  the  service 
and  the  regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  8th  In- 
fantry, under  which  name  it  was  carried  on  the  rolls  at 
the  Adjutant  General's  office  until  December  1st,  1890 
when  it  became  the  4th  Infantry,  Illinois  National 
Guard.  It  served  under  this  name  until  it  became  the 
130th  Infantry  27  years  later. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  Federal  Serv- 
ice May  20th,  1898.  Col.  Cassemer  Andel  of  Belle- 
ville, then  in  command,  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Col.  Eben  Swift,  an  officer  of  the  Regular  Army.  The 
Regiment  was  assigned  to  the  7th  Army  Corps  under 
General  Fitzhugh  Lee,  and  was  a  part  of  the  Army  of 
Occupation  of  Cuba  in  the  early  part  of  1899.  It  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  May  2nd, 
1899. 

Both  before  and  after  the  Spanish-American 
War  the  Regiment  saw  more  active  service  than  any 
other  Regiment  in  the  Illinois  National  Guard,  being 
called  out  whenever  disorders  requiring  troops,  arose. 

On  the  Border  and  on  Riot  Duty 

When  trouble  was  imminent  with  Mexico  in  1916, 
the  Regiment  was  sent  to  the  Border  with  Col.  Edward 
J.  Lang  in  command.  It  was  mustered  into  the  Federal 
Service  at  Springfield  June  29th,  1916,  and  was  sent  to 
Camp  Wilson,  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  it  remained 
for  over  nine  months  undergoing  intensive  training  and 
being  a  participant  in  the  famous  "Austin  Hike"  when 
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the  regiment  carried  their  70  pound  packs  a  distance  of 
over  200  miles  as  a  part  of  their  training. 

The  Regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  Federal 
Service  at  Ft.  Sheridan,  Illinois,  March  15th,  1917, 
which  was  only  22  days  before  Congress  declared  that 
a  state  of  war  existed  between  Germany  and  the  United 
States. 

During  the  period  that  elapsed  between  1886  and 
1916  the  regiment  was  called  out  not  less  than  29  times, 
always  conducting  itself  with  credit  and  fulfilling  its 
duties  to  the  letter. 

Extensive  plans  were  laid  for  the  keeping  of  Deco- 
ration Day  1917,  but  a  race  riot  broke  out  in  East  St. 
Louis  and  Co.  I,  under  the  command  of  1st  Lieut.  Guy 
Beebe  left  on  No.  21  for  East  St.  Louis  and  arrived  at 
6 :00  P.  M-,  May  29th.  Having  succeeded  in  restoring 
order  they  returned  June  5th. 

On  July  3rd  another  race  riot  broke  out.  This 
time  Capt.  Fred  G-  W.  Easterday  and  Lieutenants  Bee- 
be  and  Volberg  and  32  enlisted  men  forming  Co.  I, 
were  ordered  out,  and  arrived  at  the  scene  of  carnage 
in  record  time.  After  several  days  of  strenuous  guard 
duty  order  was  restored  and  Co.  I  returned  to  Vandalia. 

Back  Into  Federal  Service 

On  July  1st,  a  campaign  was  begun  to  increase  the 
personnel  of  Co.  I.  The  boys  volunteered  readily  with 
the  result  that  the  enrollment  was  increased  from  31 
to  132  men  in  less  than  one  month. 

July  25th  the  Company  was  called  out  for  active 
service.  This  was  a  great  day  in  Vandalia.  Mess  was 
served  in  the  court  yard  in  true  military  style.  The 
afternoon  was  spent  in  giving  exhibition  drills  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Company  that  had  had  previous  service  on 
the  Mexican  Border.  Vandalia  was  named  as  the 
rendezvous  and  the  Company  was  quartered  at  the 
Armory  Hall  and  fed  in  the  basement  under  the  Dixie 
Theatre. 

A  systematic  course  in  training  was  established 
under  the  direct  supervision  of  Major  Bullington  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Elijah  P.  Clayton.  Vandalia  had  now  begun 
to  assume  a  martial  appearance.  Beginning  August 
2nd,  Co.  I,  was  given  their  physical  examination  by 
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Lieut.  Dillinger,  U.  S.  M.  C-,  assisted  by  Dr.  Mark  Greer. 
As  a  result  of  this  examination  12  men  were  discharged 
by  reason  of  physical  disability. 

August  7th,  Co.  I  was  mustered  into  the  Federal 
Service  by  Capts.  Soper  and  Cody.  The  organization 
then  ceased  to  be  a  National  Guard  organization  and 
became  one  of  the  United  States  Army. 

August  26th,  82  members  of  the  Company  gave 
an  exhibition  drill  at  the  Chautauqua  grounds  at  Tay- 
lorville,  Illinois.  A  sham  battle,  bayonet  charge,  and 
guard  mount  were  some  of  the  specials.  At  sundown 
the  Company  stood  Retreat  in  true  military  fashion 
while  the  colors  were  being  lowered. 

Since  July  25th  the  military  clothing  had  been 
very  scarce  and  anyone  having  a  uniform  or  other  ar- 
ticles of  military  clothng  to  sell  could  get  almost  any 
price  for  them.  But  Sept.  1st,  Sup.  Sgt.  E.  M.  Colbert 
announced  that  he  had  some  clothing  to  issue.  This 
issue  consisted  of  uniforms,  leggings,  belts,  underwear, 
hats,  stockings  and  shoes.  Sept.  2nd,  Co.  I  turned  out 
for  reveille  looking  more  like  soldiers. 

Sept  13th  a  competitive  drill  was  participated  in 
with  Col.  E.  P.  Clayton  and  Major  J.  J.  Bullington  as 
judges.  The  9th  Squad  under  Corporal  William  Cates 
was  finally  declared  the  best  quad  in  the  Company. 

Sept.  20th,  was  spent  at  St  Elmo.  The  Company 
gave  an  exhibition  close  order  drill  in  the  morning. 
Everyone  was  dimissed  at  11 :30  to  get  ready  for  a  big 
dinner  which  the  ladies  of  St.  Elmo  had  waiting  for  us. 
The  Captain  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  led  us  to  believe 
it  would  be  fine,  but  when  we  sat  down,  oh  boy!  It 
exceeded  the  fondest  expectations.  Everyone  ate  until 
their  interior  capacity  was  exceeded  at  least  20%.  The 
ladies  of  St.  Elmo  were  thanked  heartily  for  this  hos- 
pitality and  many  times  later  on  as  we  sat  beside  the 
road  in  France  eating  our  hardtack  and  "corn  willie" 
we  would  think  and  talk  about  the  dinner  we  had  in 
St.  Elmo. 

Sept.  21st,  we  began  an  overland  trip.  Ramsey 
and  Pana  were  visited  the  first  day  and  the  night  was 
spent  in  Taylorville.  Exhibition  drills  were  given  at 
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Ramsey  and  Pana  and  a  short  one  upon  our  arrival  at 
Taylorville,  then  we  were  dismissed  for  the  day.  Citi- 
zens of  Taylorville  grabbed  soldiers  right  and  left  and 
took  them  to  their  homes  for  the  night,  entertaining 
them  in  a  manner  never  to  be  forgotten.  The  Company 
did  very  little  drilling  Saturday  and  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing the  Company  left  for  Nokomis  by  way  of  automo- 
biles. The  Nokomis  Band  was  out  to  meet  the  boys- 
The  company  kitchen  in  charge  of  Sgt.  Card  was  get- 
ting a  regular  workout  on  this  trip.  After  dinner  a  two 
hours'  close  order  drill  was  given  with  a  Guard  Mount 
as  a  special.  The  Company  returned  that  afternoon 
to  Vandalia  all  having  enjoyed  the  trip. 

Sept.  2.8th,  Lieut.  Cecil  Volberg  and  Miss  Anita 
Bell  were  united  in  marriage.  They  were  hauled  from 
the  train  in  a  cart  propelled  by  some  of  the  members  of 
Co.  I,  and  with  the  Regimental  Band  leading  the  pro- 
cession they  were  taken  to  their  home  in  the  north  part 
of  the  city. 

On  Oct.  5th  occurred  the  last  drill  ever  given  in 
Vandalia  by  Co.  I.  It  was  advertised  as  "Field  Day," 
and  despite  the  windy  weather  an  enormous  crowd  was 
present.  Th'e  afternoon  was  spent  in  exhibition  drill, 
both  close  and  extended  order  and  included  a  machine 
gun  drill  by  the  130th  Machine  Gun  Co.  The  music 
was  furnished  by  the  Regimental  Band- 

Off  to  Camp 

Preparations  were  being  made  by  the  Company 
to  leave  for  their  training  camp  which  was  to  be  Camp 
Logan,  Texas.  Orders  were  expected  daily.  They 
were  accordingly  received  on  the  7th  of  October.  The 
orders  were  that  we  were  to  leave  at  5  :00  P.  M.  Oct. 
9th.  At  2 :30  the  Company  formed  in  front  of  the  Arm- 
ory Hall  and  were  marched  to  the  depot  in  formation. 
Here  we  were  dismissed  to  talk  to  our  parents  and  rela- 
tives until  train  tirne.  The  crowd  was  large  and  emo- 
tion ran  high.  Some  mothers  bade  their  boys  good-bye 
for  the  last  time.  At  four  minutes  past  5:00  o'clock 
the  boys  boarded  the  train.  The  Company  numbered 
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174  men  as  follows : 

CAPTAIN 
Fred  G.  W.  Easterday 

LIEUTENANTS 
1st.  Lieut.  Henry  W.  Bullington      2nd.  Lieut.  Cecil  Volberg 

SERGEANTS 
1st.  Sgt.  Charles  L.  Davis  Sup.  Sgt.  Elvin  M.  Colbert 

Mess  Sgt.  William  Card 

Harry  M  Starnes  Leslie  J.  Hanauer 

Frank   Stubblefield  Slater  H.  Vollentine 

Gustavious  A.   Schert  Anselmo  F.  Dappert 

W.  R.  Bell 

CORPORALS 


William  G.   Kile 
Merlin  L.  Dappert 
Jess  Bagley 
Oscar  G.  Goodwin 
Jess  M.   Cheshier 
Frank  Parish 


William  J.  Redding 


Ralph  E.  Blalock 

Tyner  B.  Alsbury 
William  Gates 
Noah  D.   Colburn 
James  Ivan  Dappert 
Walter  Emert 
Clifford  F.  Paschal 

Arthur  C.  Arnold 
Harry  JE.  Ashton 
Hallie  V.  Avis 
Fred   M.   Britton 
Melvin    A.    Bolt 
Chesser  W.  Brown 


William  G.  Durbin 
Thomas  C.  Pippin 
Elden  R.  Carson 
Ivory  Bush 
Fred  Cox 

COOKS 

Arthur  N.  Berndt 

MECHANIC 
Frank  Griffith 

BUGLERS 

Cameron  B.  Withers 


Fred  Pruett 
Jess  E.  Smith 
Charles  Scott 
Albert  0.  Sapp 
Charles  F.  Snerly 

PRIVATES 

William  T.  Bone 
John   W.   Bail 
Noah  S.  Barr 
Frank  Belcher 
Allie  Brown 

i  James  A.   Burch&m 
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Benry  Bruce 
Elmer  W.  Causey 
Wendell  Causey 
Otis  J.  Chappell 
Allen  R.   Clark 
Leander  Chitwood 
Claud  H.  Curry 
James  C.   Cunningham 
John  E.   Cunningham 
Wilson  J.  Crutchley 
Lloyd  E.  Doty 
Theodore  R.  Depew 
Melvin  F.   Denning 
Dean  S.  Dorman 
John  V.  Dappert 
John  Emert 
Jess  Evans 
Otto  Feller 
Clayton  C.  Frailey 
William  H.  Fellwock 
Marlon  A.  Feezel 
John  D.  Finley 
Fred  E.  Gelsinger 
Harold  C.  Goodbrake 
Homer  E.   Grubaugh 
John  E.  Grubaugh 
Glenn  Goodsen 
Harry  L.  Hyatt 
Charles  L.  Hammer 
Howard  Heather 
James  E.  Hunt 
Carl  A.  Hall 
Francis  R.  Hall 
Robert  Hathaway 
Elmer  W.  Jones 
John  D.  Jenkins 
Lloyd  E.  Kinney 
Elmer  Kinney 
Lloyd  Kinsey 
Clarence  E.  Koontz 
John  W.  Kettermah> 
Vallee  B.  Keesecker 
Lester  R.   Langley 
Frank  E.  Lofland 


George  B.   Lake 
Roy  Logsdon 
Joseph  E.  Logsdon 
Harold  J.  Lynam 
Isaac  N.  Linton 
Lloyd  H.  McFadden 
Charles  W.  Miller 
Clarence  W.  Miller 
Philip  McKean 
Roy  Milligan 
Robert   Matson 
William  A.  Matson 
Charles  A.  Mathewson 
John  Mason 
Mike  Mason 
Lewis  Miller 
Rolla   S.    Mears 
William  T.  Marrs 
Earl  W.  Muma 
Gilbert  Nolan 
Earl  Nicol 
John  Nichols 
Charles  C.  Neimier 
Theodore   Oliver 
Guy  E.  Perkins 
William  M.  Porter 
Pearl  E.  Parks 
Earl  Robertson 
Hiram  S.  Rhodes 
Dan  Reeter 
Sidney  D.  Radcliff 
Harry  Reynolds 
Charles  F.  Reed 
Fred   Rowland 
Christopher  Rowland 
Harry  F.  Ray 
Austin  G.  Sayles 
Donald  C.  Smith 
George  Smith 
Cecil  Smith 
Joseph  E.   Smith 
John  H.  Smith 
Jesse  F.  Smith 
Albert  Sickles 
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Lawrence  E.  Stone  Virgil  E.   Tedrick 

Hallie  W.  Sharp  Clayton  J.  Vance 

Dale  Sturgeon  Harry  G.  Walton 

George  Schuler  Robt.  L.  Wade 

Edward  F.  Stevenson  Floyd  L.   Williams 

Ernest  A.  Shadrick  Elza  L.  Willis 
Leonard  M.  Taylor 

TRANSFERRED  PRIVATES  TO  HQ.   CO.   130th  INFT. 
Walter  Shives 

TRANSFERRED  PRIVATES  TO  CO.  L. 
Fred  R.  Hensley  Eddie  G.  Orr 

Calvin   E.  Jernigan  Harvey    Williams 

Eugene  Neese  William  R.  Pettie 

James  E.  Orr  Charles   C.   Buchanan 

RECRUITS  AND  MEN  UNASSIGNED 

Andrew  Newman  Nolan   Smith 

Dwight  Sawyer  Tony  Aden 

Elmer  Daugherty  Troy  Grant 

Charles    Shehan  William  Bertrucci 

Patrick   Halpin  Harry  Bush 

Stephen  Halpin  Ross  Hensley 

CIVILIAN  COOK 
Michael  J.   Schmulen 


It  became  dark  about  the  time  the  train  arrived 
at  Centralia.  Most  of  the  boys  retired  early.  The  next 
morning  found  the  Company  in  Tennessee.  The  "Ghost 
walked"  and  the  fellows  had  plenty  of  money  for  the 
rest  of  the  trip.  Stops  were  made  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
Canton,  Miss.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  LaFayette,  La.  The 
Company  arrived  at  Camp  Logan  about  daybreak  Oct. 
12th.  They  detrained  about  6 :30  a.  m.,  and  arrived  at 
the  allotted  area  about  7 :30  a.  m. 

Life  at  Camp  Logan 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  week  following  arrival 
was  taken  up  in  cleaning  the  camp,  grubbing  stumps 
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for  a  drill  ground,  and  erecting  tents.  The  Dappert 
brothers  surveyed  the  Camp  and  ditches  were  dug  to 
carry  away  the  water.  Preparations  were  made  for 
a  long  stay. 

October  20th,  the  boys  had  their  first  experience 
with  a  sand  storm,  there  being  plenty  of  sand  and  wind 
in  that  particular  locality.  October  24th,  the  129th 
and  130th  Infantry  participated  in  the  Liberty  Loan 
Parade  at  Houston,  Texas.  They  were  reviewed  by 
Gov.  Frank  O-  Lowden,  Adjutant  General  Dickson,  and 
Major  General  George  R.  Bell,  the  Division  Command- 
er. 

November  8th,  Co.  I  received  about  50  new  men 
from  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa.  It  was  the  signal  for  the 
mess  sergeant  to  scare  up  rations  for  these  hungry  men 
from  a  scanty  supply  and  for  the  supply  sergeant  and 
1st  sergeant  to  contend  with  such  names  as  Marcus 
Zougenalis,  Guiseppe  Pucciarelli,  Joseph  Klimesewski, 
August  Baranowskis,  Gregor  Golja,  Joe  Dubunski  and 
others  as  hard  to  handle.  About  40%  of  these  men 
were  suffering  from  some  sort  of  disability  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  many  of  the  men  were  discharged  within 
the  next  month. 

A  trip  was  made  to  the  rifle  range  a  few  days  later. 
After  several  days  of  rifle  practice  the  scores  were 
compared  and  Capt.  Easterday  was  found  to  be  in  the 
lead  with  William  G.  Durbin  second  and  Albert  O. 
Sapp  a  close  third.  The  Company  returned  to  camp 
and  began  to  take  more  advanced  drills  and  maneuvers. 

1st  Lieut.  Reuben  S.  Denny  was  assigned  to  Co.  I, 
which  brought  the  officer  personnel  up  to  1  Captain,  2 
1st  Lieutenants  and  one  2nd  Lieutenant. 

Sergt.  Hanauer  was  assigned  to  trench  construc- 
tion, Sgt.  Cheshier  to  bayonet  instruction,  Sgt.  A.  F. 
Dappert  to  machine  gun  instruction  and  the  Company 
as  a  whole  was  beginning  to  grasp  the  finer  points  of 
maneuvering. 

Thanksgiving  Day  was  fittingly  observed.  The 
dinner  consisted  of  221  Ibs.  turkey  stuffed  with  dress- 
ing, mashed  potatoes,  baked  beans,  celery,  cranberry 
sauce,  fruit  salad,  coffee,  46  pies  and  11  gallons  brick 
ice  cream.  It  was  enjoyed  by  everybody. 

The  drilling  was  becoming  more  strenuous  every 
day  and  the  entire  Division  received  a  field  inspection 
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to  ascertain  the  condition  of  their  equipment.  The 
equipment  was  of  the  old  issue  and  unserviceable  and 
a  poor  showing  was  the  result. 

New  equipment  began  to  come  in  and  the  Company 
began  to  assume  a  more  war-like  appearance  every 
day. 

With  Christmas  coming  the  boys  began  to  think  of 
getting  a  furlough,  but  only  a  few  of  them  were  able 
to  get  them  so  the  rest  had  to  make  the  best  of  it.  Christ- 
mas dinner  through  the  efforts  of  Mess  Sergt.  Fleming 
was  a  decided  success,  and  in  addition  the  Red  Cross 
distributed,  through  the  Regimental  Supply  Officer  sev- 
eral Christmas  boxes,  so  on  the  whole  the  boys  spent 
a  very  enjoyable  Christmas. 

Most  of  the  winter  was  damp  and  foggy.  Hikes 
took  the  place  of  drills,  and  when  the  weather  was  un- 
fit for  hiking  the  Company  stood  inspections.  It  was 
very  necessary  that  the  most  rigid  rules  for  sanitation 
be  established  and  adhered  to  as  the  open  winter  was 
very  conducive  to  ill  health. 

During  the  month  of  January  1918,  the  Dappert 
boys,  Anselmo  and  Merlin,  were  sent  to  Leon  Springs 
to  take  the  Officers  training  course.  Up  to  this  time 
there  had  been  48  men  transferred  from  Co.  I  and  they 
were  replaced  with  men  who  could  hardly  understand 
English.  But  the  non-commissioned  officers  began  to 
get  the  men  in  shape  and  it  was  not  long  until  they 
began  to  make  good  soldiers. 

Wendell  Causey  died  Feb.  4th,  at  the  hospital  at 
Camp  Logan  of  measles  and  mumps.  His  body  was 
sent  to  his  home  in  Sharon  township  accompanied  by 
Capt.  Fred  G.  W.  Easterday.  His  death  cast  a  gloom 
over  the  entire  Company.  He  was  missed  by  all. 

An  abundant  supply  of  clothing  had  been  issued 
to  the  entire  Division.  Rumors  were  afloat  that  we 
were  going  across-  A  Division  Field  Inspection  was 
held.  It  was  found  that  the  32nd  Division  National 
Guard  troops  from  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  were  in 
better  condition.  Most  of  the  clothing  and  equipment 
was  therefore  recalled  to  supply  the  32nd  Division  and 
the  33rd  was  short  again.  The  32nd  Division  embarked 
in  February.  Some  of  the  units  of  that  Division  were 
on  the  British  troop  ship  Tuscania  which  was  sunk  off 
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the  coast  of  Ireland. 

The  boys  had  just  about  decided  that  we  were  not 
destined  to  go  to  France.  Our  officers  were  being  trans- 
ferred to  other  companies  and  we  were  very  short  of 
equipment.  Then  came  the  rapid  German  advance  on 
the  Somme  late  in  March.  Large  lots  of  equipment  be- 
gan coming  in  and  it  seemed  as  though  we  were  des- 
tined to  go  at  last. 

Capt.  Fred  Easterday  was  transferred  from  Co.  I 
to  Co.  C.  in  the  latter  part  of  March.  Genuine  regret 
was  felt  by  all,  and  all  eyes  were  turned  on  Capt.  Earl 
Hunter  of  Co.  D.  who  was  to  lead  Co.  I  through  the  re- 
mainder of  the  War.  Capt.  Hunter  soon  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  men  however  and  things  began  to  take 
shape  for  the  final  equipment  of  the  organization. 

During  the  month  of  April  drilling  was  almost  en- 
tirely dispensed  with  and  the  time  was  spent  in  draw- 
ing new  equipment,  standing  inspection  and  getting 
everything  in  readiness  to  leave.  Hope  ran  high  and 
the  boys  were  "rarin'  to  go."  A  large  contingent  of 
drafted  men  was  transferred  to  the  company  which 
brought  the  Company  personnel  to  about  two  hundred 
men. 

As  April  neared  its  close  it  became  almost  impos- 
sible to  get  any  sleep.  Equipment  was  drawn  at  all 
times  of  the  night-  Sizes  of  clothing  and  shoes  were 
sadly  neglected.  The  main  idea  was  to  get  the  men 
equipped  in  time,  sizes  could  be  handled  later.  After 
all  equipment  was  packed  and  we  were  ready  to  leave 
we  received  4  men  attired  in  civilian  clothing,  one  of 
them  having  been  drafted  April  21st.  It  was  necessary 
to  draw  clothing  and  equipment  for  them. 

Off  For  The  Coast 

On  May  1st,  all  cots  were  turned  in  and  we  were 
"outta  luck"  for  any  place  to  sleep  until  we  left  Camp 
Logan,  Saturday  May  4th.  Co.  I  boarded  the  train 
about  4:30  P.  M-  There  seemed  to  be  no  regrets  at 
leaving  Texas  and  everybody  was  wanting  to  be  on 
the  way.  The  same  route  was  followed  to  New  Orleans 
that  was  taken,  going  to  Camp  Logan.  At  New  Or- 
leans we  headed  north  still  on  the  same  route. 

The  boys  were  becoming  hilarious.     The  rumors 
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passed  around  that  we  were  going  back  through  Van- 
dalia.  The  boys  were  going  wild.  Everything  went 
fine  until  we  stopped  in  Kentucky.  It  was  Paducah. 
Then  we  gave  up  hopes.  Some  of  the  boys  swore,  oth- 
ers tried  to  interest  themselves  playing  cards,  but  the 
majority  of  them  looked  as  though  they  had  lost  their 
best  friend.  It  was  a  bitter  pill  to  swallow.  But  we 
soon  became  reconciled  to  it. 

We  traveled  through  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania, stopping  about  five  hours  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 
The  City  Common  or  Park  on  the  banks  of  the  beauti- 
ful Susquehannah  River  as  seen  in  the  glow  of  an  ideal 
spring  sunset  was  the  most  beautiful  bit  of  scenery 
that  it  has  ever  been  my  pleasure  to  see.  We  left 
Wilkesbarre  about  dusk,  and  as  the  train  reached  the 
top  of  the  winding  grade  the  lights  of  Wilkesbarre 
could  be  seen  blinking  in  the  distance. 

We  arrived  at  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island  about  10 
A-  M.  the  next  morning.  Here  we  were  to  be  fitted  up 
as  completely  equipped  for  foreign  service.  The  Com- 
pany Officers,  1st  Sergeant,  Supply  Sergeant,  Mess 
Sergeant  and  Company  Clerk  were  so  busy  that  sleep 
was  a  matter  of  secondary  importance.  Clothing  and 
equipment  was  drawn  at  all  times  of  the  night.  The 
click  of  a  typewriter  could  be  heard  any  time.  Here 
we  drew  our  steel  helmets  or  "tin  hats"  as  they  were 
better  known. 

On  May  15th,  the  Company  was  fully  equipped, 
the  passenger  list  made  out,  everything  packed  for 
shipment  including  the  Victrola  which  the  Red  Cross 
Chapter  of  Vandalia  had  given  the  boys. 

The  Infantry  soldiers  when  fully  equipped  carried 
the  following  articles: 

CLOTHING 

1  Belt,  Waist  2  Ornaments,  Collar 

1  Breeches,  W.  O.  D.  1  Overcoat 

1  Cap,   Overseas  1  Slicker 

1  Coat,  W.  O.  D.  2  Shirts,  Flannel 

2  Drawers,   Prs.   Woolen  2  Pr.   Shoes,  Field 

1  Gloves,  Pr.  4  Pr.  Stockings,  Woolen 

1  Pr.  Leggins,  Canvas  2  Undershirts,  Woolen 

1  Poncho 
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ORDNANCE  PROPERTY 

1  Can,  Bacon  1  Gun  sling 

1  Can,  Condiment  1  Haversack 

1  Bayonet  1  Helmet,  steel 

1  Bayonet  Scabbard  1  Knife 

1  Brush  and  Thong  1  Can,  meat 

1  Canteen  1  Oiler  and  thong  case 

1  Canteen  cover  1  Pack   carrier 

100  Cartridges  Ball  Col.   30          1  Pouch  for  first  aid 

1  Cartridge  Belt  Dismtd.  1  Spoon 

1  Cup  1  U.  S.  Rifle  Cal.  30. 

1  Fork  1  Intrenching  tool 

1  front  sight  cover 

QUARTERMASTER 

1  Razor,  Safety  1  Iron  Rations 

1  Shelter  Half  1  Soap,  cake 

1  Tent  pole  1  Towel,  face 
5  Tent  pins  1  Comb 

2  Blankets,  W.  O.  D. 

ENGINEER  PROPERTY 
Compass,  watch,  1  to  each  liaison  man. 

SIGNAL  PROPERTY 

Field  Glasses  type  EE  Flag  kits,  Infantry 

1  to  each  Sergeant.  1  to  each  bugler. 

This  equipment  when  properly  disposed  of  made 
a  very  compact  roll  and  weighed  from  80  to  100  Ibs. 
After  once  becoming  accustomed  to  carrying  them  they 
were  not  so  bad  as  would  be  supposed.  But  the  sol- 
dier never  liked  them  and  every  opportunity  to  lighten 
them  was  taken. 

All  equipment  lost  in  the  United  States  was  to  be 
paid  for  at  the  end  of  each  month  by  the  soldier  losing 
it.  All  equipment  lost  in  France  was  supposed  to  be 
lost  in  action  and  no  charge  was  made  for  it. 

>  The  Trip  Across 

About  9 :00  a.  m-,  May  16th,  the  Company  boarded 
the  U.  S.  Transport  Agamemnon  which  was  formerly 
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a  German  ship  named  "Kaiser  Wilhelm  the  2nd."  The 
writer  was  the  first  member  of  Co.  I  on  board  the  ship 
and  the  only  one  that  was  permitted  to  land  again  after 
the  ship  had  been  loaded.  The  ship  lay  at  anchor  all 
day  within  sight  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty.  About  5:00 
P.  M.,  after  a  short  blast  of  the  whistle  the  ship  was 
towed  out  into  deeper  water  and  cut  loose. 

A  long  blast  of  the  whistle  and  she  slowly  swung 
around  and  made  for  the  east  with  her  sister  ship  the 
Mt.  Vernon  on  the  starboard  side.  This  relative  posi- 
tion was  held  all  the  way  across. 

As  it  neared  sunset  of  a  beautiful  day  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  disappeared  on  the  western  horizon.  All 
realized  more  keenly  than  ever  before  the  gigantic  task 
which  lay  before  them  and  that  its  accomplishment 
must  be  full  or  we  would  never  have  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing the  fair  United  States  again. 

Fortunately  the  ship  was  a  large  one  and  did  not 
rock  much  so  there  was  very  little  seasickness  and 
everything  progressed  nicely.  No  lights  of  any  de- 
scription were  allowed  after  dusk.  A  strict  night  watch 
was  kept.  During  the  day  the  gun  crews  were  at  the 
guns  continuously  and  everything  that  looked  suspic- 
ious, even  to  a  floating  board,  was  fired  at.  Only  once 
was  it  thought  that  a  submarine  was  near.  About  day- 
break May  23rd  a  loud  blast  from  the  whistle  of  the 
Mt.  Vernon  answered  by  one  from  the  Agememnon 
brought  everybody  on  board.  Five  destroyers  came 
into  view,  and  were  quickly  along  side.  It  was  hard  to 
conceive  how  anything  so  small  could  be  so  speedy. 
These  destroyers  could  cut  circles  around  the  larger 
ships-  These  destroyers  conveyed  the  two  transports 
to  port. 

France 

About  10 :00  A.  M.,  on  May  24th,  land  was  sighted. 
It  was  a  welcome  sight  for  several  times  during  the  voy- 
age it  had  been  remarked  that  "if  we  ever  get  on  dry 
land  we  will  stay  there."  The  anchor  was  dropped 
about  11:00  A.  M.  There  were  several  transports  in 
the  harbor  with  an  aggregate  of  50,000  troops.  With 
the  exception  of  a  small  detail  which  landed  May  25th, 
the  Company  did  not  land  until  the  morning  of  the  26th. 
After  landing  we  began  a  long  hill  climb  to  the  rest 
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Camp.  This  hill  must  have  been  at  least  three  kilome- 
ters long.  Most  of  the  boys  expected  to  find  some  sort 
of  Camp  as  the  place  we  were  to  stop  was  designated 
as  "Rest  Camp."  When  we  arrived  we  found  that  it 
was  nothing  but  an  open  field-  This  was  nothing  new 
though  and  pup  tents  were  soon  pitched  and  a  Camp 
was  made. 

Almost  immediately  an  old  French  lady  appeared 
at  the  fence  not  far  distant  with  some  Vin  Rouge.  Busi- 
ness picked  up  right  away,  and  in  the  next  few  days 
that  passed  the  boys  became  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  "Vin  Sisters,"  Vin  Rouge  and  Vin  Blanc.  Most 
of  the  time  at  the  rest  camp  was  spent  in  cleaning 
clo rlics  and  equipment  and  getting  rid  of  wine  and 
Ur  itfcd  States  money. 

The  French  were  very  glad  to  see  us.  We  were  all 
struck  by  the  absence  of  men  of  military  age.  The 
smaller  boys  had  a  passion  for  American  cigarettes. 
About  the  first  English  they  learned  was  "cigarette" 
and  "chewing  gum."  Decoration  Day,  1918,  was  spent 
in  Brest  and  several  of  the  boys  wondered  what  the 
folks  back  home  were  doing. 

The  Regiment  broke  camp  on  May  31st,  and  start- 
ed for  Oismont  by  train.  About  11 :00  A.  M.  we  board- 
ed and  began  the  first  lap  of  the  long  trip  to  the  front. 
It  was  our  first  experience  in  riding  in  the  famous  "8 
Chevaux,  40  Hommes"  French  side  door  pullman.  The 
car  was  supposed  to  hold  8  horses  or  40  men.  On  this 
trip  about  36"  men  were  placed  in  each  car-  This  made 
it  very  crowded  even  with  the  maximum  number  of 
legs  and  feet  hanging  out  the  door. 

With  The  British 

We  arrived  at  Oismont  about  5:00  A.  M.,  and  de- 
trained immediately.  We  hiked  4  kilometers  to  an 
encampment  of  Engineers.  Remaining  here  until  June 
3rd,  we  hiked  to  Doudelainville.  Here  we  became 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  word  billet.  It  meant 
anything  from  a  room  in  a  house  to  a  fairly  dry  spot  in 
a  pig  sty.  Food  was  scarce  and  money  more  so.  The 
boys  learned  their  first  lessons  in  fatiguing  and  salvag- 
ing. Due  to  the  fact  that  our  supply  base  had  not  been 
established  army  rations  were  scarce  and  hard  to  get, 
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but  within  a  few  days  supplies  reached  us  in  quanti- 
ties. We  were  quartered  and  rationed  the  same 
as  the  English  Army  at  that  time  and  our  rations  had 
an  abundance  of  cheese,  tea  and  jam  in  it.  Coffee  was 
almost  impossible  to  get.  June  7th  the  Company  turned 
In  all  extra  equipment  that  they  were  so  particular 
about  giving  us  in  the  United  States.  The  officers  bade 
goodbye  to  their  trunks  and  extra  equipment  includng 
the  six  pairs  of  white  cuffs  that  they  had  been  com- 
pelled to  take  as  equipment.  This  was  done  in  order 
that  moving  might  be  more  easily  accomplished.  Each 
Company  was  allowed  one  rolling  kitchen  and  two 
limbers.  This  means  of  transportation  could  not  carry 
one-third  of  what  the  Company  had  so  it  was  necessary 
to  dispose  of  some  of  the  property  even  though  it  was 
hard  to  take. 

June  9th,  the  Company  hiked  to  Embreville  ar- 
riving there  the  same  afternoon.  At  this  place  we  were 
under  orders  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  June  14th, 
we  drew  gas  masks,  Lewis  automatic  rifles  and  the 
English  Enfield  rifle  to  replace  our  U.S.  Springfield  rifle. 
It  was  hard  to  give  up  the  Springfield  rifles  that  we  had 
been  carrying  ever  since  we  had  been  in  the  service,  and 
take  a  greasy  clumsy  rifle  such  as  we  considered  the 
English  rifle  at  that  time.  However,  after  constant  use 
it  became  more  easily  handled  than  the  Springfield, 
but  they  never  seemed  to  inspire  the  confidence  that 
the  Springfield  did.  Most  of  our  training  was  under  the 
direction  of  British  Officers  and  was  of  an  .intensive 
nature  consisting  of  gas  drills,  and  maneuvers  in  com- 
bat formation.  At  11:00  o'clock  on  the  night  of  June 
17th  "Call  to  Arms"  was  blown  and  the  entire  Com- 
pany including  the  kitchens  was  ready  to  move  with- 
in 45  mintues.  Recall  was  blown,  however,  and  after 
a  rather  profuse  expenditure  of  profanity,  we  all  turned 
in. 

June  21st,  we  began  a  2-days  hike  to  Bellancourt. 
True  to  form  the  aBttalion  Commander  became  lost 
twice  and  marched  us  a  few  extra  kilometers,  he  being 
mounted  without  a  pack  and  the  boys  dismounted  with 
about  80  pounds  on  their  back  caused  him  to  become 
the  object  of  some  criticism.  An  instance  occurred  on 
this  hike  that  illustrates  the  disregard  of  rank  by  the 


47 


American  Soldier-  We  had  halted  for  a  short  rest 
when  an  English  Staff  Officer  with  his  Aide-de-Camp 
appeared.  The  first  one  that  saw  him  should  have 
called  "Attention,"  but  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
no  officers  present  these  formalities  were  omitted.  He 
came  up  to  the  kitchen  and  talked  to  the  cooks  who 
did  not  even  take  the  trouble  to  salute.  He  passed  on 
down  the  road.  It  was  found  out  later  that  it  was  Gen- 
eral Sir  Henry  Rawlinson  of  the  British  Staff.  When 
the  Major  appeared  we  were  given  a  few  moments 
curt  instructions  on  military  conduct,  and  resumed  the 
march. 

We  marched  steadily  for  the  balance  of  the  day 
with  only  thirty  minutes  halt  for  dinner.  We  arrived 
at  the  Camp  about  5 :00  P.  M.  The  second  day  of  the 
hike  was  very  much  the  same  as  the  first  only  that  we 
became  lost  once.  The  white  horse  that  the  Major  was 
riding  was  showing  a  decided  limp  and  appeared  about 
ready  for  the  repair  shop.  One  of  the  sergeants  was 
carrying  an  extra  pack  in  addition  to  his  own.  Other- 
wise every  one  seemed  to  be  able  to  keep  going.  At 
the  top  of  the  Pont  Remy  hill,  a  hill  of  about  li/2 
kilometers  in  length,  some  of  the  boys  began  to  tire. 
We  arrived  at  Bellancourt  about  4 :00  P.  M.  The  Major 
turned  in  his  white  horse  for  another  and  we  did  not 
see  it  any  more-  This  is  only  one  of  the  examples  that 
a  man  can  tire  out  a  horse. 

More  intensive  training  was  scheduled  including 
firing  the  Lewis  guns,  and  the  British  rifles.  It  did  not 
take  long  to  find  out  that  the  British  rifle  would  not 
compare  with  the  U.  S.  Springfield  rifle.  Either  from  a 
standpoint  of  accuracy  or  mechanical  construction.  The 
Lewis  guns  were  found  to  be  very  effective,  however, 
and  the  boys  were  anxious  to  get  a  chance  to  use  them 
in  actual  service. 

Company  I  received  its  first  casualty  here  at  this 
place.  The  Company  was  firing  rifle  grenades  when  a 
defective  cartridge  caused  a  grenade  to  explode  pre- 
maturely and  wounded  Pvt.  Ernest  Erickson  severely. 

Here  within  hearing  of  the  big  guns  of  the  Royal 
Field  Artillery  firing  on  the  Germans,  Co.  I  spent  July 
4th,  1918.  The  afternoon  was  spent  in  athletic  games 
by  the  majority.  The  minority  went  A.  W.  O.  L-  to 
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Abbeville  and  became  soused  with  cognac  and  rum 
and  had  their  4th  of  July  on  the  5th. 

The  entire  Battalion  comprised  of  Companies  I, 
K,  L,  and  M  looked  forward  with  misgiving  to  the  day 
of  departure.  Every  soldier  in  the  Battalion  seemed 
to  like  this  place.  But  all  things  must  come  to  an  end 
and  despite  the  fact  that  we  had  just  been  paid  and 
had  lots  of  money  to  spend  we  were  compelled  to  leave- 
We  left  July  18th. 

M.  and  Mme.  Bernard,  at  whose  home  the  Serg- 
eants had  their  meals,  felt  the  departure  keenly  and 
with  tears  in  their  eyes  bade  the  boys  goodbye. 

In  Action 

The  night  of  July  18th  was  spent  on  the  outskirts 
of  Vignecourt.  Resuming  the  march  July  19th,  we  ar- 
rived at  Allenville  Wood  about  5:00  P.  M.  We  were 
instructed  to  clean  up  and  get  ready  for  the  front. 
Leaving  Allenville  Wood  about  10 :00  A.  M.,  we  ar- 
rived at  Pont  Noyelle  about  4 :00  P.  M.  Here  we  wait- 
ed cover  of  darkness  to  go  into  the  support  trenches, 
near  Lakoussoye  where  we  were  in  support  of  the  Aus- 
tralians. Here  we  experienced  shellfire  under  "Jer- 
ry's" fastest  shell.  The  shell  was  so  fast  that  the  noise 
from  the  explosion  would  occur  simultaneously  with  the 
whine  it  made  in  passing  through  the  air.  Ordinarily 
the  heavier  shells  would  whine  in  the  air  for  a  few  sec- 
onds before  it  arrived-  Here  we  received  instructions 
from  some  of  the  best  soldiers  that  ever  carried  a  rifle, 
the  Australians.  The  Aussies,  as  they  were  called, 
seemed  to  take  a  liking  to  the  Americans  from  the  first 
and  the  liking  became  mutual. 

It  was  at  this  place  that  we  saw  an  illustration  of 
the  cheek  and  daring  of  the  German  aviator.  Four 
English  observation  balloons  were  up  in  the  air  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  position. 
A  German  plane  circled  and  brought  down  one  of  the 
balloons.  He  was  soon  pursued  by  four  or  five  planes. 
Evading  these  he  came  back  and  brought  down  another 
balloon  as  it  was  being  hauled  down.  With  at  least 
ten  English  planes  after  him  he  put  up  a  running  fight 
and  fell  in  flames  within  the  German  lines. 

Company  I  was  relieved  under  cover  of  darkness 


July  24th  and  returned  to  Allenville  wood,  where  it 
remained  until  July  29th.  We  again  took  up  a  sector 
near  Corbie  July  29th  in  support  of  the  Australians. 
The  entire  Company  went  to  the  front  line  in  detach- 
ments. Harold  J.  Lyman  and  John  Ackland  were 
wounded  and  several  of  the  boys  had  close  calls, 
Sergeant  Bush  probably  having  the  closest.  He  and 
two  Australians  were  occupying  a  small  "bivvy"  cut 
in  the  trench  wall  when  a  shell  exploded  near,  throwing 
dirt  all  over  them.  They  left  immediately  and  no 
sooner  had  they  disappeared  around  a  firing  bay  when 
their  "bivvy"  received  a  direct  hit,  tearing  it  complete- 
ly to  splinters,  and  ruining  nearly  all  of  their  equip- 
ment. 

During  a  downpour  of  rain  we  received  order  to 
withdraw  from  this  sector  to  Allenville  wood.  We 
marched  all  night  in  the  rain  but  with  the  exception  of 
getting  lost  again  nothing  of  consequence  happened. 
Upon  arrival  at  the  wood  the  ground  was  found  to  be 
muddy  and  much  difficulty  was  had  in  getting  a  place 
to  sleep.  Some  of  the  boys  were  so  tired  that  they  made 
no  attempt  to  pitch  their  tents  but  lay  down  on  the 
ground  and  went  to  sleep.  Leaving  Allenville  wood  in 
the  afternoon  of  August  6th  we  arrived  at  Moulin  Au 
Bois  the  same  day. 

The  Supply  Sergeant  drew  some  Colt  and  Smith  & 
Wesson  revolvers  here,  which  were  to  be  issued  to  the 
Sergeants  and  buglers.  One  of  the  Sergeants  had  load- 
ed his  revolver  and  was  ready  for  action.  Some  one 
asked  to  see  it,  whereupon  the  Sergeant  drew  it  from 
the  holster  and  accidentally  discharged  it.  The  bullet 
passed  through  the  breeches  leg  of  one  of  the  me- 
chanics, making  three  holes  in  his  breeches,  went 
through  a  newspaper  that  one  of  the  boys  was  reading 
and  struck  another  member  of  Co.  I  in  the  arm.  It  was 
only  a  flesh  wound  but  it  was  necessary  to  send  him  to 
the  hospital. 

The  Third  Battalion  leaving  Molliens  au  Bois  the 
night  of  the  7th  of  August  was  ordered  into  the  trench 
near  Albert  relieving  part  of  the  eighteenth  British  Di- 
vision in  the  line  between  the  Ancre  and  Somme  rivers 
at  Borlancourt.  This  was  the  Company's  first  exper- 
ience at  night  marching.  We  were  then  so  close  to  the 
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German  lines  that  it  was  necessary  to  march  at  night 
and  in  combat  formation.  After  having  marched  until 
past  midnight  we  began  to  pass  the  large  guns  of  the 
British  Field  Artillery.  The  roars  of  these  field  pieces 
were  deafening.  It  was  a  new  experience  to  many  of 
the  boys.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  ar- 
rived at  the  trenches  we  were  assigned  to  take  over. 
The  company  was  placed  early  in  the  morning  so  there 
was  nothing  much  to  do  the  following  day  except 
establishing  liaison  between  Company  I  and  neighbor- 
ing units.  We  were  in  support  of  the  129th  Infantry  at 
that  time. 

On-  August  17th,  the  Company  advanced  to  take 
over  a  sector  of  the  front  line  trench  on  the  old  Arras- 
Amiens  railway  which  was  within  the  battlefield  of 
Morlancourt,  so  well  known  to  the  British  and  Aus- 
tralians in  the  Somme  defensive  march  of  1918.  The 
ruins  here  were  beyond  description.  Bodies  were  lying 
exposed  that  had  been  there  since  March  and  the  sight 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  men  of  Company  I. 

On  the  night  of  August  the  20th,  word  was  sent 
to  Company  I  that  much  activity  had  been  going  'on 
behind  the  German  lines  and  that  we  might  expect  an 
attack  by  the  Germans.  After  much  debate  at  Battal- 
ion headquarters,  as  to  the  best  course  to  follow,  it 
was  decided  to  sand  fast.  Outposts  were  thrown  out. 
One  was  in  the  village  of  Dernen  Court.  About  eleven 
P.  M.,  the  British  machine  gun  units  on  our  right  were 
heard  warming  up  their  guns.  The  rhythmtic  staccato 
of  the  machine  guns  reverberating  on  the  clear  night 
was  making  an  impression  that  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten. Everybody  was  up  on  his  toes  expecting  an  at- 
tack but  nothing  came  of  it.  During  the  night  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  get  rations  to  this  outpost  which 
was  in  charge  of  Sergeant  Bush.  This  attempt  later  fol- 
lowed in  the  death  of  Ernest  Beth,  one  of  the  members 
of  Company  I.  This  was  the  first  death  in  Company  I. 

In  the  evening  of  August  21st,  we  were  relieved  by 
a  British  unit  and  ordered  back  to  Molliens  au  Bois 
woods.  Here  much  to  our  pleasure  we  received  word 
that  we  were  soon  to  join  the  American  forces.  The  Bri- 
tish rifles  and  machine  guns  were  turned  in  and  were 
replaced  with  U.  S.  Springfield  rifles.  It  was  like  meet- 
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Ing  an  old  friend  to  get  the  Springfield  back  again. 

Good-bye  Tommy — Back  With  The  Yanks 

About  five  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  August  24th, 
we  bade  good-bye  to  British  and  Australians  and  board- 
ed the  train  for  the  American  sector  arriving  at  the  lit- 
tle French  village  of  Tannois  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  August  26th.  We  were  the  first  American 
troops  to  be  stationed  at  this  place.  It  was  a  small  vil- 
lage of  perhaps  eight  or  nine  hundred  inhabitants  but 
contained  many  fine  chateaus  and  had  an  electric  light 
and  power  plant  and  several  other  modern  improve- 
ments not  found  in  some  of  the  larger  villages.  It 
seemed  to  the  boys  that  the  battlefield  was  a  thousand 
miles  away.  The  training  consisted  mostly  of  maneu- 
vers and  the  new  combat  formation.  Some  of  the  boys 
even  found  time  to  help  one  of  the  neighbors  thresh. 
One  old  lady  was  putting  up  the  hay  crop  by  herself. 
She  would  go  into  the  field,  get  the  cart  full  of  hay  and 
return  to  the  barn  and  throw  some  hay  up  into  the 
mow  and  go  up  and  drag  it  back,  but  some  of  the  boys 
helped  her  and  they  soon  got  the  hay  crop  in.  Leaving 
this  place  about  dusk  on  August  31st,  we  arrived  at 
Naucois-LaGrand  September  first,  after  a  long  hike  in 
which  the  Major,  true  to  form,  lost  us  twice.  Brigade 
maneuvers  were  held  at  this  place.  Leaving  this  place 
on  Sept.  6th,  the  Company  was  loaded  on  trucks  and 
taken  to  Rampont.  The  place  was  known  to  the  Amer- 
icans as  Camp  Suds.  They  remained  here  until  Sept. 
16th.  During  this  time  much  time  was  spent  on  the 
rifle  range  firing  the  new  French  Chau  chaut  rifles  of 
which  we  had  sixteen.  These  rifles  might  be  all  right 
for  the  French  but  no  American  soldier  that  ever  used 
one  ever  considered  it  anything  but  a  nuisance.  They 
were  hard  to  handle  and  easily  broken. 

On  September  15th,  we  were  given  a  talk  by  the 
Battalion  Commander  stating  that  we  were  about  to 
engage  in  a  great  offensive  and  that  in  all  probability 
this  offensive  would  end  the  war.  Little  did  we  be- 
lieve at  that  time  that  this  statement  would  be  true. 
Rumors  were  afloat  to  the  effect  that  the  Germans  were 
almost  out  of  ammunition  but  the  occasional  explosion 
of  large  shells  near-by  seemed  to  imply  that  th?.  con- 
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trary  was  true.  Accordingly  we  left  camp  Suds  on  the 
night  of  Sept.  16th,  arrived  at  a  woods  just  out  of  Beth- 
elainville  where  the  time  was  spent  in  drawing  the 
necessary  combat  equipment  and  getting  ready  for  the 
big  drive.  Leaving  here  Sept.  21st,  we  hiked  to  Baley- 
court  where  we  were  near  the  base  of  supplies  where 
the  regiment  consolidated  and  had  everything  in  read- 
iness. 

In  The  Meuse-Argonne  Drive 

On  the  night  of  Sept  25th,  we  were  ordered  for- 
ward, none  of  the  men  knew  where.  The  night  was 
damp  and  foggy.  We  arrived  at  Germonville  at  11 :45 
P.  M.,  and  waited.  Promptly  at  midnight  there  be- 
gan one  of  the  greatest  barrages  that  has  ever  been 
fired.  The  earth  fairly  rocked  and  it  seemed  to  us  that 
no  living  creature  could  withstand  the  severe  shelling 
that  the  Germans  must  be  undergoing.  The  130th  In- 
fantry at  first  was  ordered  to  make  the  attack  but  the 
orders  were  changed  and  the  131st  and  132nd  made  it 
instead,  and  we  were  placed  in  support-  These  two 
regiments  went  over  the  top  in  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
and  advanced  steadily  taking  their  objective  in  every 
case.  The  130th  was  ordered  to  advance  to  Bethin- 
court,  the  town  immediately  in  front  of  Dead  Mean's 
Hill,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  march  along  Chat- 
tancourt-Esnes-Bethencourt  road  but  at  Esnes  the  vol- 
ume of  travel  was  such  that  traffic  was  impossible, 
transport  trains,  artillery  and  amunition  filled  the  road. 
The  regiment  was  counter-marched  back  to  the  west- 
ern edge  of  "Dead  Man's  Hill,"  then  proceeded  in 
single  file  and  slowly  worked  their  way  across  the  bat- 
tle field  where  hundreds  of  thousands  were  slain  in 
1916. 

Bethincourt  was  reached  at  ten  A.  M.,  and  the  reg- 
iment stayed  here  until  the  following  morning,  Sep- 
tember 27th.  Shortly  before  our  arrival  three  truck 
loads  of  bread  had  been  dumped  in  a  pile  and  guards 
had  not  yet  been  placed  about  it.  It  was  presumably 
for  the  Field  Artillery  of  the  80th  Division.  Nearly 
every  man  of  the  third  battalion  in  passing  this  bread 
helped  himself  to  a  couple  of  loaves,  consequently 
after  the  battalion  had  passed  there  was  not  much 
bread  left.  After  the  battalion  located,  a  feast  was  in- 
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dulged  in  and  the  boys  made  everything  of  this  bread 
from  French  toast  to  "jam  sandwiches"  (two  pieces  of 
bread  jammed  together)  and  it  was  well  that  they  got 
plenty  on  this  occasion  because  it  was  several  days  be- 
fore they  had  plenty  again.  During  the  night  an  ex- 
plosion was  heard  and  the  gas  alarm  was  set  off.  Every 
boy  put  on  his  gas  mask,  but  no  gas  was  found.  It 
developed  later  that  the  explosion  was  due  to  the  cur- 
iosity of  a  mule.  A  mule  team  had  been  tied  to  the 
rear  end  of  a  limber  containing  hand  grenades  and 
true  to  tradition  the  mule  chewed  upon  one  of  the  box- 
es of  grenades  and  caused  one  to  explode ;  this  in  turn 
caused  the  whole  box  to  explode.  The  mule  went  West. 
The  brakeman  of  the  limber,  who  was  a  member  of 
Company  I,  was  sleeping  below.  The  helmet  that  he 
wore  was  riddle  with  fragments  of  grenade.  The  boy 
was  thought  to  be  killed.  He  was  taken  to  the  first  aid 
station  and  reported  dead.  However,  it  developed  later 
that  he  did  not  die.  It  put  one  eye  out ;  fourteen  pieces 
of  grenade  were  taken  out  of  his  face  and  he  carries 
one  yet  in  the  back  of  his  head  which  can  not  be  re- 
moved. 

The  officers  of  the  Third  Battalion  were  ordered 
to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  front  line  then  occu- 
pied by  the  80th  Division. 

In  the  evening  of  September  29th,  the  Company  ad- 
vanced towards  the  Sector  stopping  near  the  Bois  de'en 
Dela  with  absolutely  no  protection  from  the  heavy  rain 
which  fell  throughout  the  night.  Some  of  the  men 
hung  in  trees,  others  laid  down  in  the  open  fields  which 
was  nothing  but  a  mud  hole-  It  was  the  most  miserable 
night  the  Company  had  yet  spent.  The  wood  was  un- 
der shell  fire  all  of  the  time  throughout  the  night  but 
fortunately  the  shells  fell  in  the  heart  of  the  woods. 
Early  in  the  morning  a  rumor  was  sent  back  to  the 
kitchen  with  orders  for  the  Mess  Sergeant  to  bring  up 
a  hot  meal.  In  compliance  he  brought  up  a  meal.  It 
was  hot.  But  it  was  only  hot  water,  as  there  were  ab- 
solutely no  rations  available.  About  break  of  day  we 
received  orders  to  relieve  the  320th  Infantry  of  the 
80th  Division.  Tfie  relief  was  made  in  broad  day  light, 
in  plain  sight  of  the  German  observation  balloons  and 
under  severe  shell  fire  from  three  sides.  The  320th 
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Infantry  which  had  advanced  the  day  before  without 
artillery  support  were  so  badly  demoralized  that  they 
did  not  know  where  their  position  was.  Company  I 
and  Company  M  being  directed  to  relieve  these  men, 
made  a  two  kilometer  advance  but  found  no  infantry 
to  relieve.  It  developed  later  that  they  were  in  woods 
that  we  had  already  passed  through.  The  underbrush 
was  so  thick  one  could  hardly  see  one  hundred  yards 
in  any  direction.  A  raking  shell  fire  from  three  sides 
was  now  falling  and  nineteen  men  of  Company  M  were 
killed  or  wounded  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes.  Com- 
pany I  did  not  have  a  single  casualty.  Even  today  it 
seems  a  miracle  that  we  escaped,  as  the  shells  exploded 
in  such  rapid  succession  that  it  was  a  continuous  roar- 
This  post  was  a  salient  in  the  line  and  could  be  fired 
on  from  three  sides  making  a  raking  cross  fire  which 
was  very  destructive.  This  sector  was  held  for  more 
than  three  weeks  by  the  130th  Infantry.  Twenty-sev- 
en men  were  killed  and  nine  officers  and  135  men  were 
wounded  during  the  period,  but  the  130th  Infantry 
held  the  line.  Six  trench  mortars,  twenty  machine  guns 
and  large  guns,  ammunition  and  signal  property  was 
captured  from  the  Germans.  The  Third  Battalion  still 
under  the  command  of  Major  Edward  Bittle  was  now 
attached  to  the  129th  Infantry  and  took  part  in  an  at- 
tack directly,  on  the  morning  of  October  10th.  The 
Battalion  crossed  the  Meuse  on  October  9th,  and  on 
the  following  morning  October  10th,  they  leap- 
frogged through  the  131st  Infantry  in  an  attack  north 
of  Consenvoye  in  Bois  du  Plat  Chene  and  the  Bois  de 
Chaume. 

The  advance  began  at  6 :30  A.  M.,  without  artil- 
lery support,  and  with  nothing  but  a  machine  gun  bar- 
rage for  support.  They  met  with  fierce  resistance.  Ad- 
vancing over  the  crest  of  a  hill  about  2  kilometers, 
which  was  being  swept  with  German  machine  gun  fire, 
they  met  with  such  severe  losses  that  it  was  necessary 
to  halt  the  advance  and  dig  in. 

The  Germans  were  so  close  that  they  could  be 
plainly  seen  manipulating  their  machine  guns  but  it 
was  impossible  for  Co.  I,  to  get  the  automatic  rifles  or 
grenades  to  bear  on  the  machine  gun  nest  as  it  covered 
so  much  territory  and  their  fire  was  so  intense. 
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Liaison  could  not  be  established  between  platoons. 
Lieut-  Harlan  Kilborn,  the  Commander  of  the  1st  pla- 
toon was  down  with  a  wound  and  Sgt.  Guy  Kile  was 
left  in  command  of  the  platoon.  After  the  5th  attempt 
to  get  a  runner  through,  he  succeeded  and  the  Com- 
pany fell  back  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill.  The  machine 
gun  nest  was  flanked  and  captured  from  the  rear  later. 
This  was  the  bitterest  engagement  of  the  war  in  which 
Co.  I  was  engaged  and  it  cost  the  Company  18  killed 
and  38  wounded.  This  ground  was  held  until  the  en- 
tire regiment  was  relieved  October  20th  by  the  2nd. 
French  Colonial  Infantry.  After  nearly  one  month  of 
severe  fighting  without  rest  they  withdrew  to  Rupt-en- 
Worre,  22  miles  away.  This  was  a  forced  march.  The 
officers  and  men  were  worn  out,  but  were  revived  by 
a  promise  of  ten  days  rest. 

But  the  promise  failed.  The  harassed  enemy  could 
not  be  allowed  to  rest.  No  fresh  troops  were  available 
so  the  regiment  was  again  thrown  into  the  line  to  re- 
lieve the  313  Infantry  of  the  79th  Division.  This  relief 
was  effected  October  24th.  ' 

The  main  line  of  defense  was  situated  on  a  height 
overlooking  the  plain  of  the  Woevre.  This  had  been 
known  as  a  quiet  sector  until  the  130th  infantry  took 
it  over,  when  the  shell  fire  of  the  Germans  increased 
from  about  100  shells  a  day  to  2,500  or  more.  Due  to 
the  fact  that  the  3rd  Battalion  had  lost  so  many  men 
it  was  used  for  outpost  duty. 

Co.  I.  was  stationed  at  Combres  from  October  29th 
to  November  12th  doing  outpost  duty.  The  outpost  line 
was  so  thin  that  German  fighting  patrols  wandered 
through  the  Infantry  lines  and  were  captured  by  the 
Artillery  in  the  rear. 

The  Armistice 

On  the  morning  the  Armistice  was  signed  the  Com- 
pany was  lined  up  for  another  attack.  The  barrage 
was  to  fall  at  4 :30  A.  M.  The  Infantry  was  to  advance 
about  daybreak,  and  the  French  Cavalry  was  to  leap- 
frog through.  But  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  brought 
the  Great  War  to  an  end. 

The  scene  that  took  place  when  the  news  became 
general  would  be  hard  to  describe.  Imagine  yourself 
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after  46  days  of  terrific  fighting,  marching,  hunger, 
thirst,  shellfire,  gas,  and  nerve-tense  moments,  then 
suddenly  to  realize  that  it  was  all  over.  Some  laughed, 
some  cried,  some  threw  grenades,  and  fired  signal  rock- 
ets, and  some  slept  the  first  sleep  they  had  had  for 
weeks. 

During  the  four  months  of  fighting  the  130th  In- 
fantry had  been  opposed  by  the  10th  Bavarian  Infan- 
try R.  I.  R.,  the  1st  Austrian  Division,  the  5th  Storm 
Battalion  (Prussian  Guards),  the  213th  Infantry  R.  I. 
R.,  the  60th  Landwehr  Regiment,  the  365th  Landwehr 
Regiment  and  the  2nd  Austrian  Division. 

Co.  I  was  stationed  at  Recourt-La-Croix  from  No- 
vember 12th  to  30th.  Here  all  equipment  was  cleaned 
and  everybody  rested  up  preparatory  for  the  long  hike 
to  Luxemburg.  November  30th,  the  Company  moved 
to  Tilly-Sur-Meuse  where  it  remained  until  December 
7th-  December  7th  the  long  hike  began  routed  through 
the  following  placs:  Woll,  December  8th;  Jarney,  De- 
cember 9th;  Norryola-La-Sec,  Dec.  10th;  Merci-La-Bas, 
December  llth;  Thil,  December  12th;  Mener,  Luxem- 
burg, Decemebr  12th  to  14th;  Sennigan,  Dec.  15th; 
Wasserville,  December  15th  to  19th  ;  Junelinster,  Dec. 
20th;  Eppledorf,  Dec.  21st  to  24th,  and  Beaufort,  Dec. 
24th  to  April  25th. 

Arriving  at  Beaufort,  Luxemburg,  the  day  before 
Christmas  there  was  not  much  time  to  prepare  a  Christ- 
mas dinner-  The  dinner  they  had  consisted  of  salmon, 
tomatoes,  molasses,  and  French  bread.  During  the 
stay  here  at  Beaufort,  schools  were  opened  and  drilling 
was  cut  down  to  only  a  few  hours  to  keep  the  men  in 
good  condition. 

While  in  Luxemburg  the  transport  of  the  130th 
Infantry  was  developed  to  such  a  high  state  that  Gen- 
eral Pershing  in  a  letter  to  Col.  John  V.  Clinnin,  the 
Regimental  Commander  said  at  that  time  "that  it  was 
not  equaled  by  any  other  transport  in  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces." 

Homeward  Bound 

April  25th  the  homeward  journey  began.  The 
move  from  Beaufort,  Luxemburg  to  Brest,  France,  was 
accomplished  in  American  box  cars,  the  first  that  the 


IN    THE    WORLD     WAR  57 

boys  liad  been  fortunate  enough  to  ride  in  since  leaving 
the  United  States-  They  arrived  at  Brest,  April  28th, 
and  set  sail  on  Mothers'  Day,  May  llth,  1919,  on  the 
U.  S.  Transport  "Siboney,"  landing  in  New  York,  May 
20th.  The  Illinois  contingent  was  sent  to  Camp  Grant 
by  way  of  Chicago,  where  the  Regiment  paraded.  May 
31st  the  Regiment  ceased  to  exist.  It  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  at  Camp  Grant. 

After  nearly  two  years  of  service  the  boys  of  Co. 
I-  returned  to  Vandalia,  a  mere  handful  compared  with 
what  left  on  the  9th  of  October,  1917.  Of  Co.  I.  as  it 
left  Vandalia,  9  were  killed  in  action  or  died  of  wounds, 

Leut.  Slater  H.  Vollentine     Pvt.  Chesser  W.  Brown 
Lieut.  J.  Ivan  Dappert  Pvt.  Fred  E.  Gelsinger 

Sgt.  Ivory  Bush  Pvt  Fred  Rowland 

Mechanic  Hallie  V.  Avis        Pvt  George  Smith 
Pvt.  Elza  L.  Willis 

Private  Wendell  Causey  died  at  Camp  Logan,  Tex* 
25  were  wounded  or  gassed. 

1  missing. 

9  were  commissioned  to  be  officers. 

2  were  eligible  for  commissions    and    had    been 
recommended  when  the  Armistice  was  signed- 

5  Officers,  1  first  sergeant,  7  sergeants,  3  corporals 
and  1  private  were  cited  for  gallantry  in  action,  and 
the  Company  as  a  whole  rendered  a  great  service  to 
their  Country  as  well  as  to  the  State  and  Nation  and 
have  made  a  record  of  which  we  may  be  justly  proud. 

Nearly  100  men  of  the  130th  Infantry  fell  in 
France.  Those  who  returned  are  conscious  of  a  duty 
well  performed.  All  tasks  assigned  them  were  accom- 
plished promptly  and  well.  They  were  never  defeated, 
and  the  achievements  of  the  Regiment  is  written  indel- 
ibly on  the  pages  of  American  History  and  will  stand 
an  everlasting  monument  to  their  memory. 
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William  Henry  Anderson 
John  Jacob  Bauerle 
Walter  Raymond  Bolds 
Chesser  W.  Brown 
Edgar  E.  Bulka 
Henry  Bush 
Ivory  Bush 
Ora  Campbell 
Wendell  Causey 
Charles  Cook 
Pearl  T.  Cowgill 
Lewis  C.  Crawford 
Irving  Crook 
Frank  August  Dial 
Ferdinand  Federman 
Fred  Eugene  Gelsinger 
Albert  Goodman 
Edward  B.  Hale 
Fred  Hamilton 
Benjamin  Humes 
Carl  Jackson 
John  Preston  Janes 
Almy  Bryant  King 
Clarence  E.  Lawler 


Howard  Glenn  Lawler 
Clarence  Charles  Marks 
Clifford  G.  Mattes 
Jesse  Walter  Morris 
John  E.  Reiss 
William  Marion  Rhodes 
William  Rothe 
Fred  Rowland 
Carter  Sears 
Joseph  L.  Severns 
John  William  Sidwell 
George  James  Smith 
August  Henry  Stolte 
Fred  Stubblefield 
Elmer  Summerlott 
Edward  Tate 
Clarence  A.  Tedrick 
Claud  Watson 
John  P.  Weakly 
Delmar  Wehe 
Reid  Earnest  Wells 
Elza  L.  Willis 
Emil  Wodtka 
Floyd  Harold  Wright 


LEWIS  C.  CRAWFORD 

Lewis  Calvin  Crawford,  son  of  Calvin  and  Rosetta 
Crawford,  was  born  October  24,  1905  near  Browns- 
town  where  he  lived  until  he  entered  the  service  of  his 
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country  May  8,  1917.  He  enlisted  at  Mattoon  and  was 
sent  to  Jefferson  Barracks.  Later  he  was  transferred 
to  a  camp  in  Texas  and  thence  to  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
from  where  he  crossed  as  a  first  class  private  of  Co.  K., 
16th  Infantry. 

His  father  having  died  several  years  previous, 
many  a  young  man  in  his  position  would  have  pleaded 
that  he  must  remain  with  his  lonely  mother.  But  when- 
ever he  spoke  of  going  he  would  remark,  "Mother,  if 
I  did  not  go  and  help  win  our  freedom  I  would  feel 
that  I  had  no  right  to  live  here.  I  could  not  face  the 
boys  as  they  came  home  who  had  fought  for  me." 

Lewis  was  a  Bible  reader  and  before  going  ex- 
pressed the  desire  to  go  across  and  if  possible  see  the 
country  where  the  Saviour  lived  on  earth.  On  the  way 
across  however,  he  contracted  measles.  Pneumonia 
followed.  He  was  taken  to  Base  Hospital  No.l,  St. 
Naziarre,  France  where  he  died  July  15,  1917,  the  first 
of  the  sons  of  Fayette  county  to  give  his  life  on  French 
soil.  His  comrades  buried  him  in  a  French  cemetery 
but  later  removed  the  body  to  an  American  cemetery. 
At  the  request  of  his  relatives  the  body  was  again  dis- 
interred and  sent  back  to  his  homeland  where  it  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Pilcher  cemetery  in  the  family  lot. 

When  the  American  Legion  was  organized  in  Fay- 
ette County  the  Vandalia  Post  was  named  The  Craw- 
ford-Hale Post  in  honor  of  Private  Crawford  and  Sergt. 
Edward  B.  Hale,  Fayette  County's  first  two  sons  to  give 
their  lives  overseas  for  American  ideals. 

Private  Crawford  was  a  member  of  the  M.  W.  A- 
His  mother  recalls  his  favorite  hymn  which  has  taken 
on  a  new  and  grander  meaning : 

I  will  follow  Thee  my  Saviour, 
Whereso,er  my  lot  shall  be; 
Where  Thou  goest  I  will  follow, 
Yes,  my  Lord,  I'll  follow  Thee. 


EDWARD  B.  HALE 

Sergeant  Edward  B.  Hale,  son  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Mary  Hale,  Was>born  in  Avena  township  December  19, 
1892.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm  of  his  parents 
where  he  also  attended  the  public  schools.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  character,  a  kind  and  obedient  son,  and 
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an  affectionate  brother,  always  ready  to  do  his  part  fit 
anything  that  was  right 

At  the  early  age  of  20  years  he  entered  the  service 
of  his  country.  He  enlisted  at  Jeif  erson  Barracks,  Mo., 
January  27,  1913.  He  served  as  corporal  with  Co.  I,  9th 
Infantry  for  a  short  time.  He  was  transferred  to  Co. 
C,  23rd  Inft.,  of  which  company  he  was  appointed  a 
sergeant.  He  served  on  the  Mexican  border  with  Gen- 
eral Funsten  and  later  under  General  Pershing.  He 
went  to  France  early  in  1917. 

He  was  killed  at  Bar-le-duc  France,  April  6,  1918 
by  the  premature  explosion  of  a  defective  rifle  grenade 
while  giving  instructions  in  their  use.  He  would  soon 
have  received  his  commission  as  2nd  Lieutenant.  In  a 
letter  to  his  mother  Captain  G.  P.  Hoppins  of  his  com- 
pany wrote :  "Your  son,  Sergeant  Hale,  was  recognized 
by  all  as  the  best  non-commissioned  officer  in  the  com- 
pany. He  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  and  his 
place  cannot  be  filled.  His  death  was  a  splendid  sacri- 
fice in  the  cause  for  which  we  are  all  fighting." 

In  honor  qf  the  service  and  sacrifice  of  this  loyal 
son  of  Fayette  county  the  Vandalia  Post  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  has  perpetuated  his  name  by  calling  their 
Post  the  Crawford-Hale  Post,  in  honor  of  the  first  and 
second  to  give  their  lives  overseas. 

His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  American  section 
of  the  military  cemetery  at  Les  Montharions,  France, 
but  later  returned  to  lie  in  the  sacred  ground  in  the 
family  burial  lot. 

A  brother,  James  H.  Hale,  is  still  in  a  government 
hospital  suffering  from  disability  received  while  serv- 
ing with  the  6th  Marines.  Who  will  say  who  has  made 
the  greater  sacrifice,  the  one  who  lies  at  rest  or  the 
one  who  suffers  still  from  the  horrors  of  war?  Truly 
the  sacrifice  of  both  as  well  as  that  of  their  family  is 
great. 


REID  E.  WELLS 

Reid  E.  Wells,  son  of  Albert  and  Molly  Wells, 
died  Friday  Sept.  27th,  1918,  at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval 
Training  Station.  He  had  been  home  on  furlough  just 
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two  weeks  previous  to  his  death  to  see  his  brother, 
Clarence,  before  the  latter  left  for  Camp  Forrest,  Ga. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  camp  he  took  a  severe 
cold  which  developed  into  influenza  and  pneumonia 
from  which  he  never  recovered.  The  body  reached 
home,  accompanied  by  an  escort,  Sunday  Sept.  30th. 
The  funeral  was  held  at  Mt.  Zion  church  the  following 
afternoon  conducted  by  Elder  O.  R.  Nelson,  assisted 
by  Elder  J.  W.  Shelton  and  the  body  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Mclnturff  cemetery.  His  age  at  time  of  death  was 
22  years,  7  months  and  9  days. 

He  enlisted  in  the  Navy  May  21,  1918.  He  had 
completed  his  study  and  was  on  the  training  ship  for 
experience. 


FRED  STUBBLEFIELD 

Fred  Stubblefield,  the  first  Vandalia  boy  to  make 
the  supreme  sacrifice  in  the  great  war,  was  born  in 
Vandalia,  Aug.  16,  1889,  and  lived  here  all  of  his  life. 
His  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Stubblefield.  A  year 
previous  to  his  entering  federal  service  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Doris  Stokes. 

Fred  was  a  member  of  the  Illinois  National  Guard 
for  ten  years  and  spent  nine  months  with  Company  I, 
on  the  Mexican  border.  Having  been  mustered  out  of 
service  he  was  drafted  May  29th,  1918.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  a  sergeant  of  Co.  B,  3rd  Inft.  Re- 
placement Regt.  at  Camp  Gordon,  Ga.  Double  pneu- 
monia following  influenza  was  the  cause  of  death.  His 
wife  and  baby  who  had  been  summoned  to  his  bedside 
were  with  him  to  the  end  and  accompanied  the  body 
home.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Jackson  Easterday,  Rev.  O.  R.  Nelson  officiat- 
ing. The  pallbearers  were  six  discharged  and  fur- 
loughed  soldiers  in  uniform.  *The  Modern  Woodmen 
of  which  he  was  an  honored  member  attended  in  a 
body.  That  he  was  a  good  soldier  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  he  held  the  highest  non-commissioned  office 
after  so  short  a  period  in  the  National  Army.  By  proc- 
lamation of  the  mayor  all  houses  of  business  were 
closed  during  the  hour  of  the  funeral. 
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ORA  CAMPBELL 

Ora  Campbell,  son  of  William  E.  and  Lizzie  Camp- 
bell was  born  near  Humboldt,  111.,  Oct.  14,  1899.  Here 
he  grew  up  to  the  age  of  twelve  years  attending  school 
in  Humboldt.  His  parents  then  moved  to  Duray,  Mis- 
souri where  Ora  assisted  his  father  with  farm  work. 
In  1914  the  family  moved  back  to  Illinois  and  located 
near  Vandalia  where  they  have  since  resided. 

When  the  call  for  volunteers  came  Ora  was  em- 
ployed on  a  farm  near  Mattoon  at  which  city  he  en- 
listed for  service  Aug.  22,  1917,  and  was  sent  to  Camp 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  In  July  1918,  he  sailed  for 
France  with  Company  D,  17th  Machine  Gun  Battalion. 
He  saw  much  service  at  the  front.  At  two  different 
times,  once  for  42  days  and  again  for  15  days  he  was 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fighting. 

While  in  rest  camp  in  October  he  contracted  bron- 
chial pneumonia  which  resulted  in  his  death  Oct.  29, 
1918.  In  civil  life  Ora  was  a  capable  and  respected 
young  man,  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School.  Those  who  were  with  him  at  the  last  reported 
to  his  mother  that  he  gave  out  these  comforting  words, 
"I  am  ready  to  go." 


FRED  ROWLAND 

Fred  Rowland,  oldest  son  of  Henry  and  Maggie 
Rowland,  was  born  at  Waverly,  Illinois,  Sept.  30th, 
1888.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Fayette  county 
when  he  was  eight  years  old,  where  he  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  was  a  favorite 
among  his  playmates.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Ruth 
Stokes  of  Ramsey  in  1913  and  a  little  daughter,  Gene- 
vieve,  was  born  to  gladden  the  home,  who  was  five 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  father's  death. 

The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  on  the  farm 
and  he  was  engaged  in  farming  when  he  enlisted  for 
service,  Aug.  20,  1917,  with  Co.  I,  130th  Infantry.  He 
was  wounded  in  action  on  the  10th  of  October  in  the 
battle  of  Verdun  and  died  a  few  hours  later.  His  body 
was  laid  to  rest  with  military  honors  in  Glorieux  Ceme- 
tery, Verdun,  France.  A  brother,  Chris,  was  also  a 
member  of  Co.  I,  and  a  second  brother  William,  served 
in  the  Navy. 
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FRANK  AUGUSTA  DIAL 

Frank  Augusta  Dial,  son  of  Charles  and  Ella  Dial 
was  born  in  Sefton  township,  Jan.  10,  1888.  He  was 
called  to  the  colors  May  22,  1918,  and  was  a  member 
of  Company  I,  37th  Inft.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  stationed  at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  During  most 
of  the  time  while  in  the  service  he  was  stationed  at 
Brownsville,  Texas.  His  death  was  due  to  a  tropical 
storm  which  swept  over  Southern  Texas  in  September. 
The  camp  site  was  inundated.  On  seeing  the  impend- 
ing danger  most  of  the  men  hastily  left  the  camp  and 
found  points  of  safety.  Others  remained  to  save  valu- 
able records  and  the  like.  Private  Dial  was  among 
these,  and  while  the  immediate  incidents  surrounding 
his  death  are  not  known  it  is  believed  he  lost  his  life 
in  trying  to  save  the  life  of  some  one  else  as  he  was  an 
expert  swimmer. 

In  early  youth  Private  Dial  united  with  the  M.  E. 
church  removing  his  membership  later  to  the  Shiloh 
U.  B.  church  near  Weldon.  He  was  known  always  as  a 
Christian  and  exemplary  young  man.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  Weldon  Lodge  No.  922,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is 
survived  by  his  father  and  mother,  three  brothers  and 
four  sisters  as  follows:  Roll,  Fred,  Edward,  Mrs.  Ed 
Stinebring,  Mrs.  Lewis  Sidwell,  Mrs.  Cecil  Cronk,  and 
Verna  who  is  at  home,  also  his  fiancee,  Miss  Grace 
Odaffer,  of  Weldon,  111. 


EMIL  WODTKA 

Emil  Wodtka  was  the  son  of  John  and  Anna 
Wodtka  of  St.  Peter,  111.,  and  was  born  near  Farina, 
Sept.  8,  1888.  He  was  a  baptized  and  confirmed  mem- 
ber of  St.  John's  Evangelical  Church.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  followed  farming.  He  was 
drafted  into  service  in  1918  and  left  for  Camp  Zachary 
Taylor  with  the  contingent  of  June  24th.  Here  he  re- 
mained in  training  for  active  duty  and  would  soon  have 
been  sent  overseas  but  contracted  influenza  which 
was  followed  by  pneumonia  resulting  in  his  death. 
His  body  was  returned  to  his  parents  and  laid  to  rest 
in  St.  John's  Evangelical  cemetery  Oct.  6,  1918. 
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JOHN  P.  WEAKLY 

John  P.  Weakly,  of  St.  Elmo,  was  the  first  Fayette 
county  boy  to  give  his  life  on  German  soil  in  the  great 
war.  Spinal  meningitis  was  the  direct  cause  of  his 
death  which  occurred  in  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  49, 
at  Coblenz,  Germany,  where  he  was  serving  in  the 
Army  of  Occupation  with  Co.  B,  59th  Inft.,  4th  Div., 
May  27,  1919. 

The  father  of  John  Weakly  was  James  Weakly 
deceased  and  his  mother  who  survives  is  Mrs.  Rossea 
Weakly.  He  was  born  in  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  Nov. 
17,  1893.  He  was  inducted  into  the  service  by  the  Fay- 
ette County  Local  Board,  May  29,  1918,  and  sent  along 
with  other  Fayette  county  boys  to  Camp  Gordon,  Ga. 
Later  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Merrit,  N.  J.,  and  on 
July  20th,  sailed  for  England.  He  reached  France 
August  9th,  and  was  assigned  to  llth  Co.,  1st  Inft.,  Tr. 
Reg. 

He  served  through  hot  fighting  in  the  Battle  of 
Vesle  River,  after  which  he  was  assigned  to  the  4th 
Division  and  served  at  the  front  for  ten  days  on  the  Ver- 
dun sector.  On  being  relieved  by  the  French  his  organi- 
zation was  immediately  sent  to  help  in  the  great  Meuse- 
Argonne  offensive.  Although  he  served  in  all  57  days 
on  three  battle  fronts  and  in  some  of  the  greatest  bat- 
tles of  the  war  he  never  received  the  slightest  injury 
although  on  several  occasions  bullets  passed  through 
his  clothing  and  pack. 

After  serving  for  several  months  with  the  Army  of 
Occupation  he  wrote  his  mother  that  he  expected  to 
be  home  soon  but  was  at  that  particular  time  suffer- 
ing from  a  stomach  disorder.  A  message  a  few  days 
later  brought  the  sad  news  of  his  death. 

Weakly  was  a  respected  young  man,  a  fine  singer, 
a  favorite  among  his  many  friends.  When  the  St.  Elmo 
Post  of  the  American  Legion  was  organized  it  was 
named  the  Weakly-Rowland  Post  to  do  honor  to  this 
valiant  son  of  Fayette  county  and  St.  Elmo. 


IRVING  CROOK 

Irving  Crook,  son  of  Joel  and  Lurella  Crook,  was 
born  at  Tower  Hill,  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  Nov.  21, 
1892.  His  death  which  was  caused  by  Spanish  influ- 
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enza  and  pneumonia  came  Oct.  9,  1918,  at  Camp 
ary  Taylor,  Ky.  The  father  of  the  above  died  in  July 
1901  and  a  few  years  later  the  mother  married  W.  L; 
Hebel  of  Tower  Hill.  Irving  made  his  home  with  his 
stepfather  and  assisted  him  in  farming  as  a  boy,  later 
farming  with  him  jointly  until  the  time  of  his  marriage 
in  December,  1917.  At  that  time  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Lottie  Bolyard  of  near  Ramsey. 

He  was  inducted  into  service  June  25th,  1918,  and 
left  with  the  contingent  of  that  date  for  Camp  Zach^ 
ary  Taylor,  Ky.  Here  he  remained  in  training  fitting 
himself  for  service  overseas  but  was  called  to  a  greater 
service  before  the  time  set  for  his  departure. 

Private  Crook  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon  schools  of  Shelby  and  Fayette  counties.  He  was 
a  conscientious,  upright  young  man,  industrious  and 
thrifty.  At  the  time  of  his  entering  the  service  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  Harry  Mabry  on  his  farm  near  Van- 
dalia. 


FRED  J.  HAMILTON 

Fred  James  Hamilton  was  one  of  the  contingent 
of  Fayette  county  boys  inducted  into  service  by  the  Lo- 
cal Board  on  Sept.  18th,  1917.  He  with  the  others  of 
his  contingent  were  sent  to  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Ky^ 
After  the  necessary  training  had  been  had  there  he 
was  sent  overseas,  serving  throughout  the  war.  He 
was  then  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  Occupa- 
tion with  Battery  B,  77th  Field  Artillery,  4th  Division 
and  was  stationed  at  Kaiefenheim,  Germany.  He  died 
in  the  Evacuation  Hospital  at  Mayen,  Germany,  Feb. 
19,  1919,  and  was  buried  in  the  National  cemetery  at 
that  place. 

The  body  was  returned  to  his  home  in  the  spring 
of  1920,  and  laid  to  rest  in  South  Hill  cemetery  at  Van- 
dalia.  The  Crawford-Hale  Post  of  the  American  Leg' 
ion  had  charge  of  the  burial  and  full  military  honors 
were  accorded  ,him. 


CLIFFORD  G.  MATTES 

Clifford  G.  Mattes,  son  of  George  C.  and  Mary  O; 
Mattes,  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Feb.  2,  1894,  and 
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died  at  Camp  Mills,  Long  Island,  New  York,  Oct.  22, 
1918. 

Clifford  spent  all  of  his  life  on  his  father's  farm 
where  he  was  born,  assisting  his  father  in  farmng  and 
also  engaging  in  carpenter  work  whenever  there  was  a 
time  that  the  farm  did  not  engage  his  entire  time.  Spare 
moments  were  always  employed  in  reading  of  which 
he  never  seemed  to  tire. 

He  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Union  Sunday 
School  in  Shafter  township  and  was  treasurer  of  the 
Sunday  School  for  several  years.  He  was  also  a  social 
member  of  the  M.  W.  A.  and  took  a  lively  interest  in 
all  of  the  affairs  of  the  lodge. 

On  June  22,  1918,  he  was  called  to  the  colors  and 
entered  the  Sweeney  Auto  School  at  Kansas  City.  After 
completing  the  work  there  and  receiving  his  diploma 
he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Wheeler,  Ga.,  and  from 
there  to  Camp  Mills  for  overseas  duty.  While  here  he 
fell  a  victim  of  influenza  which  developed  into  double 
pneumonia  proving  fatal.  His  mother  reached  his  bid- 
side  before  his  death.  He  told  her  of  his  conversion 
while  in  camp  at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  rejoiced  that  he  had 
seen  the  light  and  accepted  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  Again 
and  again  he  would  say:  "I  can't  get  through  thank- 
ing God  for  what  He  has  done  for  me,  for  now  it  would 
be  too  late."  With  ardent  faith  and  a  calm  soul  he 
entered  the  triumphant  forces  of  his  King.  The  body 
was  returned  to  Vandalia  and  rests  in  the  mausoleum 
at  South  Hill.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Elder  O.  R.  Nelson. 


EDWARD  TATE 

Edward  Tate  was  born  Jan.  20,  1896,  near  Vera, 
111.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Fayette  county  and  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
farm.  On  reaching  manhood  he  spent  most  of  his  time 
working  at  farm  work  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 
The  year  preceding  his  entry  into  the  army  he  farmed 
for  himself  near  Vera,  but  at  the  time  of  his  entering 
the  service  was  employed  at  the  county  farm  by  Supt. 
Kavanaugh.  He  answered  his  country's  call  and  went 
to  Camp  Gordon,  Ga.,  May  29th,  1918.  After  training 
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there  for  six  weeks  he  went  overseas  and  served  at  the 
front  during  most  of  the  time  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  with  Co.  L,  59th  Inft.  He  died  in  a  hospital  in 
France  with  pneumonia  Nov.  18,  1918. 

His  body  was  returned  to  the  United  States  and 
arrived  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse 
Tate  on  Thanksgiving  Day  1920,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Lawler  cemetery  just  a  short  distance  from  his 
home. 


JOSEPH  L.  SEVERNS 

Private  Joseph  L.  Severns,  Hq.  Co.,  5th  Bn.,  22nd 
Engineers  was  the  son  of  Lycurgus  W.  and  Rachel  E. 
Severns  of  near  Brownstown.  He  was  born  Dec.  11, 
1890,  one  mile  east  of  Brownstown  on  the  National 
Road. 

He  spent  most  of  his  time  at  home  until  about  a 
year  before  he  was  called  into  the  service.  He  was 
then  employed  by  the  Turner  Produce  Co.  and  worked 
at  their  Vandalia  branch  until  two  weeks  previous  to 
his  enlistment,  spending  the  time  intervening  visiting 
relatives. 

Private  Severns  left  Vandalia  with  the  second  con- 
tingent from  Fayette  county  for  Camp  Zachary  Tay- 
lor, Ky.  From  there  he  was  transferred  to  Fort  Ben- 
jamin Harrison,  Indianapolis,  leaving  thence  for  Ho- 
boken,  N.  J.,  from  which  port  he  sailed  for  France  Sept. 
15,  1918,  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Calamores.  On  the  way  over 
he  contracted  influenza  which  developed  into  bronchial 
pneumonia.  Death  came  when  the  ship  lay  at  anchor 
on  the  Bay  at  Brest.  Before  death  he  requested  his 
major  to  send  his  body  back,  which  request  was  com- 
plied with,  the  body  arriving  at  Hoboken,  Oct.  12,  1918 
and  at  Brownstown  five  days  later.  Thence  it  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Maplewood  Cemetery  at  St.  Elmo. 

Joseph  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  of 
Brownstown  and  remained  faithful  to  his  Christian  ob- 
ligations. He  attended  school  at  Bunker  Hill  country 
school.  Here  he  showed  the  aggressive  spirit  that  char- 
acterized him  in  later  years  by  entering  heartily  into 
all  sports. 
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JOHN  E.  REISS 

John  E.  Reiss,  son  of  Henry  and  Pauline  Reiss,  was 
born  Aug.  26,  1886  on  a  farm  near  St.  Peter,  111.,  died 
Oct.  17,  1918  at  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas,  of  Lo- 
bar  pneumonia. 

John  With  the  rest  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  as- 
sisted his  parents  on  the  farm  until  1910  when  the 
family  moved  to  St.  Peter  where  his  parents  conducted 
a  hotel  and  he  learned  the  barber  trade.  He  followed 
this  trade  until -the  time  of  his  entrance  in  the  army, 
having  in  connection  with  his  barber  shop  a  line  of 
drugs  also. 

He  was  called  to  the  colors  May  24,  1918,  and 
sent  to  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.  Later  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Camp  Stanley,  Texas,  and  again  to  Camp 
McArthur.  He  was  a  member  here  of  Co.  G,  Dev.  Bn. 
It  was  here  he  contracted  Spanish  influenza  and  was 
sent  to  the  base  hospital.  Pneumonia  developed  and 
death  ensued  a  few  days  later.  The  body  was  sent 
home  to  his  mother  and  laid  to  rest  in  the  St.  Peter 
Evangelical  Lutheran  cemetery. 

John  was  a  Christian  young  man  of  sterling  char- 
acter. He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
St.  Peter,  having  been  baptized  in  infancy  and  con- 
firmed there  in  early  childhood.  He  is  survived  by  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Pauline  Reiss,  two  brothers,  and  seven 
sisters.  His  father  died  in  1915. 


WILLIAM  E.  ROTHE 

Private  William  E.  Rothe  was  born  at  St.  Peter, 
111.,  Dec.  21,  1888,  where  his  parents,  Henry  Rothe 
and  Winnie  Rothe,  were  engaged  in  farming.  William 
was  educated  both  in  English  and  German  at  the  Luth- 
eran parochial  school  in  St.  Peter.  When  he  grew  to 
manhood  he  also  engaged  in  farming  and  upon  enter- 
ing the  service  left  behind  a  young  wife  to  wait  for  the 
day  of  his  return,  which  day  never  came  until  his  body 
was  returned  to  be  laid  to  rest  in  his  native  soil  more 
than  two  years  after  his  death. 

He  was  of  the  draft  contingent  of  June  24,  1918, 
to  Camp  Taylor.  He  died  of  bronchial  pneumonia  in 
Camp  Hospital  No.  1  France,  Oct.  8,  1918,  being  at- 
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tached  at  the  time  of  his  death  to  Co.  H,  22nd  Engi- 
neers. 


ALMY  BEY  ANT  KING 

Almy  Bryant  King  was  the  son  of  Robert  and 
Anna  King  and  was  born  in  Loudon  township  February 
28,  1891.  In  early  life  he  attended  public  school  and 
helped  about  the  farm,  which  occupation  he  followed 
when  grown  to  manhood. 

He  was  one  of  the  contingent  leaving  for  camp 
June  24,  1918.  After  a  short  stay  at  Camp  Zachary 
Taylor,  Ky.,  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  McClellan, 
Ala.  He  was  a  member  of  Bat.  C,  34th  Field  Artillery. 
Here  at  Camp  McClellan  he  contracted  pneumonia 
which  proved  fatal  Oct.  21,  1918. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Mt.  Zion  ceme- 
tery Sunday  afternoon  Oct.  27th,  conducted  by  Rev, 
D.  F.  Burrus. 

Private  King  professed  faith  in  His  Saviour  early 
in  life  and  lived  a  consistent  and  upright  life.  His  par- 
ents had  preceded  him  in  death,  but  there  were  left  to 
mourn  their  sad  loss  his  young  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Pearl  Smith,  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Edith  Ricket  and  Mrs. 
Plenisha  Matson,  two  half-sisters,  Mrs.  May  Brown 
and  Mrs.  Nevada  Logue,  and  two  half-brothers,  John 
and  Nolen. 


GEORGE  JAMES  SMITH 

Although  less  than  nineteen  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death  the  subject  of  this  sketch  met  death 
in  battle.  In  May,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I.  130th 
Inft.  It  was  with  that  organization  that  he  was  serv- 
ing when  he  came  to  his  untimely  end  at  the  front. 
With  his  lieutenant,  Merlin  Dappert,  he  was  advancing 
in  the  line  north  of  Consenvoye  near  the  Bois-de- 
Chaume  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  10,  1918.  The  artil- 
lery barrage  proved  ineffective  and  they  encountered 
a  machine  gun  nest.  They  lay  down  to  escape  the  ma- 
chine gun  barrage  when  an  Austrian  88  exploded  near- 
by killing  four  members  of  the  squad  and  wounding 
George  and  two  others.  George's  wound  resulted  in 
his  death  in  the  hospital  four  days  later. 

He  is  survived  by  his  father,  Charles  Smith,  a  bro- 
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ther,  Jesse,  and  a  sister,  Effie.    His  mother  and  a  sister, 
Vonita,  preceded  him  in  death. 

The  body  was  returned  to  his  father  and  funeral 
services  held  in  the  Christian  church  at  Brownstown, 
Feb.  19,  1921.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the 
American  Legion  assisted  by  Rev.  R.  R.  Finlayson,  pas- 
tor of  the  church. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  ANDERSON 
William  Henry  Anderson,  First  Class  Private,  son 
of  William  and  Eliza  L.  Anderson,  was  born  near  Bayle 
City,  111.,  Sept.  13th,  1892.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood 
assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  pub- 
lic school  nearby. 

He  entered  the  services  of  his  country  with  the  con- 
tingent that  left  Vandalia  for  Camp  Taylor  on  June  24, 
1918.  He  was  later  transferred  to  the,  4th  Co.,  15th 
Veterinary  Hospital  Unit  at  Camp  Lee,  Virginia.  His 
company  was  detained  from  going  overseas  because  of 
quarantine  for  measles.  During  this  time  he  was  strick- 
en with  Spanish  influenza  which  developed  into  pneu- 
monia. After  an  illness  of  fifteen  days  he  died  at  the 
Base  Hospital,  Camp  Lee,  Virginia.  His  body  was  sent 
home  to  his  parents  and  laid  to  rest  in  Pope  cemetery 
near  Bingham,  Oct.  28,  1918. 

William  was  of  a  cheerful  and  hopeful  disposition, 
always  ready  to  be  of  service  to  those  in  need.  He  was 
a  devoted  follower  of  his  Saviour  whom  he  accepted  in 
the  fall  of  1917  and  Whom  he  faithfully  followed  to 
the  end. 


ELZA  L.  WILLIS 

Private  Elza  L.  Willis,  of  Co.  I,  130th  Inft,  son  of 
Henry  and  Rachel  Willis,  was  born  near  Louisville, 
111.,  March  3,  1893.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  4th  111.  Inft, 
at  Vandalia  July  19,  1917.  Death  came  as  the  result  of 
wounds  received  at  Forges  Woods,  France  on  October 
6,  1918.  He  was  buried  in  an  American  cemetery  one- 
half  kilometer  east  of  Senon  Court  (Meuse)  but  the 
body  was  later  returned  to  his  parents  and  laid  to  rest 
in  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  Effingham,  111. 
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JESSE  WALTER  MORRIS 

Jesse  Walter  Morris  was  born  in  Avena  township, 
Sept.  26,  1887.  He  was  the  son  of  W.  M.  and  Elizabeth 
Morris.  From  early  childhood  till  the  time  of  his  death 
he  lived  near  Loudon  in  Loudon  township.  Death  was 
due  to  lobar  pneumonia,  following  Spanish  influenza 
which  he  contracted  at  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky.  He 
was  a  member  of  Battery  F,  5th  Regiment,  F.  A.  R.  D. 
His  lieutenant  writing  his  father  from  Camp  Taylor  un- 
der date  of  Nov.  1,  1918  says:  "I  personally  regret 
the  sad  death  of  your  brave  son  who  gave  his  life  for 
his  country  just  the  same  as  if  he  had  died  on  the  bat- 
tle field  of  France.  He  was  a  faithful  and  obedient 
soldier  and  his  death  is  regretted  by  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  him." 


CHARLES  COOK 

Charles  Cook  was  born  March  24,  1895,  in  Sem- 
inary township,  his  parents  being  John  and  Emma  Cook 
of  near  Mulberry  Grove.  From  childhood  when  he 
became  old  enough  to  help  on  the  farm  he  spent  his 
time  either  attending  the  public  school  or  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm.  When  he  reached  maturity  he 
continued  in  his  chosen  calling  and  was  farming  at 
the  time  he  was  drafted  into  service  in  Sept.  1918.  At 
that  time  he  was  inducted  into  service  and  sent  to  Camp 
Custer,  Michigan.  Here  it  was  his  privilege  to  serve 
only  a  few  days  more  than  one  month  when  he  fell  a 
victim  to  the  dread  Spanish  influenza  and  bronchial 
pneumonia  of  which  he  died  Oct.  14,  1918.  He  left  his 
young  wife,  Elizabeth  Cook,  and  a  little  six-months-old 
daughter,  Myrtle,  besides  his  parents  and  many  friends. 


CARL  JACKSON 

Carl  Jackson  was  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Jackson  of  Brownstown.  He  was  born  in  Clark 
County,  Illinois,  Nov.  23,  1893.  Died  after  a  four  week's 
illness  of  pneumonia  at  Base  Hospital,  Camp  Dodge, 
Iowa,  April  19,  1918.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  at 
South  Hill  Ceirfetery,  Vandalia. 

In  April  1916,  he  left  home  and  went  to  the  North- 
west and  took  a  claim  but  later  settled  in  Iowa  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment. 
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He  enlisted  at  Orange  City,  Iowa,  Jan.  23,  1918,  and 
was  assigned  to  Hqr.  Troops,  88th  Div.  N.  A. 

Carl  finished  his  common  school  education  at  the 
age  of  14  and  then  took,  one  year  of  high  school  work. 
He  was  a  fine  young  man,  loved  by  all  and  made  friends 
wherever  he  went.  In  Sept.  1918,  he  was  home  for 
a  short  visit  with  his  parents  and  friends.  During  his 
sickness  his  father  and  mother  visited  him.  He  bore 
his  illness  patiently,  always  looking  on  the  brighter 
side.  He  is  survived  by  his  father,  mother,  five  broth- 
ers and  five  sisters. 


HOWARD  GLEN  LAWLER 

Howard  Glen  Lawler  was  the  youngest  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Lawler.  He  was  born  near  Vanburens- 
burg  in  Sharon  township,  Dec.  10,  1887.  He  was  in- 
ducted into  service  on  June  13,  1918,  and  left  the  fol- 
lowing day  with  twelve  other  boys  for  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  for  technical  training  in  Rahey's  Auto  Army 
School.  Since  having  measles  more  than  eight  years 
before  he  had  never  known  a  well  day  but  was  subject 
to  nervous  spells  of  great  intensity.  It  was  one  of  these 
which  occurred  after  he  arrived  at  Kansas  City  that 
resulted  in  his  untimely  death. 

He  had  followed  farming  all  his  life,  was  a  lover 
of  fine  stock  and  especially  nice  horses.  He  was  espec- 
ially gifted  as  a  mechanic  which  fact  was  responsible 
for  his  being  sent  to  train  as  an  auto  mechanic. 

The  funeral  was  held  from  the  Methodist  church 
in  Vandalia,  conducted  by  Rev.  Smith  of  Hagarstown, 
assisted  by  Rev.  W.  I.  Terhune,  of  Vandalia. 


JOHN  PRESTON  JANES 

John  Preston  Janes,  son  of  Thomas  and  Jemima 
Janes,  was  born  in  Flat  Branch  township,  Shelby  Coun- 
ty, Illinois,  Dec.  22,  1894,  where  he  lived  on  the  farm 
with  his  parents  until  sixteen  years  of  age  when  they 
moved  to  Fayette  county.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  N. 
at  Chicago,  Dec.  13,  1917,  as  a  third  class  fireman  at 
the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Station.  Here  he  be- 
came a  victim  of  influenza  which  developed  into  pneu- 
monia of  which  he  died  Sept.  14,  1918.  He  was  buried 
at  South  Hill  Cemetery,  Vandalia,  Sept.  18,  1918.  He 
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was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Vera  and  a 
respected  young  man. 

FERDINAND  FEDERMAN 

Ferdinand  Federman,  son  of  Gustave  and  Katie 
Federman,  was  born  near  Vera,  January  17,  1896,  and 
died  in  the  service  of  his  country  at  Camp  Custer,  Mich- 
igan, Oct.  12,  1918.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
a  member  of  the  Headquarters  Troops  of  the  14th  Divi- 
sion. 

His  illness  was  of  short  duration  but  of  great  in- 
tensity from  the  beginning.  His  mother  and  his  cousin, 
Miss  Mabel  Hoffman,  a  municipal  nurse  of  St.  Louis, 
were  at  his  bedside  when  the  end  came. 

He  professed  faith  in  Christ  as  his  Saviour  in 
1913,  and  united  with  the  German  Baptist  Church  of 
which  he  was  a  faithful  member  until  his  death. 
"Ferdie,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was  of  a  cheerful 
disposition.  "To  know  him  was  to  love  him,"  could  be 
truthfully  said  of  him. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  O.  R. 
Nelson  at  the  German  Baptist  church  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  The  casket,  draped  with  the  flag  for  which 
he  died  was  borne  to  the  Hoffman  cemetery  and  laid 
to  rest  by  the  side  of  his  father.  He  is  survived  by  his 
mother,  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Frankie  Wollerman  and  Mrs. 
Violet  Federman,  and  an  aged  grandfather. 


CLARENCE  CHARLES  MARKS 
Clarence  Charles  Marks,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Marks  was  born  at  Hindsdale,  111.,  July  26, 
1895.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  when 
he  was  eleven  years  old  and  has  since  made  this  his 
home. 

He  was  one  of  the  contingent  of  200  to  leave  for 
Camp  Taylor,  June  24,  1918,  several  of  whom  were 
never  again  to  see  home  because  of  the  dread  influenza. 
He  was  later  transferred  to  Camp  McClellan,  Ala.,  and 
assigned  to  Headquarters  Company  of  the  34th  F.  A. 
Here  he  fell  a  victim  to  influenza  and  pneumonia  Sept. 
26,  1918.  His  body  was  returned  and  buried  in  Beth- 
lehem cemetery. 

He  left  besides  his  other  near  relatives,  his  young 
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wife  a  bride  of  only  a  few  months  to  mourn  his  early 
going. 


WENDELL  CAUSEY 

Wendell  Causey,  the  eldest  son  of  George  W.  and 
Mary  P.  Causey  was  born  in  this  county  March  27, 
1896.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  worked  on  the 
farm  and  attended  the  public  school  where  he  received 
his  education.  When  his  country  called  he  volunteered 
for  service  and  enlisted  with  Co.  I,  130th  U.  S.  Infantry. 

He  left  Vandalia  in  September  1917,  for  Camp 
Logan,  Texas.  There  he  contracted  bronchial  pneu- 
monia and  died  Feb.  4,  1918.  The  body  was  brought 
home  and  laid  to  rest  in  Mclnturff  cemetery,  Feb.  10, 
1918. 

Wendell  was  a  young  man  of  sterling  worth,  re- 
spected and  loved.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  in  the  work  of  which  order  he 
took  an  active  part. 


FLOYD  HAROLD  WRIGHT 

Floyd  Harold  Wright  was  the  son  of  James  M. 
Wright  of  Bear  Grove  township.  He  was  born  near 
Mulberry  Grove,  April  15th,  1897.  Prior  to  his  enlist- 
ment he  was  an  employee  of  the  Illinois  Pipe  Line  Com- 
pany. He  was  drafted  and  sent  to  Camp  Forest,  Ga., 
Sept.  11,  1918.  He  was  later  transferred  to  Camp  Mer- 
rit,  New  Jersey,  and  left  for  overseas  Oct.  29,  1918. 
After  being  in  France  for  only  a  short  time  he  contract- 
ed pneumonia  which  proved  fatal.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  a  member  of  Company  E,  116th  Engi- 
neers and  was  stationed  at  St.  Naziaire,  France.  He  was 
buried  in  American  Base  Cemetery  No.  21,  Grave  499, 
Plot  F.  The  body  was  returned  to  his  home  and  was 
buried  in  Bethlehem  Cemetery  in  Bear  Grove  township, 
October  1920. 


CLARENCE  A.  TEDRICK 

Clarence  A.  Tedrick  was  born  in  Seminary  town- 
ship, September  3rd,  1895.  His  parents  are  Isham  and 
Mary  E.  Tderick.  He  was  raised  on  the  farm  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  until  the  time  of  his  entering 
the  service.  He  was  in  the  September  contingent,  1918, 
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and  was  sent  to  Camp  Custer,  Battle  Creek,  Michigan. 
On  Oct.  28th,  he  died  there  having  contracted  pneu- 
monia. The  body  was  returned  and  buried  in  Seminary 
cemetery.  A  sad  fact  in  connection  with  his  death  was 
the  death  of  his  young  wife  who  on  having  been  noti- 
fied of  his  illness  left  immediately  for  Camp  Custer. 
While  there  she  also  contracted  influenza  and  died 
two  days  after  the  death  of  her  husband.  She  was 
formerly  Miss  Lucy  M.  Revis. 

He  was  a  private  in  the  4th  Company,  154th  Bn., 
160th  Depot  Brigade. 


DELMER  WEHE 

Delmer  Wehe,  the  son  of  J.  W.  and  Mary  Wehe, 
was  born  in  Farina,  Sept.  2,  1892,  died  Nov.  22,  1918. 

At  the  time  of  his  entering  the  service  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  fireman  at  a  coal  mine  in  Hudson,  Wyoming. 

He  was  drafted  in  June  1918,  and  sent  to  Camp 
Lewis,  Washington.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  Camp 
Perry,  California  and  was  later  sent  to  New  Jersey. 
After  remaining  there  a  short  time  he  was  sent  across. 
He  was  first  a  member  of  Headquarters  Company, 
160th  Infantry.  Soon  after  landing  in  France  he  was 
transferred  to  Headquarters  Detachment,  162  Field 
Artillery  Brigade.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a 
member  of  Company  F,  317th  Infantry. 

As  to  the  details  of  the  manner  of  his  death  noth- 
ing is  known,  his  parents  having  only  been  notified  of 
his  death.  He  was  buried  in  the  American  Cemetery, 
Brizeaux,  France.  The  body  will  be  returned  home. 


PEARL  T.  COWGILL 

Pearl  T.  Cowgill  was  born  near  Hanson,  Jan.  18, 
1892.  His  parents  were  John  I.  Cowgill,  deceased,  and 
Margaret  M.  Cowgill.  He  was  raised  on  a  farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Fay- 
ette  County. 

At  the  time  of  his  entering  the  service  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a  farm  near  Adaza,  Iowa.  He  was  sent  first 
to  Camp  Gordon,  Ga.,  was  later  transferred  to  Camp 
Merritt,  New  Jersey  and  sailed  for  France  on  or  about 
Sept.  19,  1918.  He  landed  in  Brest  and  was  taken 
from  the  transport  ill  with  bronchial  pneumonia  and 
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died  at  Base  Hospital  No.  65,  Kerhuon  near  Brest,  Oct. 
5,  1918.  He  was  buried  at  Lambzellec  cemetery  a  few 
miles  from  Brest.  The  body  has  never  been  returned. 


FRED  EUGENE  GELSINGER 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  25,  1893, 
in  Wilberton  township.  His  parents  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Gelsinger.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
When  the  call  came  for  volunteers  at  the  time  of 
America's  entering  the  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  I 
July  24,  1917.  He  received  nis  first  training  at  Camp 
Houston,  Texas.  He  was  killed  in  action  on  the  French 
front  Oct.  10,  1918,  in  the  same  battle  in  which  Ivory 
Bush  and  Chesser  Brown  also  of  Company  I,  were 
killed. 

He  is  survived  by  his  parents  and  by  ten  sisters 
and  two  brothers. 


WILLIAM  MARION  RHODES 
William  Marion  Rhodes,  who  was  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  Rhodes,  of  near  Beecher  City  entered  the 
service  of  his  country  through  the  selective  service  and 
was  sent  to  Camp  Custer,  Michigan.  After  being  in 
training  here  only  a  short  time  he  fell  a  victim  of  Span- 
ish influenza  and  died  there  Oct.  19th,  1918,  at  the 
age  of  21  years. 


CLAUD  WATSON 

Claud  Watson,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Wat- 
son of  Shobonier,  and  whose  real  name  was  Claud  Pet- 
it, as  he  was  the  son  of  Mrs.  Watson  by  a  former  hus- 
band, entered  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  National 
Army  and  after  a  short  period  of  training  in  this  coun- 
try was  sent  overseas.  He  died  of  disease  in  France, 
his  mother  not  knowing  of  his  death  until  she  saw  his 
name  in  the  casualty  list. 


EDGAR  E.  BULKA 

Edgar  E.  Bulka,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike 
Bulka  of  Hurricane  township,  was  one  of  the  first  draft 
contingent  to  leave  here  and  was  a  private  in  the  In- 
fantry. After  a  short  period  of  training  in  this  country 
he  was  sent  overseas  and  saw  service  on  the  French 
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front.  Here  he  was  wounded  in  action  and  died  of  his 
wounds  August  6th,  1918.  He  is  survived  by  his  father 
and  mother,  three  brothers  and  three  sisters. 


August  Henry  Stolte  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Frederick  and  Sophia  Stolte.  He  was  born  in  Shelby 
county,  Sept.  14,  1890,  died  Oct.  29,  1918,  at  Camp  Cus- 
ter,  Michigan  of  pneumonia.  He  entered  the  services 
of  his  country  at  Camp  Custer  in  the  National  Army,. 
Sept.  6,  1918.  On  July  12th,  1918,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Lena  May  Craig  of  St.  James  who  together  with 
an  infant  daughter,  Fern  Annabell,  is  left. 

August  was  baptized  in  infancy  at  St.  Paul  Luth- 
eran Church  at  Strasburg,  111.  He  was  a  dutiful  son, 
a  kind  brother  and  a  loving  husband.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Camp  2354  Modern  Woodman  of  America  at  St. 
James. 


JOHN  JACOB  BAUERLE 

vJohn  Jacob  Bauerle  was  the  youngest  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  Bauerle  of  Hurricane  township.  En* 
tered  the  services  of  his  country  as  a  member  of  the 
National  Army  in  1918.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Custer, 
Michigan,  where  he  contracted  influenza  which  proved 
fatal  Oct.  16th,  1918.  The  body  was  returned  to  his 
parents  and  the  funeral  held  at  the  home.  He  was  24 
years  of  age. 


IVORY  BUSH 

Ivory  Bush  was  one  of  the  Company  I  boys  who 
saw  service  on  the  border.  When  Company  I  was  pre- 
paring for  service  in  the  World  War  he  re-enlisted  and 
was  a  loyal  and  brave  member  of  the  same.  He  lost  his 
life  on  the  French  front  Oct.  10,  1918,  being  killed  in 
action.  His  parents  both  having  died,  he  made  his 
home  with  his  uncle,  Willard  Jolly,  of  Seminary  town- 
ship until  the  time  of  his  entering  the  service. 


WALTER  R.  BOLDS 
Walter  R.  Bolds  was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas. 
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W.  Bolds.  He  was  born  in  Sefton  township,  Sept.  27,. 
1892. 

He  entered  the  service  of  his  country  as  a  volun- 
teer at  Champaign,  Illinois.  It  was  not  his  privilege 
to  see  overseas  service  for  he  was  one  of  the  many  vic- 
tims of  influenza  and  pneumonia,  which  disease  he  con- 
tracted while  in  a  camp  in  New  York.  His  body  was 
sent  home  to  relatives  and  the  funeral  held  at  Old  Lib- 
erty Church  in  Sefton  township. 

He  is  survived  by  his  father,  G.  W.  Bolds,  three 
brothers,  Wesley,  Everett  and  Wyley  and  three  sisters, 
Myrtle,  Ruth  and  Almeda.  His  mother  died  in  Jan- 
uary 1900. 


BENJAMIN  HUMES 

Benjamin  Humes,  private,  Co.  I,  346th  Infantry, 
son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Humes,  was  born  May  16th, 
1888,  on  a  farm  near  Patoka  and  died  at  Camp  Pike, 
Ark.,  Dec.  17th,  1917,  aged  29  years,  6  months  and  1 
day. 

Sept.  19th,  1917,  he  in  company  with  other  young 
men  left  his  home  for  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky.  After 
nearly  three  months  of  intensive  training  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Camp  Pike,  Ark.,  and  on  the  17th  day  of  De- 
cember word  was  received  of  his  death.  His  body  ar- 
rived December  19th  after  an  absence  of  three  months. 

To  leave  home  in  the  prime  of  life  for  a  training 
camp  and  return  three  months  later,  alone  and  silent  in 
death  is  one  of  the  vicissitudes  of  life  which  no  human 
being  can  foretell  or  change. 

His  body  rests  near  his  loved  ones  in  the  little 
cemetery  at  Patoka,  Illinois. 


JOHN  W.  SID  WELL 

John  W.  Sidwell,  private,  Co.  M,  119th  Infantry, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Sidwell,  was  born  April 
4th,  1895,  near  Brownstown,  Illinois,  and  was  killed  in 
action  August  27th,  1918.  The  circumstances  related 
to  his  death  seemed  to  indicate  that  he  was  struck  by 
machine  gun  bullets. 

The  young  man  grew  up  to  manhood  on  the  farm. 
His  life's  hopes  were  high  and  he  always  hoped  to  be 
able  to  serve  his  country,  little  thinking  that  he  was 
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destined  to  render  the  highest  service  possible  for  men 
to  give. 

He  left  Vandalia  with  a  contingent  of  drafted  men 
for  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky,  February  22nd,  1918.  He 
sailed  from  the  United  States  in  June  1918  as  a  member 
of  the  119th  Infantry  of  the  30th  Division. 

He  was  buried  temporarily  near  where  he  fell  and 
later  his  body  was  sent  to  the  United  States  for  per- 
manent burial  arriving  April  16th,  1921.  The  funeral 
took  place  Sunday  April  17th,  with  full  military  honors, 
and  his  body  now  lies  at  rest  in  the  Pilcher  cemetery 
near  the  home  of  his  boyhood. 


Elmer  Summerlot  was  born  August  28th,  1902,  in 
Kaskaskia  township.  He  with  his  parents  moved  to 
Otego  township.  Here  Elmer  grew  up  to  young  man- 
hood. Most  of  his  schooling  was  received  at  Four  Mile 
Prairie.  He  like  many  other  young  men  felt  the  call 
of  his  country  and  gave  up  his  place  in  civil  life  to  take 
his  position  in  the  ranks. 

Here  he  served  faithfully  and  well,  until,  in  answer 
to  the  summons  of  the  Great  Commander,  he  joined  the 
Army  of  the  Dead,  November  6th,  1918,  at  Nitro  West, 
Va.  His  life  was  short  in  years  but  he  made  the  su- 
preme sacrifice  while  in  line  of  duty  and  his  name  will 
be  among  those  whose  sacrifice  made  possible  the  safe- 
ty and  strength  of  our  Nation  and  whose  example  will 
inspire  the  future  generations  to  deeds  of  valor  and 
patriotism. 


CLARENCE  E.  LAWLER 

Clarence  E.  Lawler,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Lawler  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  July  3,  1887.  Dur- 
ing his  school  days  he  attended  the  Bluff  City  school. 
He  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and  later  engaged 
in  that  calling  for  himself.  He  left  Vandalia  with  the 
July  10th  contingent  1918.  He  showed  an  aptitude  as 
a  soldier  and  soon  attained  the  rank  of  corporal.  He 
went  overseas  in  September  1918,  and  was  attached  to 
a  labor  battalion.  Death  was  due  to  pneumonia  which 
he  contracted  while  at  Brest.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Brest  and  his  body  was  returned  to  his 
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people  and  placed  for  its  final  rest  in  Bear  Creek  ceme- 
tery in  February  1921.  Crawford-Hale  Post  of  the 
American  Legion  had  charge  of  the  services  and  buried 
him  with  military  honors. 


ALBERT  GOODMAN 

Albert  Goodman  was  the  son  of  Jefferson  and 
ah  Goodman.  He  was  born  near  Hagarstown,  Illinois, 
March  1891.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  manhood  engaged  in  farming. 

On  Feb.  23,  1918,  he  left  Vandalia  with  the  con- 
tingent of  that  date  for  Camp  Taylor.  He  was  later 
transferred  to  Camp  Sevier,  S.  C.,  and  was  there  as^ 
signed  to  Co.  L,  119th  Infantry,  30th  Division.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  June  1918,  where  his  organization 
was  assigned  to  the  British  army.  He  was  killed  in 
action  at  Ypres,  Aug.  31,  1918.  His  body  was  returned 
to  his  parents  in  May  1921. 


CARTER  HARRISON  SEARS 
Carter  Harrison  Sears  was  born  at  Bingham,  J1L 
in  1895.  At  the  age  of  five  years  he  was  left  .mother^ 
less.  The  father  then  took  his  three  little  sons  and  one 
daughter  and  for  a  short  time  they  made  their  home 
with  W.  S.  Sears,  the  grandfather  of  Carter.  The  chil- 
dren were  placed  in  the  Vandalia  schools.  Unfort- 
unately at  this  period  in  their  life  the  father  died  and 
they  were  left  with  no  means  of  support.  Carter  was 
then  15  years  old.  Making  his  grandfather's  home  his 
home  he  went  to  work  and  worked  wherever  work  was 
to  be  found  until  the  war.  He  enlisted  in  the  autumn 
of  1917  and  was  sent  overseas  in  the  spring  of  1919.  He 
was  wounded  by  shrapnel  and  the  wound  apparently 
healed.  He  continued  to  suffer,  however,  from  rheu- 
matism and  was  invalided  home.  Arriving  at  New  York 
his  ailment  became  more  malicious  and  death  ensued 
a  short  time  later.  He  is  reported  to  have  fallen  from 
his  bed  striking  a  bath  tub  which  so  affected  the  old 
wound  that  death  followed  soon  after.  He  is  survived 
by  two  brothers,  Clinton  and  Roscoe  and  one  sister, 
Mrs.  U.  S.  Meyer  of  Bingham. 


EDWARD  B.  HALE  CLARENCE  A.  TEDRICK 

JOHN  \V.  S1DWELL  EMIL  WODTKE 
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JAMES  HENRY  BUSH 

James  Henry  Bush  was  born  in  Jasper  county,  Illi- 
nois, Sept.  24,  1889,  and  died  at  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J., 
December  10,.  1918.  James  Henry,  who  was  a  brother 
of  Ivory  Bush,  who  lost  his  life  at  the  front  enlisted  in 
Iowa  in  July  1918.  He  with  his  brother  was  raised  by 
W.  C.  Jolly  near  Shobonier.  After  enlisting  in  the 
army  he  showed  the  same  devotion  to  the  task  before 
him  that  characterized  him  in  his  work  on  the  farm  and 
frequently  wrote  to  his  foster  father,  Mr.  Jolly,  of  his 
work  with  the  rifle.  He  soon  became  known  as  a  fine 
rifle  shot  and  won  honors  in  his  company  in  marksman- 
ship. 

The  cause  of  his  death  was  bronchial  pneumonia. 
The  body  was  returned  and  laid  to  rest  in  Shiloh  ceme- 
tery at  Willow  Hill,  Illinois,  near  the  place  of  his  birth, 
December  14,  1918. 


CHESSER  W.  BROWN 

Chesser  W.  Brown  was  born  near  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, March  15,  1899,  the  son  of  W.  F.  and  Clara  B. 
Brown.  Only  one  year  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Fayette 
county,  when  he  with  his  parents  lived  on  a  farm  be- 
longing to  his  grandfather,  Robert  Blankenship  of  near 
Jimtown.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  1912,  the  family 
moved  to  Paragould,  Arkansas,  where  they  still  reside. 
When  the  call  came  for  volunteers  in  the  late  war  Ches- 
ser was  anxious  to  join  the  colors  and  took  his  father 
into  his  confidence.  After  being  unable  to  enlist  at 
home  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  recruiting  officer  he 
came  to  the  home  of  his  grandparents  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  130th  Infantry.  He  met 
his  death  while  bravely  facing  the  enemy  at  the  front 
in  France,  Oct.  10,  1918,  in  the  same  engagement  in 
which  Eugene  Gelsinger  and  Ivory  Bush,  also  members 
of  Company  I,  were  killed.  The  body  was  later  re- 
turned and  laid  to  rest  in  the  Britton  cemetery  near 
Springfield.  He  is  survived  by  his  father  and  mother, 
three  brothers  and  seven  sisters.  A  brother,  Don  P. 
Brown,  who  was  drafted  from  Cass  county,  Illinois, 
died  in  camp  at  Vancouver,  Washington,  of  bronchial 
pneumonia  complicated  with  scarlet  fever  Aug.  6,  ^918. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  DRAFT  BOARD  AND  THE  DRAFT 


Fayette  County's  Exemption  Board  was  organized 
under  government  supervision  June  29,  1917,  and  was 
composed  originally  of  the  following  men:  William. 
Henry,  Chairman,  Dr.  F.  L.  Rice,  secretary,  Dr.  Geo. 
VanVranken,  medical  director.  Of  these  Mr.  Henry 
and  Dr.  VanVranken  served  throughout  the  war.  Dr. 
Rice  resigned  Dec.  1,  1917,  and  W.  C.  White  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place.  Mr.  White  served  till  March 
1918,  when  he  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  W.  P. 
Welker.  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Welker  resigned  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  H.  J.  Gochenour  who  served  until  the  board 
was  discharged.  Under  the  first  organization  Dr.  Van- 
Vranken was  assisted  by  Dr.  L.  L.  Morey  of  Vandalia, 
Dr.  L.  E.  Turney  of  Brownstown,  and  Dr.  E.  B.  Pribble 
of  St.  Elmo.  Dr.  Pribble  served  throughout  the  board's 
existence  as  a  member  of  the  medical  board.  Assist- 
ance was  also  given  at  different  times  by  Dr.  Williams 
of  Vandalia  and  Dr.  Fromm  of  Ramsey.  F.  I.  Henry 
was  appointed  chief  clerk  of  the  board  in  July  1917, 
and  rendered  efficient  service  in  this  capacity  as  long 
as  the  board  functioned. 

With  a  due  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
by  the  members  of  all  the  organizations  that  shared  in 
the  burden  of  carrying  on  the  war,  we  believe  we  may 
truthfully  say  that  none  labored  under  greater  diffi- 
culties and  more  trying  circumstances  than  did  the 
members  of  this  board.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be 
given  these  men  who  labored  so  unselfishly  and  espec- 
ially to  Mr.  William  Henry  who  filled  the  trying  place 
of  chairman  throughout  the  existence  of  the  board. 

Working  under  stringent  rules  laid  down  by  the 
war  department  it  was  their  task  to  select  from  the 
registrants  those  who  should  bear  arms  and  to  say 
which  should  remain  at  home  to  carry  on  the  no  less 
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important  work  of  raising  crops  and  the  keeping  the 
wheels  of  industry  going.  The  task  was  especially  a 
distasteful  one  during  the  early  months  of  our  partici- 
pation in  the  war.  A  great  draft  such  as  this  was  a 
thing  unknown  in  America.  The  draft  in  the  Civil  War 
was  insignificant  in  comparison  both  in  the  number  of 
men  which  it  raised  for  military  service  and  in  its  dras- 
tic regulations  as  to  exemptions.  We  give  below  a 
table  showing  figures  of  the  first  call  of  the  Civil  War 
draft  that  the  reader  may  compare  with  tables  given 
later  on  the  draft  of  1917-18. 


The  Call  of  July  2,  1863  (Civil  War) 

Number  of  names  drawn  -  292,441 

Failed  to  report  39,417 

Discharged  -  -  460 

39,877 


Number  examined  ....  252,564 

Number  exempted  -  164,394 


Number  found  liable  for  duty  -  88,170 

Paid  commutation  ....  52,288 


Remaining  liable  for  service  ...  35,882 

Found  substitutes  ....  26,002 


Held  to  personal  service  -  -  -.  9,880 

We  give  the  above  that  our  readers  may  by  com- 
parison realize  the  immensity  of  the  World  War  draft 
and  the  equitable  basis  upon  which  it  was  conducted. 
It  will  be  noted  that  in  the  first  call  of  the  Civil  War 
draft  out  of  292,441  names  drawn,  only  9,880  were 
actually  held  for  personal  service.  52,288  men  secured 
exemption  by  the  payment  of  $300  each,  and  26,002 
found  substitutes. 

Statistical  Data  on  World  War  Draft 

The  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  report  of 
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the  Provost  Marshal  General: 

Total  registration  for  U.  S.  -  -  23,908,576 

Number  men  in  U.  S.  military  service  Nov.  11,  1918  -   3,500,000 
Number  furnished  by  draft  -  -  2,758,542 

Number  accepted  but  not  inducted,  Nov.  11,  1918     -     1,426,446 
Number   classified   in    Class   I,   but  not  physically   ex- 
amined on  above  date  -  -  1,216,017 
Unclassified  on  above  date                          -             -             6,319,728 
Total  number  America  could  have  placed  in  the  field 

without  invading  any  of  deferred  classes  8,749,564 

Amount  appropriated  by  Congress  for  expense*  of  se- 
lective  service   system  $54,896,903.00 
Amount  expended  for  same              -             -  30,847,914.24 
Per  capita  cost  per  registrant             -             -  -  1.26 
Per  capita  cost  per  registrant  classified           -           -  1.74 
Per  capita  cost  per  man  inducted            -                                     10.38 
Per  capita  cost  per  man  accepted  at  camp                     -           $11.34 
Per  capita  cost  per  man  secured  by  voluntary  enlist- 
ment (Army)               -              -                                          28.95 

(Navy)     30.2? 
Per  capita  cost  in  Civil  War  draft  -  -  227.71 

Fayette  County  Draft  Statistics 

REGISTRATION 

June  5,  1917                                          -  2,018 

June  and  August  1918           -  209 

September  1918             -                          -  2,917 

Total  5,144 

INDUCTION,  Accepted  at  camp             -  684 

PHYSICAL  GROUPS 

General  service             ....  710 

Remediables             -               -  None 

Limited  service  47 

Disqualified             ....  144 

DEFERMENTS 

Dependency             -              -  1,069 

Agricultural                                     ...  6 

Industrial             .....  4 

COST  OF  DRAFT  IN  FAYETTE  COUNTY 

Pay  of  board  members  -  $3,856.85 

Pay  of  employees  -  1,983.67 

Pay  for  physical  examinations             -           -  213.20 
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Travel  expenses  and  drayage  -  37.42 

Miscellaneous  expenses  -  718.62 

Total  expenses  $6,809.76 
Salvage   by  sale   of  property            -           -  129.20 


Net  cost  of  operation  -  $6,680.56 

A  volume  of  interesting  matter  on  the  experiences 
of  the  members  and  helpers  of  the  exemption  board 
might  be  written.  As  was  to  be  expected  in  such  a 
time  and  under  such  circumstances  the  selfishness 
which  lies  hidden  in  almost  all  human  hearts  would 
manifest  itself.  Fathers  and  mothers  would  come  with 
their  sons  pleading  for  exemption  for  them.  In  a  few 
cases  it  was  found  that  the  registrant  had  "doped"  his 
eyes  or  his  heart  with  the  hope  of  failing  to  pass  the 
physical  examination.  Under  the  stress  of  the  exacting 
work  it  was  necessary  for  the  board  to  dispatch  cases 
as  quickly  as  possible,  yet  one  worthy  of  a  hearing  was 
never  turned  away  without  consideration.  In  order  to 
take  care  of  such  ones  it  was  during  the  early  part  of 
the  work,  necessary  oftentimes  to  work  far  into  the 
night  and  when  long  hours  and  strenuous  days  were 
telling  upon  the  strength  of  the  members  of  the  board 
it  was  sometimes  necessary  to  slip  away  to  their  homes 
through  back  streets  in  order  to  secure  needed  rest. 

As  the  draft  machinery  continued  to  grind  away 
and  as  the  people  of  the  nation  realized  more  and  more 
the  gravity  of  the  situation  the  number  of  unjustified 
appeals  for  exemption  became  fewer  and  fewer  and 
the  youth  of  Fayette  county  came  forward  willingly  for 
service.  The  experiences  of  Fayette  county's  board 
were  duplicated  in  every  county  in  the  United  States. 
But  where  there  were  many  discouraging  and  trying 
features  of  the  work  there  were  many  redeeming  fea- 
tures. True  patriotism  was  evident  in  the  rank  and  file 
and  noble  spirits,  even  out  of  the  ordinary,  were  in 
evidence. 

On  one  occasion  a  strong  robust  young  man  was 
exempted  becairse  of  being  the  only  support  of  an  aged 
mother.  A  few  weeks  later  the  young  man  who  had 
been  placed  in  a  deferred  class  appeared  at  the  office 
of  the  draft  board  and  asked  to  be  placed  in  Class  I. 
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He  stated  that  he  and  his  mother  had  talked  the  mat- 
ter over  and  they  had  decided  he  should  go.  He  was 
immediately  placed  in  Class  I  and  inducted  into  the 
service  and  sent  to  camp  while  at  home  his  aged  and 
dependent  mother,  manifesting  even  a  greater  spirit  of 
patriotism,  set  about  "keeping  the  home  fires  burning" 
with  a  light  heart  knowing  that  joy  which  comes  from 
unselfish  sacrifice  and  service. 

We  should  be  doing  a  rank  injustice  did  we  not 
mention  here  the  services  donated  by  citizens  through- 
out the  county  in  the  tremendous  task  of  registration 
and  induction.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  tell  of  the 
invaluable  service  which  each  rendered,  nor  is  it  pos- 
sible to  give  a  complete  list  of  their  names  for  no 
records  were  kept  until  the  last  registration.  In  the 
office  of  the  draft  board  there  was  an  untold  amount  of 
clerical  work  to  be  done.  Card  indexes  must  be  made 
of  all  registration  cards,  endless  reports  had  to  be  made 
to  the  war  department,  a  voluminous  correspondence 
must  be  taken  care  of,  thousands  of  little  details  re- 
quiring searching  through  the  records  must  be  attended 
to.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  voluntary  services  of  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  and  many  others  the  ex- 
pense would  have  been  immense.  The  work  of  regis- 
tration was  also  conducted  in  the  various  precincts 
throughout  the  county  without  cost  to  the  government. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY  CHAPTER  AMERICAN 
RED  CROSS 


The  Fayette  County  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  Society  was  organized  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  in 
the  Armory  Hall  at  Vandalia,  May  19,  1917.  Author- 
ity to  organize  such  a  chapter  had  previously  been 
granted  by  the  directors  of  the  Central  Division  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  Society  with  headquarters  at  Chi- 
cago, and  the  following  committee  named  as  a  tem- 
porary committee  to  effect  an  organization: 

Judge  William  M.  Farmer,  Chairman 

N.  C.  Gochenour,  Secretary 

O.  F.  Barkley 

F.  C.  Humphrey 

George  A.  A.  Dieckmann 

George  B.  Capps 

J.  H.  Brooks 

J.  G.  Burnside 

George  L.  Hausmann 

Herbert  H.  Sonnemann 

One  hundred  and  five  persons  present  at  the  time 
of  organization  signed  applications  for  membership 
and  paid  the  fee.  A  board  of  directors  was  elected 
consisting  of  the  following  twenty-one  members: 

William  M.  Farmer  Rev.  C.  D.  Shumard 

Mrs.  Edith  C.  Burr  Mrs.  L.  M.  Ford 

Jos.  C.  Burtschi  Dr.  F.  L.  Rice 

J.  H.  Brooks  Mrs.  May  D.  Stone 

George   A.   A.   Dieckmann  Rev.  S.  B.  Murray 

C  F.  Easterday  Mrs.    Waverly   F.    Houston 

R.  H  Sturgess  Rev.   Father   McGrath 

Sallie  M.  Stillman  F.  E.   Crawford 

H.  H.  Sonnemann  Dr.  A.  L.  T.  Williams 

Rev.  J.  W.  Ramsey  Geo.  B.  Capps 

Mrs.  Ethel  Gochenour 
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The  following  were  elected  officers: 

Dr.  A.  L.  T.  Williams,  Chairman* 
J.  H.  Brooks,  Vice  Chairman 
George  B.  Capps,  Treasurer 
Ethel  Gochenour,  Secretary 

*Dr.  A.  L.  T.  Williams  resigned  as  chairman  Sept.  4,  1917, 
to  enter  U.  S.  service  as  a  physician.  He  was  succeeded  by  F.  E. 
Crawford  who  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

MILITARY  RELIEF  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Rice,  Chairman*  Mrs.  W.  M.  Farmer 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Belknap  Mrs.  F.  C.  Humphrey 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Morey  Mrs.  Dan  Kelly 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Higgins  Mrs.  J.  T.  Ferine 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Stout  Mrs.  C.  G.  Sonnemann 

Mrs.  F.  T.  Denny  Mrs.  W.  F.  Smith 

Mrs.  Roy  Emerick  Mrs.  D.  L.  Travis 

*Mrs.  Rice  resigned  January  8,  1918,  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Hou&- 
ton  was  elected  as  her  successor. 

CIVILIAN  RELIEF  COMMITTEE 

J.  W.  Schenker,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Geo.  Ralston  Rev.  O.  R.  Nelson 

Miss  Mayme  Quinn  Harry  Mabry 

Miss  Gwendolyn  Farmer  Mrs.   Katy  Williams 

O.  F.  Barkley  Mrs.  F.  I.  Henry 

George  Houston  Mrs.  G.  E.  Morey 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Kurtz  Mrs.  Albert  Dixon 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Doyle  .         H.  H.  Sonnemann 

WAR  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

C.  F.  Easterday,  Chairman 
Geo.  A.  A.  Dieckmann  F.  C.  Eckard 

Jos.  C.  Burtschi  W.  P.  Welker 

KNITTING  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Sonnemann,  Chairman 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Bingham  Mrs.  Ben  Perkins 

Mrs.  G.  A.  A.  Dieckmann  Mrs.  J.  L.  Lakin 

COMMITTEE  ON  ORGANIZATION  OF  BRANCHES 
J.  H.  Brooks  F.  E.   Crawford  C.  A.  Evans 
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CANTEEN  COMMITTEE 
Norval  C.  Gochenour,  Chairman 

Mrs.   H.  J.  Gochenour  Mrs.  J.  C.  Burtschi 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Janett  Mrs.  Anna  White 

Mrs  Sarah  Volberg  Mrs.  E.  M.  Doyle 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Ford  Mrs.  C.  D.  Washburn 

Mrs.  Ira  D.  Lakin  Mr.  J.  W.  Schenker 

Mr.  C.  F.  Coleman  Mrs.  C.  A.  Janett 

Mr.  A.  F.  Smith  Mrs.  C.  F.  Houston 

Mr.  L.  M.  Ford  Mrs.  J.  H.  Webb 

Mrs.  Ed  LeDoux  Miss  Castilla  Sayles 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Mammen  Mr.  W.  P.  Welker 

Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Capps  Mrs.  Geo.  Helbock 

Mrs.  Arthur  Buser  Miss  Mabel  Bingaman 

Mrs.  Ben  Rexwinkle  Mrs.  F.  I.  Henry 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Brown  Mrs.  Ella  Mitchell 

Miss  Mary  Metzger  Mrs.  S.  B.  Murray 

Miss  Lillian   Henninger  Mrs.  H.  A.   Stone 

Miss  Mae  Hausmann  Mrs.  G.  F.  Houston 

Miss  Jessie  Craig  Mrs.  William  Henry 

Mr.  C.  F.  Houston  Mr.  G.  F.  Houston 


Red  Cross  War  Fund  Drives 


In  all  the  many  war  activities  at  home  there  was 
perhaps  none  that  surpassed  the  drive  of  June  1917, 
for  the  Red  Cross  War  Fund.  It  was  a  thing  wholly  new 
to  our  people  but  so  spirited  was  the  work  on  the  part 
of  all  chosen  to  do  a  part  that  it  was  remarkably  suc- 
cessful. Fayette  County's  quota  was  $7,000.00,  of 
which  amount  $3,000.00  was  assigned  to  Vandalia.  It 
was  said  by  many  when  the  quota  was  announced  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  that  amount  of  money 
in  the  county,  but  they  had  not  yet  seen  the  citizens 
of  Fayette  county  in  action  as  a  unit. 


The  finance  committee  composed  of  C.  F.  Easter- 
day,  G.  A.  A.  Dieckmann,  F.  C.  Eckard,  J.  C.  Burtschi 
and  W.  P.  Welker  sent  out,  during  the  week  previous  to 
the  drive,  scouts  instructed  to  invite  the  captains  of  the 
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various  townships,  who  had  been  previously  elected  by 
this  committee,  to  dinner  at  the  Dieckmann  Hotel  in 
Vandalia.  So  well  was  this  preliminary  work  done  that 
every  township  in  the  county  was  represented.  After 
taking  dinner  together  they  assembled  in  the  court 
room  at  the  court  house  to  complete  arrangements  for 
the  drive. 

The  captains  having  received  instructions  and  in- 
spiration went  back  each  to  his  own  township  ready 
for  the  task.  On  Sunday  "Four  Minute  Men"  were 
dispatched  to  every  part  of  the  county  where  addresses 
were  given  telling  of  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross  and  the 
necessity  of  meeting  the  county's  quota  in  full  that  the 
organization  might  continue  to  minister  to  the  needs 
of  our  boys.  Such  a  meeting  was  held  within  reach  of 
every  person  in  the  county  either  in  the  morning,  after- 
noon or  evening.  The  meetings  were  well  attended 
throughout  the  county. 

On  Monday  the  actual  work  began.  Two  hun- 
dred men  throughout  the  county  laid  aside  their  work 
and  solicited  for  the  Red  Cross.  Bulletins  were  issued 
every  evening  and  sent  to  the  captains  in  the  various 
townships  to  show  how  the  drive  was  progressing 
throughout  the  county.  In  the  few  localities  where  an 
inclination  to  lag  was  shown,  speakers  were  sent  to  stir 
up  enthusiasm  and  a  high  pitch  of  enthusiasm  was  thus 
carried  throughout  the  drive. 

The  result  was  inspiring  and  far  beyond  the  hopes 
of  the  most  sanguine.  A  total  of  $7,000.00  was  the  goal 
but  the  subscriptions  totalled  over  $13,000.00.  Every 
township  in  the  county  more  than  raised  its  quota. 
Some  of  the  townships  doubled  and  one,  Sharon,  treb- 
led their  quota. 

Other  Methods  of  Raising  Funds 

The  county's  Red  Cross  fund  was  added  to  from 
time  to  time  in  various  ways  and  from  various  sources. 
The  Brownstown  Band  was  the  first  to  espouse  the 
cause  and  gave  the  proceeds  of  a  concert  held  in  the 
M.  E.  Church  Nov.  28th,  to  the  Red  Cross.  "Fi  Fi  of 
the  Toy  Shop"  was  rendered  by  members  of  the  Van- 
dalia chapter,  giving  two  performances  on  successive 
nights  to  crowded  houses.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  people  took  part.  The  play  was  one  of  the  pro- 
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ductions  of  the  J.  B.  Rogers  Co.,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and 
was  staged  under  the  direction  of  Wm.  Dieckmann 
Steininger,  a  Vandalia  young  man. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  A.  Janett  gave  a  dinner  party 
and  dance  to  the  April  31st  contingent  of  the  draft  boys 
at  the  Dieckmann  hotel  and  gave  the  proceeds  to  the 
Red  Cross  fund.  One  of  the  unique  features  of  the  af- 
fair was  sprung  as  a  surprise  upon  the  guests  when  Polk 
Atkinson  rode  triumphantly  out  upon  the  dance  floor 
a  long-haired,  long-eared  quadruped  of  the  braying 
variety  and  announced  that  the  gentleman  (not  Mr. 
Atkinson)  was  for  sale  and  that  the  proceeds  would  be 
given  to  the  Red  Cross.  A  bid  of  $1.00  was  immed- 
iately offered  and  the  animal  was  knocked  off  to  the 
bidder  who  immediately  donated  him  back  to  the  Red 
Cross.  This  was  repeated  again  and  again  at  various 
sums  until  the  sale  had  netted  more  than  $135.00.  The 
"gentleman"  was  then  led  back  to  his  quarters  in  the 
McElheney  feed  barn,  still  the  property  of  the  original 
owner. 

Many  of  the  school  teachers  throughout  the  coun- 
ty gave  pie  socials  and  donated  the  proceeds  to  the  Red 
Cross.  Auctions  also,  and  many  other  methods  were 
used  at  various  places  and  at  various  times  to  swell  the 
coffers  of  that  organization.  But  the  greatest  of  all  was 
the  "Egg  Drive"  suggested  by  country  people.  On  May 
9-11,  1918,  farmers  throughout  the  county  donated 
their  eggs  to  the  cause  and  people  in  the  towns  who  did 
not  keep  chickens  donated  cash.  Nearly  four  thousand 
dollars  was  raised  in  this  way. 

At  a  patriotic  meeting  in  Vandalia,  May  20,  1918, 
Harold  Brooks,  son  of  Mayor  Brooks,  rode  his  pony  on- 
to the  speakers'  stand  and  a  drawing  which  had  been 
previously  arranged  for,  took  place.  The  lucky  num- 
ber was  that  of  Mrs.  J.  Hoffman,  of  Ramsey.  Mrs.  Hoff- 
man donated  the  pony  back  to  the  Red  Cross  and  it  was 
disposed  of  in  a  like  manner  at  Ramsey  two  weeks  later 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Ramsey  Chapter.  At  a  celebra- 
tion in  St.  Elmo  an  auction  was  held  and  any  thing 
from  a  rocking  horse  to  an  automobile  was  sold.  The 
proceeds  of  more  than  $1500.00  was  given  to  the  Red 
Cross. 
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$40,000.00  War  Chest  Drive 


The  second  call  for  Red  Cross  funds  came  late  in 
May  1918.  Fayette  County,  like  many  other  counties, 
combined  this  Red  Cross  drive  with  a  War  Chest  drive. 
$20,000.00  was  the  county's  quota  for  the  Red  Cross 
but  a  quota  was  set  by  the  Council  of  Defense  of  $40,- 
000.00,  the  amount  over  and  above  the  Red  Cross  quota 
to  be  reserved  by  the  Council  of  Defense  to  meet  any 
other  demands  that  might  arise  during  the  year  and 
thus  avoid  making  drives  repeatedly.  The  methods 
used  in  this  drive  will  be  given  in  the  chapter  on  the 
Council  of  Defense.  The  quotas  assigned  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

TOWNSHIP  QUOTAS 

Avena  $2,962.00 

Bear  Grove  -  -  2,216.00 

Bowling  Green  -  -  1,035.00 

Carson  -  1,036.00 

Hurricane  -  -  2,924.00 

Kaskaskia  -  -  1,946.00 

LaClede  -  3,008.00 

Lone  Grove  -  -  2,847.00 

Loudon  -  -  2,259.00 

Otego  2,238.00 

Pope  962.00 

Ramsey  ...  3,564.00 

Sefton  -  .  2,558.00 

Seminary  -  -  1,930.00 

Sharon  *•  2,841.00 

Vandalia  ...  5,344.00 

Wheatland  -*  -  -  1,665.00 

Wilberton  -  1,822.00 


Total  $40,000.00 

The  assessed  valuation  of  property  was  the  basis 
upon  which  quotas  were  computed.  Quotas  were  as- 
signed each  school  district  by  the  township  captains 
working  in  conjunction  with  men  chosen  from  the 
various  districts.  In  this  manner  the  school  district  be- 
came the  unit.  Every  township  more  than  subscribed 
its  quota,  the  total  subscription  amounting  to  $47,000. 

When  the  third  call  for  funds  for  the  National  Red 
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Cross  Society  came  late  in  December  1919,  fixing  Fay- 
ette  County's  quota  at  $4,000.00  less  a  credit  of  $228.01 
sufficient  funds  were  in  the  treasury  of  the  county  chap- 
ter to  meet  the  demand  without  a  drive.  All  other  de- 
mands made  upon  the  chapter  till  the  close  of  the  war 
were  met  in  like  manner. 


Branch  Chapters  American  Red  Cross  Organized 
in  Fayette  County 


Avena   Township   Branch 

Chairman  -  Anna  B.  Johnson 
Vice  Chairman  -  Florence  Ogle 
Treasurer  -  Lulu  M.  Heckert 
Secretary  -  Myrtle  Culbertson 

Bear  Grove  Township  Branch 

Chairman,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Schaffer 
Vice  Chm'n,  Mrs.  W.  I.  Lyerla 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Aleen  Leever 
Secretary  -  Mrs  S.  V.  Haight 

Carson  Branch 

Chairman  -  Agnes  F.  Shumate 
Vice  Chairman,  Robert  Hunt  Jr. 
Treasurer  -  Clifford  Gardner 
Secretary  -  Minnie  Bolt 

Hurricane  Township  Branch 

Chairman  -  Maggie  Halford 
Vice  Chairman  -  Jane  Cole 
Treasurer  -  Edith  Fitzgerald 
Secretary  -  Alice  Shelton 

LaClede  Branch 

Chairman,  Mrs  L.  M.  Richardson 
Vice  Chm'n,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Maxon 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R.  H.  Soldner 
Secretary  -  Mrs.  J.  R.  Dillon 

Loudon  Township  Branch 

Chairman  -  Lemuel  F.  Wood 
Vice  Chm'n,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Buzzard 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Maude  Long 
Secretary  -  Mrs.  J.  W.  Miller 


Pope    Township    Branch 

Chairman  -  Wm.  M.  Jones 
Vice  Chairman,  W.  L.  Bonnell 
Treasurer,  Miss  Lucy  Williams 
Secretary  -  Mrs.  E.  R.  Bonnell 

Ramsey  Branch 

Chairman  -  H.  L.  Haynes 
Vice  Chm'n,  Sadie  B.  Morrison 
Treasurer  -  Fred  Strobel 
Secretary  -  Mrs.  B.  E.  Smith 

Seminary    Branch 

Chairman  -  Mrs.  Rhoda  Thybo 
Vice  Chairman,  Mrs.  Delia  Bone 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Pearl  Bone 
Secretary  -  Goldia  Jones 

South    Seminary   Branch 

Chairman  -  Mrs.  J.  T.  Reeves 
Vice  Chm'n,  Mrs.  Walter  Smith 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  John  Thompson 
Secretary,  Mrs  Delia  Thompson 

Sefton   Township   Branch 

Chairman  -  M.  G.  Dively 
Vice  Chairman, 

Treasurer  Isaac  Jones 

Secretary  -  Mrs.  David  B.  Parr 

West  Sharon  Branch 

Chairman  -  M.  W.  Jerden 
Vice  Chm'n,  Mrs.  Geo.  Mattes 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Joe  Peak 
Secretary  -  Ida  McFarland 
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Lone  Grove   Branch  Wheatland    Branch 

Chairman     -     M.  L.   Lansford  Chairman      -      Elizabeth  Odell 

Vice  Chairman    -    W.  S.  Ervin  Vice  Chairman      -      Ora  Stein 

Treasurer         -         J.  F.  Helm  Treasurer      -      Myra    Garrison 

Secretary     -     F.  E.  Bullington  Secretary                       Iva  Helm 

Otego   Township   Branch  Burnett  Auxiliary 

Chairman         -         Otis  Keeler  Chairman      -    Mrs.  Ida  Snyder 

Vice  Chm'n,  Rev.  E.  T.  Carroll  Vice  Chm'n,     Mrs.  Kavanaugh 

Treasurer      -       Myrna  Griffith  Treasurer    -    Faye  Kavanaugh 

Secretary      -      Mayme  Griffith  Secretary    -    Mrs.  Hazel  Hicks 


War  Supplies  Furnished  by 
Fayette  County  Chapter  A.  R.  C. 


Pieces 

Four-tailed  muslin  bandages  -                                                    21 

Muslin  abdominal  bandages  -                                                      686 

Muslin  T-bandages  -             -             -             -           513 

Triangular  muslin  bandages  -                                      721 

Hospital  bed-shirts         -  -             -             -             -             117 

Summer  bed-shirts             -  107 

Winter  bed-shirts             -  -             -             -             -             26 

Fracture  pillows  -             -             -              16 

Comfort  bags  (hospital)  -                                         258 

Hospital  wash  cloths           -  284 

Colvalescent  robes  -             -             -             90 

Convalescent  suits  (French)  30 

Napkins    24x24                -  150 

Hot  water  bag  covers  9 
Towels  18x30                         -----          120 

Glass  towels  18x30  -             _             .             _             {jfi 

Handkerchief  substitutes  -                          -            -             1034 

Undershirts    (hospital)  -                            -             -              120 

Pajamas                                 -  -                -                159 

Pajamas  (summer)             -  •  -            -            -            -             29 

Bath  towels               -----  72 

Sweaters                -  -                                                 1081 

Socks,  630  pairs             -  -            -             -            -             1260 

Wristlets,  999  pairs           -  -             -             -             -           1998 

Mufflers                  -                -  -                -                -                422 

Helmets               -               -  -                -               -                176 


INTHEWORLDWAR  95 

Knitted  wash  cloths                              -  -               189 

Knitted  scarfs           -  64 

Trench  caps               _____  1 

Cotton  mouth  wipes  50 

Tray  covers                               -               -               -  -               13 

Crocheted  wash  cloths  12 

Property  bags                          -               -               -  -             416 

Table  napkins               -               -               -               -  -516 

Layette  sets               -----  14 

Shirts  (boys)                                          -  247 

Undershirts  (boys)  5 

Blouse  suits  (boys)  52 

Petticoats  (women's)             -  155 

Morning  jackets                 -  20 

Morning  blouses  (women)             -  -             2 

Chemises  (women)               -  74 

Extra  bags               -               -               -               -  *  125 


Total  number  pieces         11490 


Committee  on  Civilian  Relief 


It  was  the  special  duty  of  this  committee,  to  look 
after  the  families  from  which  soldiers  had  gone  and 
where  there  was  a  possibility  of  aid  being  needed.  J. 
W.  Schenker  was  chairman  of  the  committee.  Funds 
were  voted  out  of  the  general  treasury  for  the  use  of 
this  committee  from  time  to  time  as  needed.  These 
funds  constituted  a  revolving  fund  which  was  re-im- 
bursed  as  necessary  from  the  general  treasury.  The 
committee  kept  a  sharp  lookout  for  the  needy  and  ren- 
dered valuable  service.  Solders'  dependents  were  giv- 
en first  consideration  and  whenever  one  was  found  in 
need  a  sufficient  sum  was  advanced  to  care  for  immed- 
iate needs,  which  was  to  be  returned  if  possible  when 
circumstances  would  permit,  to  the  committee.  Month- 
ly reports  were  made  by  the  committee.  These  reports 
show  that  funds  were  used  chiefly  in  five  and  ten  dollar 
sums,  and  that  in  almost  all  cases  the  funds  were  re- 
turned again  by  the  persons  who  were  given  assistance. 
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The  Department  of  Military  Relief 


The  Department  of  Military  Relief  began  work  in 
the  room  lately  vacated  by  the  Post  Office.  Mrs.  Rach- 
el Sonnemann  donated  the  free  use  of  this  room  as 
headquarters  for  the  county  chapter.  Mrs.  F.  L.  Rice 
was  chairman  until  January  1918,  when  she  resigned 
and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  C.  F.  Houston.  In  the  above 
mentioned  room,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  various 
branches  throughout  the  county,  and  in  the  homes  of 
the  members,  from  the  organization  of  the  work  till  the 
close  of  the  war  the  women  of  the  county  were  to  be 
found  "doing  their  bit."  This  department  furnished  a 
"comfort  kit"  to  every  soldier  from  the  county.  An 
itemized  report  of  the  work  done  in  this  department  to- 
gether with  the  knitting  department  is  shown  else- 
where. 


The  Knitting  Department 


This  committee,  of  which  Mrs.  H.  H.  Sonnemann 
was  chairman,  began  work  soon  after  the  foregoing 
committee.  An  appeal  for  knitters  was  published  in 
the  county  papers.  The  response  was  immediate  and 
generous.  The  problem  soon  became  not  where  to  find 
knitters,  but  how  to  furnish  sufficient  supplies.  By  No- 
vember there  were  more  than  200  registered  accounts 
at  the  Vandalia  work  room  alone  and  work  was  being 
done  in  nine  of  the  township  branches.  During  its  ex- 
istence this  department  knitted  a  total  of  1081  sweat- 
ers, 630  pairs  of  wristlets,  1,000  pairs  socks,  besides 
the  many  other  articles  knitted.  See  itemized  report. 


Clothing  for  Belgian  Relief 


In  October  1918,  the  National  Commission  for  Bel- 
gian Relief  asked  the  American  Red  Cross  Society  for 
5,000  tons  of  clothing.  Fayette  county  chapter  was 
asked  to  furnish  one  ton  of  clothing  of  all  kinds  for  men, 
women  and  children.  A  committee  consisting  of  Mrs. 
F.  T.  Denny,  Mrs.  Chas.  St.  Pierre  and  Mrs.  Chas.  S. 
Stout  was  appointed  who  had  in  charge  the  gathering 
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aiid  shipping  of  the  clothng.  One  week  after  this  com- 
mittee began  their  work  they  had  collected  and  had 
ready  to  ship  over  a  ton  of  clothng  consisting  in  large 
part  of  garments  almost  new. 


RED  CROSS  NURSES 


Nettie  Hunt 

The  first  nurse  from  Fayette  County  to  see  over- 
seas service  was  Miss  Nettie  Hunt.  When  America  en- 
tered the  war  she  went  to  St.  Louis  and  volunteered  for 
Red  Cross  work.  She  was  there  a  member  of  one  of 
the  first  surgical  dressing  classes  and  was  made  an  in- 
spector for  this  work  at  the  Washington  University 
Medical  School,  also  assisting  in  this  work  in  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  in  the  evenings.  While  engaged  in  this  work  she 
entered  Barnes  Hospital  in  St.  Louis  under  the  Red 
Cross.  After  a  year  in  orthopedic  work  in  this  insti- 
tution she  received  sailing  orders  for  overseas  duties, 
leaving  St.  Louis  in  August  1918.  She  crossed  with  the 
144th  infantry  of  the  Black  Hawk  Division  from  Camp 
Grant,  arriving  in  France  by  the  way  of  England  in 
September. 

On  her  arrival  in  France  she  was  assigned  to  an 
Orthopedic  Hospital  at  Evreux,  France,  a  French  hos- 
pital centre.  After  serving  here  for  some  time  she  was 
sent  to  St.  Briuc  under  the  canteen  service  where  the 
Red  Cross  served  food  to  all  American  troop  trains  and 
returning  refugee  trains. 

The  last  five  months  of  service  in  France  were 
spent  at  the  port  of  Brest  where  the  Red  Cross  cared 
for  all  the  returning  sick  and  wounded  that  passed 
through  the  Red  Cross  infirmary.  Every  attention  pos- 
sible was  given  these  heroes  by  the  Red  Cross  nurses. 
She  was  engaged  at  this  camp  when  the  famous  33rd 
division  embarked  for  home.  It  was  a  part  of  the  work 
of  the  Red  Cross  at  this  place  to  serve  coffee  and  dough- 
nuts to  troops  as  they  passed  through  the  embarkation 
sheds.  Some  days  as  high  as  24,000  soldiers  passed 
through  the  sheds.  They  were  prepared  to  make  4,000 
cups  of  coffee  at  one  time  and  so  could  take  care  of 
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great  numbers. 

Miss  Hunt  sailed  for  home  on  the  Kaiserin  Augusta 
Victoria  with  the  4th  and  7th  Regiments  of  Infantry  of 
the  3rd  division  August  1919.  It  was  the  privilege  of 
Miss  Hunt  while  located  here  at  Brest  to  serve  every 
division  that  left  that  port  except  the  1st  division,  the 
last  to  sail  from  France. 

Miss  Hunt  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Hunt,  a  descendent  of  one  of  the  early 
and  most  prominent  families  of  Fayette  County.  She 
was  born  in  Carson  township  and  after  graduating  from 
the  8th  grade  attended  the  University  at  Valparaiso, 
Indiana.  Since  her  war  service  she  has  been  engaged 
in  assisting  in  every  movement  that  has  been  made  for 
better  health  in  Fayette  County  and  is  the  present 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  nursing  activities  of  Fay- 
ette County. 


Gertrude  E.  Pershing,  R.  N. 

Gertrude  Ebelmesser  Pershing  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  Breeze  Ebelmesser  of  St.  Elmo.  She 
was  born  in  Brownstown  February  15,  1875.  She  re- 
ceived her  education  in  the  Brownstown  schools  and  in 
Denver,  Colo.,  where  she  graduated  from  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  Training  School  for  Nurses  in  the  class  of  1899. 

In  1905  she  met  Capt.  Ward  B.  Pershing,  youngest 
brother  of  General  John  J.  Pershing  to  whom  she  was 
maried  in  June,  1908.  Captain  Pershing  died  in  Den- 
ver in  1909.  Mrs.  Pershing,  after  her  husband's  death, 
went  to  Zamboango,  Philippine  Island  with  General 
and  Mrs.  Penning  and  lived  with  them  there  for  a  few 
months  after  which  she  returned  to  the  United  States 
and  continued  in  her  profession  of  nursing. 

In  1917  she  volunteered  as  a  Red  Cross  Nurse  and 
in  November  went  to  Camp  Pike,  Arkansas.  After  six 
months  of  service  here  she  went  to  the  mobilization 
station  in  New  York  City  to  join  Base  Hospital  No.  29, 
a  Denver  organization,  from  where  she  went  to  London, 
sailing  on  the  Olympic,  the  English  boat  for  which  the 
German  government  was  offering  a  reward  of  two 
million  marks  for  her  capture  on  this  trip.  After  an 
eventful  voyage  England  was  reached  in  safety.  In 
London  Mrs.  Pershing  was  made  Assistant  Chief 
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Nurse  and  had  under  her  care  large  numbers  of  sick 
and  wounded  American  boys  from  the  battle  fields  of 
France.  From  London  she  was  sent  to  Havre,  France 
and  from  there  to  Paris  and  later  to  Evacuation  Hos- 
pital No.  1  near  Toul.  She  returned  to  the  United 
States  in  March  1919,  because  of  illness  and  was  re- 
leased from  service  April  21,  1919. 

Since  her  release  from  United  States  service  Mrs. 
Pershing  has  held  a  responsible  position  with  the  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  Association  of  Denver. 


Edith  L.  Hausmann,  R.  N. 

Edith  L.  Hausmann,  the  daughter  of  Charles  F. 
and  Minnie  C.  Hausmann,  of  Vandalia,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Vandalia  where  she  attended  the  Vandalia 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  Vandalia  High  School. 
She  graduated  from  the  Passavant  Hospital  Training 
School  for  Nurses  at  Chicago,  in  the  class  of  1917.  En- 
tered the  service  in  the  Army  Nursing  Corps  July  11, 
1918,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  Embarkation 
Hospital  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.  Miss  Hausmann  served  at 
Hoboken  throughout  the  fatal  epidemic  of  Influenza 
which  raged  so  furiously  in  this  camp. 

She  was  released  from  service  July  16,  1919,  and 
since  that  date  has  practiced  her  profession  in  Colorado 
and  in  Chicago. 


Grace  Dieckmann,  R.  N. 

Grace  Dieckmann  is  the  daughter  of  Geo.  E.  and 
Anna  Dieckmanii,  of  Vandalia.  When  but  a  little  child 
she  had  the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  her  tender  and  de- 
voted mother,  but  a  few  years  later  there  came  into 
their  home  another  who  soon  became  all  that  a  mother 
could  be  and  under  whose  love  and  care  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  She  was  educated  in  the  Vandalia  schools 
and  graduated  from  the  Vandalia  High  School.  After 
completing  her  High  School  course  she  entered  the 
Training  School  for  Nurses  at  Passavant  Hospital,  Chi- 
cago, and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1917,  in  the  same 
class  with  Miss'  Edith  Hausmann.  She  entered  the 
United  States  Army  Nursing  Corps  September  21,  1918, 
and  was  sent  to  U.  S.  A.  Embarkation  Hospital  No.  1, 
at  Hoboken,  N.  J.  While  here  she  contracted  Influenza 
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and  later  diphtheria  and  came  near  losing  her  life.  Miss 
Edith  Hausmann  who  was  situated  at  the  same  hospital 
nursed  her  back  to  health.  She  was  released  from  serv- 
ice July  26,  1919,  since  which  time  she  has  practiced 
her  profession  in  Chicago. 


Mary  B.  Metzger,  R.  N. 

Mary  B.  Metzger,  the  daughter  of  John  U.  and 
Helena  Metzger  of  Vandalia,  was  born  at  Shobonier, 
111.,  where  the  early  part  of  her  life  was  spent.  After 
completing  the  course  in  the  Shobonier  schools  she  at- 
tended Lewis  Institute,  Chicago,  and  later  entered  the 
Training  School  for  Nurses  at  the  Baptist  Hospital  of 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  from  which  she  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1911.  She  entered  the  United  States  serv- 
ice in  the  Reserve  Nursing  Corps  Oct.  19,  1918,  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  Camp  Custer,  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan.  She  was  later  transferred  to  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan, to  the  United  States  General  Hospital  No.  36. 
She  received  her  discharge  from  the  service  May  19, 
1919,  and  has  since  that  time  engaged  in  nursing  in 
Vandalia. 


Mary  A.  Buzzard,  R.  N. 

Mary  A.  Buzzard,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Julian  Buzzard  was  born  at  Holliday,  Illinois,  March 
5,  1892.  She  received  her  education  in  the  schools  of 
Fayette  county  and  graduated  as  a  nurse  from  Cen- 
tenary Hospital,  St.  Louis.  She  did  private  nursing 
until  August  1916,  when  she  entered  the  United  States 
Army  nursing  service  during  the  Mexican  border  trou- 
ble. She  was  stationed  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  until 
June  1917,  when  she  was  transferred  to  Walter  Reed 
Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C.,  October  1917.  She  was 
sent  to  Ellis  Island,  N.  Y.,  to  await  transportation  and 
sailed  a  month  later.  Landing  at  Liverpool  she  was 
sent  immediately  to  Paris  where  she  was  stationed  for 
two  months.  In  January  1918,  she  was  transferred  to 
Neufchateau  in  the  Toul  sector  where  she  served  until 
January  1919.  Being  ordered  to  the  coast  to  await 
transportation  home,  a  month  was  spent  at  La  Baule. 
She  sailed  in  February  from  St.  Nazaire  and  landed  in 
New  York.  She  was  stationed  at  a  Base  Hospital  in 
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Brooklyn  until  it  was  closed  and  then  transferred  to 
the  Tuberculosis  Hospital  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  serv- 
ing here  until  the  time  of  her  discharge,  August  1919. 


Gertrude  Chapman 

The  longest  period  of  service  of  any  Fayette  Coun- 
ty woman  was  that  of  Miss  Gertrude  Chapman,  of  Van- 
dalia.  Entering  the  United  States  Service  soon  after 
America's  entry  into  the  war,  her's  was  a  varied  and 
oftentimes  thrilling  service.  A  condensed  record  of 
her  services  follows: 

Soon  after  entering  the  services  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  Miss  Chapman  was  sent  overseas  in  April 
1918,  as  secretary-stenographer  in  Home  and  /Hos- 
pital Bureau,  Paris  Headquarters.  The  purpose  of 
that  Bureau  was  to  relieve  as  much  as  possible  the 
anxiety  of  the  folks  at  home  and  of  the  soldiers  abroad. 
Information  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  soldiers  was  col- 
lected by  American  Red  Cross  workers  abroad  and 
transmitted  (through  the  Washington  Office)  to  their 
inquiring  relatives  or  friends. 

Assisted  in  Emergency  Refugee  Service  at  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross  Canteen,  Gare  d'lvry;  worked  as 
Nurse's  Aide  at  American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital 
No.  1,  Neuilly.  The  refugees  were  the  French  whose 
homes  were  destroyed  and  who  were  fleeing  before 
the  advance  of  the  Germans. 

From  September  1918  to  January  1919,  American 
Red  Cross  Canteen  work  for  the  injured  at  Field  Hos- 
pital No.  41  and  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  11  near  Sor- 
cy  on  the  St.  Mihiel  front,  and  at  Evacuation  Hospital 
No.  10  near  Froidos  on  the  Verdun  front. 

January  1,  1919,  assigned  to  Staff  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  Commission  to  the  Balkan  States  as  Secre- 
tary to  Director  of  Nursing  Service.  Staff  Headquar- 
ters were  temporarily  in  Rome,  and  Commissions  were 
sent  to  Greece,  Serbia,  Montenegro,  Albania,  and  Rou- 
mania,  where  civilian  and  medical  relief  work  was  car- 
ried on.  Was  ip  the  Balkans  fifteen  months. 

April  1920,  assigned  to  Paris  Headquarters  as  Sec- 
retary to  Director  of  Nursing  Service  in  Europe. 

November  1921,  returned  to  U.  S.  A.  Continuous 
service  of  over  three  and  a  half  years. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 


When  the  young  manhood  of  America  was  trans- 
formed from  a  constructive,  active  force  to  a  great 
destructive  war  machine,  not  the  least  of  America's 
problems  was  how  to  best  care  for  our  young  men  in 
the  military  service.  Life  for  most  of  these  had  been 
turned  topsy  turvy.  Old  haunts,  old  habits,  old  friends 
had  been  left  behind  and  many  social  influences  and 
restraints  had  ceased  to  operate.  Some  substitute  if 
possible  for  the  old  life  must  be  found  and  the  break 
between  the  old  life  and  the  new  soldier  life  must  be 
carefully  and  securely  bridged. 

In  this  emergency  America  turned  to  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  as  the  only  organization 
properly  organized  and  suited  to  undertake  this  task. 

Upon  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  therefore  fell  that  great  duty 
of  protecting  the  young  man  from  himself  and  from 
ruinous  social  conditions;  for  the  bullets  of  the  ene- 
mies are  not  always  the  greatest  danger  a  soldier  must 
confront.  Evil  associates  and  bad  surroundings  may  be 
a  vastly  greater  menace  to  the  soldier  individually,  and 
a  far  greater  demoralizing  force  for  an  army.  Exper- 
ience had  taught  that  these  dangers  could  best  be 
guarded  against  by  giving  the  boys  clean,  wholesome 
amusements  and  entertainment.  It  was  the  high  pur- 
pose of  this  organization  to  so  influence  the  boys  in 
service  that  they  would  either  die  clean  or  come  back 
straight  and  sound. 

This  work  could  not  be  carried  on  without  the 
services  of  the  people  at  home.  When  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
assumed  the  immense  responsibility  of  caring  for  our 
boys  it  was  evident  that  all  must  share  in  the  work. 
The  first  national  campaign  for  funds  for  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
war  work  was  staged  for  the  week  of  Nov.  llth  to 
18th,  1917,  and  the  goal  set  at  Thirty-five  Million  Dol- 
lars. Of  this  amount  Fayette  County's  quota  was  Four 
Thousand  Dollars.  Neither  the  national  quota  nor  that 
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of  our  County  was  raised  in  the  allotted  time  of  one 
week. 

The  National  quota  was  reached  later  but  Fayette 
County  failed  to  reach  the  allotted  sum  in  this  first  ap- 
peal, although  it  approached  to  it.  Failure  was  not 
due  to  lack  of  efforts  nor  of  organization.  It  was  due 
wholly  to  a  failure  on  the  part  of  our  people  to  grasp 
at  this  early  period  in  the  war  the  immensity  of  the 
undertaking  and  the  necessity  for  sacrifice  on  the  part 
of  all.  Whatever  stigma  may  have  been  incurred  how- 
ever in  this  first  attempt  was  forever  erased  by  the  mag- 
nificent showing  in  "The  United  War  Chest"  drive  a 
year  later.  In  fact  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  record  of  Fayette 
County  is  an  enviable  one  both  in  the  service  rendered 
with  the  flag  by  Fayette  County  men  and  in  the  funds 
raised  for  war  work.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given 
the  County  Chairman  of  this  organization,  Dr.  A.  L. 
T.  Williams  of  Vandalia,  who  labored  untiringly,  car- 
ing for  the  many  details  of  the  work  even  when  his  own 
work  as  a  physician  required  almost  superhuman  ef- 
fort during  the  great  epidemic  of  Spanish  influenza.  He 
was  ably  assisted  by  the  Captains  of  the  various  town- 
ship organizations. 

The  total  amount  raised  by  Fayette  County  in  this 
first  campaign  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  War  fund  was 
$3248.25.  It  is  impossible  to  give  an  itemized  report 
accrediting  to  the  various  townships  the  sum  raised  in 
each  for  the  reason  that  in  the  later  part  of  the  cam- 
paign various  means  were  used  throughout  the  Coun- 
ty such  as  Pie  Socals,  Auction  sales  and  the  like  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  turned  directly  into  the  Coun- 
ty organization's  treasurer.  Following  is  a  list  of  town- 
ship captains: 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Captains 

Avena — T.  F.  Heckert  St.  Elmo 

Bowling    Green — W.    D.    Whittington  -  -  Herrick 

Bear    Grove — Chas.    Atwood  -  Vandalia 

Carson — Jack  Wright  -  Ramsey 

Hurricane — John  Bingham  -  Bingham 

Kaskaskia — C.    J.'  Metzger  -  -  Shobonier 

LaClede — R.  H.  Soldner  -  Farina 

Lone  Grove — Henry  Bahde  St.  Peter 

William  T.  Gluesenkamp  -  -  St.  Peter 

Loudon — Eugene    Kuffle  ...  Altamont 
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Otego — M.  J.  Griffith                       ...  Brownstown 

Pope — W.  M.  Jones              -  Vernon 

Ramsey — H.  L.  Haynes          -  Ramsey 

Sharon — D.  O.  Randall             -  Ramsey 

Seminary — J.    M.    Eakin              ...  Vandalia 

Sefton — D.  M.  Diveley        -  Brownstown 

Sid  Vance             ....  Brownstown 

Vandalia — F.   T.  Denny              -              -  Vandalia 

Wheatland — Silas  McMillan             -             -  St.  James 

Wilberton — O.  L.   Brown                                          •*  Vandalia 


Thomas  F.   Heckert 

When  America  became  involved  in  the  World 
War  and  called  for  volunteer  service  from  her  citizens, 
Thomas  F.  Heckert  of  St.  Elmo  was  ready  to  do  his 
part  as  his  father  before  him  had  been  in  1861.  The 
first  work  assigned  him  was  the  raising  of  money  in  the 
various  drives  for  mercy  funds. 

When  the  draft  came  Mr.  Heckert  was  made  one 
of  the  registrars  of  his  township.  It  was  while  en- 
gaged in  this  service  that  he  felt  the  call  to  service 
since  he  had  no  sons  to  send,  and  therefore  volunteered 
for  ovrseas  service.  The  army  refused  to  accept  him 
because  of  his  age  but  he  was  not  deterred  in  this  first 
rebuff  and  promptly  offered  his  service  to  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  This  organization  also  at  first  refused  him  be- 
cause of  his  age  but  later  accepted  him  for  overseas 
duty. 

On  October  2,  1918,  he  sailed  from  New  York  and 
left  Quebec  twelve  days  later.  Mr.  Heckert  served  on 
the  voyage  over  as  transport  secretary. 

Tillsbury  Dock,  England,  was  reached  on  October 
26th  at  6  P.  M.,  and  headquarters  at  London  a  few 
hours  later.  At  this  place  he  received  an  assignment 
as  accountant  and  since  all  money  was  English  coin, 
had  many  interesting  experiences  until  he  became  ac- 
customed to  the  values  of  the  various  coins.  A  little 
later  a  call  came  for  an  educational  secretary  and  re- 
calling his  experiences  as  a  school  teacher,  he  asked 
that  he  might  have  the  assignment.  The  request  was 
granted  and  he  was  ordered  to  Winchester,  England. 

The  next  assignment  was  with  the  Navy  at  Cardiff, 
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Wales.  This  was  one  of  the  largest  supply  bases  over- 
seas. In  May  1919,  he  was  again  transferred  to  the 
head  office  at  London  where  he  remained  until  the 
work  there  was  finished.  Being  given  his  choice  of 
continuing  in  the  service  with  the  probability  of  be- 
ing sent  to  the  Orkney  Islands,  being  sent  to  France,  or 
home,  he  chose  the  last  and  started  homeward  a  few 
days  later.  He  arrived  in  New  York,  June  9th,  1919. 


Jesse  L.  Lakin 

Jesse  L.  Lakin  was  born  in  Christian  County,  111., 
August  18,  1876,  moved  to  Vandalia  with  his  parents 
March,  1893.  After  attending  public  school  in  this 
city  for  some  three  years  he  joined  his  father  and  bro- 
ther in  the  publishing  business,  editing  the  Vandalia 
Union.  Upon  the  urgent  call  for  men  to  enlist  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  he  responded  and  was  notified  of  his 
acceptance  on  June  1,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  San  An- 
tonio, Tex.,  for  three  weeks'  intensive  training,  return- 
ing to  Vandalia  July  5th. 

It  wasn't  until  October  31st  that  Mr.  Lakin  was 
finally  called  to  New  York,  where  he  spent  fifteen  days 
at  Columbia  University  in  preparing  for  overseas  work. 

Sailing  from  New  York  with  about  250  other  "Y" 
workers  November  15th,  he  landed  at  Liverpool  No- 
vember 20th,  and  was  sent  to  a  rest  camp  at  South 
Hampton,  England,  crossed  the  English  Channel  to 
Le  Havre,  France,  November  28th,  and  was  sent  to 
Rest  Camp  No.  2  for  five  days,  landing  at  Paris,  De- 
cember 2nd,  where  they  were  given  final  instructions 
in  "Y"  work. 

Was  ordered  to  report  to  Division  Secretary  at 
Chaumont  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  General  Per- 
shing's  headquarters.  At  Chaumont  he  was  assigned 
as  Hut  Secretary  at  Vaudremont  with  the  77th  New 
York  Regiment.  On  February  10th  the  77th  Regiment 
left  for  Bordeaux  on  their  homeward  journey  and  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Cinema  Department  with  head- 
quarters at  Chaumont.  The  Cinema  Department  at 
Chaumont  covered  all  of  the  area  of  the  First,  Second 
and  Third  Armies  and  gave  the  "Y"  members  of  the  de- 
partment a  great  opportunity  to  study  the  custons  of 
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the  French,  Belgian  and  German  people. 

During  the  months  of  June  and  July  large  numbers 
of  the  soldiers  were  returned  to  the  United  States  and 
as  the  necessity  for  "Y"  work  decreased  Mr.  Lakin, 
feeling  that  he  had  done  all  he  could  for  his  country, 
asked  to  be  released,  which  request  was  granted.  He 
returned  to  the  United  States  late  in  July,  landing  at 
Philadelphia  August  1,  1919  and  was  released  from 
service  the  next  day. 


Arthur  Webb 

Arthur  Webb  of  Vandalia,  the  son  of  Judge  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Webb,  made  application  for  service  overseas 
in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  the  same  time  that  Jess  Lakin  ap- 
plied. He  was  accepted  for  service  and  was  notified 
to  report  for  duty  at  New  York  July  1,  1918.  At  the 
time  of  his  leaving  for  service  Mr.  Webb  was  electrician 
for  the  Ford  Roofing  Products  Co.  Previously  he  had 
been  the  city  electrician  of  Vandalia.  On  August  8th 
he  sailed  for  overseas.  Before  sailing  he  was  appointed 
business  manager  for  the  party  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  men 
going  over,  150  in  umber,  and  had  charge  of  the  party 
until  they  were  assigned  after  landing.  The  party  went 
first  to  London  and  a  little  later  Mr.  Webb  was  sent  on 
to  France  where  he  was  assigned  to  the  construction 
department  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  placed  in  charge 
of  a  number  of  French  mechanics  installing  Delco 
lighting  plants  and  wiring  huts  for  electric  lights  and 
moving  pictures.  Throughout  his  service  in  France 
Mr.  Webb  was  connected  with  the  cinema  work  of 
the  "Y"  and  traveled  extensively  in  this  work  over  war- 
ridden  France.  After  an  absence  of  eleven  months  he 
sailed  for  home  August  15,  1919.  A  little  daughter  who 
had  arrived  at  his  home  during  his  absence  was  among 
the  many  who  welcomed  him  home. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  DEFENSE. 


The  Illinois  State  Council  of  Defense  was  created 
by  the  legislature  to  meet  the  need  of  a  properly  con- 
stituted and  authorized  body  to  co-operate  with  the 
national  war  council.  A  bill  providing  for  this  body 
was  introduced  simultaneously  in  the  House  and  Sen- 
ate, in  the  House  by  Representative  Davis  and  in  the 
Senate  by  Senator  Trumbaugh,  April  19,  1917.  The 
state  organization  consisted  of  fifteen  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  who  served  during  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war.  Authority  was  given  by  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  organization  of  a  branch  in  each 
county  of  the  state. 

In  March,  1918,  an  organizer  from  the  state  or- 
ganization came  to  Vandalia  and  a  county  organization 
was  effected.  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  Wm.  M. 
Farmer  was  elected  chairman  and  R.  C.  Mahon  secre- 
tary. The  Council  of  Defense  was  the  official  war 
bureau  of  the  county  and  had  vested  in  it  the  official 
preparation  of  the  county  for  war  as  well  as  the  direct 
supervision  of  all  war-working  organizations  of  the 
county.  Various  committees  were  appointed,  all  of 
whom  performed  noteworthy  services.  The  com- 
mittees with  their  chairmen  follow : 

Auxiliary  Committee  -  Geo.  L.  Hausmann,  Vandalia 
Food  Production  -  -  O.  E.  McCormick,  St.  James 
Federal  Fuel  Administrator  -  C.  A.  Evans,  Vandalia 
Finance  Committee  -  -  C.  F.  Easterday,  Vandalia 
Four  Minute  Men  -  -  N.  C.  Gochenour,  Vandalia 
Liberty  Loan  Committee  -  C.  F.  Easterday,  Vandalia 
Legal  Advisory  Board  G.  H.  Couchman,  Vandalia 

Farm  Labor  -  Joseph  Oldfield,  Vandalia 

Neighborhood  Committee  -  Frank  C.  Eckard,  Vandalia 
Publicity  Committee  Ira  D.  Lakin,  Vandalia 

Red    Cross  F.    E.    Crawford,    Vandalia 

Boys'  Working  Reserve         -         W.  P.  Welker,  Vendalia 
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U.  S.  Food  Administration  -  Judge  J.  H.  Webb,  Vandalia 
War  Savings  Stamps  -  Prof  .0.  C.  Bailey,  Vandalia 
Women's  Committee  -  Mrs.  F.  C.  Humphrey,  Vandalia 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  -  -  -  A.  L.  T.  Williams,  Vandalia 


Fayette  County  Neighborhood  Committee 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  Centers 

Chm.  Frank  C.  Eckard,  Banker  -  Vandalia 

Secretary  Fred  A.  Meyers,  Attorney  -  -         Vandalia 

H.  M.  Casey,  County  Treasurer  -       Creighton  Town  School 

D.  E.  Baker,  Farmer         -  -  Bingham 

C.  L.  Edwards,  Supt.  of  Schools  -  -         Ramsey 
Tim  Turner,  Farmer           -                 -  Hanson 
Robt.  Hunt,  Jr,  Stock  Dealer    -    Union  School,  Carson  Township 

D.  F.  Burrus,  Farmer      -     Town  House,  Bowling  Green  Township 
S.  M.  Dial,  Teacher  -         Wright  School,  Loudon  Township 
Julian  Buzzard,  Farmer  -  Buzzard 
Fletcher  McDonald,  Farmer            ...           Oak  Grove 
John  Darnell,  Supervisor             -             -             Buchanan  School 
G.  W.  Pridmore,  Merchant             -  Farina 

E.  E.  Richardson  ....  Farina 
D.  S.  Thoman,  Farmer               ...  Vera 
D.  O.  Randall,  Farmer        -        -        Union  Hall,  Sharon  Township 
J.  F.  Dunham,  Farmer                ...         Hagarstown 
A.  C.  Fogler,  Retired               -                                               St.  Elmo 
C.  F.  Workman,  Merchant            ...          Brownstown 
Colby  Williams,  Farmer          ...             Chickenfoot 
Adam  Stein,  Jr.,  Farmer                                                        St.  James 
Wm.  Hans,  Farmer               -                                                  Pittsburg 
John  Farmer,  Farmer             -             -             Mound  Chapel  Church 
C.  J.   Metzger,  Merchant                    -                 -                Shobonier 
Rev.    Schwagmeyer,   Minister                -                -                St.    Paul 
Henry  Bahde,  Farmer               ...               St.  Peter 
W.  S.  Ervin,  Stock  Dealer          ...          Loogootee 
Herbert  Sonnemann,  Lumber  Dealer            -            -          Vandalia 


COMMUNITY  CENTERS  P.  O.  Address 

Craigtown   School   House,   Hurricane   Township 

Chm.  H.  M.  Casey,  County  Treasurer  Bingham  R.  F.  D. 

Luther  Lovelace,  Farmer          -  -  Bingham  R.  F.  D. 

Bert  Hamblin,  Farmer  ...  Ramsey 


Fapette  County  *s  Representatives  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

(See  Panes  104—106) 


ARTHUR  M.  WEBB  THOMAS  F.  HECKERT  JESSE  L.  LAKIN 
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Bingham,   Hurricane   Township 

Chm.  D.  E.  Baker,  Farmer  Bayle   City 

E.  C.  Fitzgerald,  Merchant                                   -  Bingham 

Wm.  Hicks,  Barber                               -               -  Bingham 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Shelton,  Housewife               -               -  Bingham 

Wm.   Isbell,   Farmer                                                 -  Fillmore 

Hanson,   Ramsey   Township 

Chm.  Tim  Turner,  Farmer                              -               -  Ramsey 

Lawrence  Stokes,  Farmer               -  Ramsey 

Jess  Bartlett,  Farmer               -  Ramsey 

Matt   Brown,   Farmer                -  Ramsey 

John  E.  Morrison,  Farmer             -  Ramsey 

Ramsey,    Ramsey   Township 

Chm.  C.  L.  Edwards,  Supt.  of  Schools           -             -  Ramsey 

H.  L.  Haynes,  Banker                                -               -  Ramsey 

James   Hunt,   Banker                                -  Ramsey 

A.  L.  Whitten,  Merchant             -  Ramsey 

Jos.  Easterday,  Banker               -  Ramsey 

L.  C.  Thiele,  Merchant             -               «               -  Ramsey 

Pat  Cahill,  Farmer               -  Ramsey 

Oscar  Sharp,  Merchant               -  Ramsey 

Union   School,  Carson   Township 

Chm.  Robert  Hunt,  Jr.,  Live  Stock  Dealer       -     Rasey,  R.  F.  D. 

J.   C.   Wright,   Farmer              -  Ramsey 

R.  B.  Trueblood,  Farmer               -  Ramsey 

Geo.  Blankenship,  Farmer               ...  Ramsey 

Chas.  Depew,  Farmer               -  Ramsey 

Town  House,   Bowling  Green   Township 

Chm.  D.  F.  Burrus,  Farmer            -                              -  Herrick 

William  Beck,  Merchant               -  Herrick 

W.  D.  Whittington,  Farmer               -  Herrick 

C.  T.  Nance,  Farmer               -  Cowden 

J.  M.  D.  Frailey,  Farmer              ...  Herrick 

Wright's    Schoolhouse,    Loudon    Township 
Chm.  S.  M.  Dial,  Teacher  ... 


L.  J.  Wood,  Farmer 
John  Holman,  Farmer 
Charles   Tish,   Farmer 
Eugene  Kuffel,  Farmer 
M.  Watson,  Farmer 


Avena 
Beecher  City 
Beecher  City 

Avena 
Altamont 

Avena 
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Buzzard,   Loudon    Township 

Chm.  Julian  Buzzard,  Farmer           -               -  Beecher  City 

0.  B.  Buzzard,  Farmer  Beecher  City 

1.  D.   Workman,  Farmer  Beecher   City 
R.  P.  K.  Wills,  Farmer           ...  Beecher  City 
Oscar  Dayhuff,  Farmer           -  Beecher  City 

Oak    Grove,    Sefton   Township 

Chm.  Fletcher  MacDonald,  Farmer        -             -  Brownstown 

Marvin  Diveley,  Farmer             -  Brownstown 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Parr,  Farmer                                 -  Brownstown 

Isaac  Jones,  Farmer               -                               -  Brownstown 

W.  C.  Dycus,  Farmer                              -               -  Brownstown 

Buchanan   School,   Sefton   Township 

Chm.  John  Darnell,  Supervisor             -             -  Brownstown 

S.  B.  Vance,  Farmer               -                               -  Brownstown 

W.  T.  Wilson,  Farmer  Brownstown 

James  Owen,  Farmer                -  Brownstown 

Joseph  Sefton,  Farmer                          -                 -  Brownstown 

LaClede,   LaClede  Township 

Chm.  Charles  Young,  Farmer  LaClede 

H.   R.  Fields,  Farmer                ...  LaClede 

Dr.  G.  W.  Pridmore,  Doctor                           -  LaClede 

W.  F.  Lloyd,  Merchant                         -            -  LaClede 

John  Like,  Farmer                          -  Farina 

Farina,    LaClede   Township 

Chm.  E.  E.  Richardson  Farina 

R.  H.  Soldner,  Merchant  Farina 

J.  L.  Dunbar,  Supt.   of  Schools  Farina 

Emil   Grant,   Farmer  Farina 

C.  E.  Schmidt,  Postmaster  Farina 

Vera,   Sharon   Township 

Chm.  D.  S.  Thoman,  Farmer  Vera 

D.  H.  Sproul,  grain  Dealer  Vera 
P.  F.  Hoffman,  Merchant  Vera 
N.   B.   Jinnett,   Merchant  Vera 
A.  M.  Alderson,  Farmer  Vera 
Albert  Green,   Merchant                -               -  Vera 

Union    Hall,    Sharon    Township 

Chm.  D.  O.  Randall,  Farmer  Ramsey 

Andy  Neathery,  Farmer  Vandalia 

Albert  Meyers,  Farmer  Bingham 

Geo.  C.  Mattes,  Farmer               -  Vandalia 

Chas.  G.  Thoman,  Farmer               -  Vandalia 
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St.   Elmo,  Avena  Township 

Chm.  A.  C.  Fogler,  Retired  St.  Elmo 

Thos.  F.  Heckert,  Real  Estate  St.  Elmo 

Robert  Flowers,  News  Agent  St*.  Elmo 

L.  A.  Leach,  Farmer  St.  Elmo 

E.  B.  Pribble,  Doctor  -               -               St.  Elmo 

J.  C.  Buzzard,  Farmer  -                              Altamont 

Hagarstown,   Bear  Grove   Township 


Chm.  J.  H.  Dunham,  Farmer 

F.  L.  McWilliams,  Farmer 

J.  W.  Riley,  Farmer 

Robert  Weidner,  Dairyman  - 

A.  H.  Goodson,  Supervisor 

Brownstown,    Otego    Township 

Chm.  C.  F.  Workman,  Merchant 
T.  S.  Washburn,  Stock  Raiser 
W.  F.  Peterson,  Postmaster         - 

B.  B.  Brown,  Undertaker  - 

D.  O.  Pilcher,  Merchant 

M.  J.  Rine,  Farmer  - 

Chickenfoot,  Otego  Township 

Chm.  Colby  Williams,  Merchant 

Selby  Guffy,  Farmer 

Andy  Hamilton,  Farmer  -       , 

Harvey  Williams,  Farmer 

Frank  Peters,  Farmer 

St.  James,  Wheatland  Township 

Chm.  Adam  Stein,  Jr.,  Farmer 

Verne   Hamilton,   Clerk-Merchant 

William  J.  Lovett,  Farmer 

August  Yakel,  Supervisor 

Henry  Schwarm,  Jr.,  Postmaster-Merchant 

Pittsburg,  Seminary  Township 
Chm.  William  Hans,  Farmer 

E.  J.  Crowell,  Farmer 
J.  M.  Eakin,  Farmer 
John  Hopkins,  Farmer 

George   VanHorn,   Farmer  -  — 

T.   J.   Stevenson,   Farmer 


Vandalia 

Vandalia 

Mulberry  Grove 

Hagarstown 

Vandalia 


Brownstown 
Brownstown 
Brownstown 
Brownstown 
Brownstown 
Brownstown 


Brownstown 
Brownstown 
Brownstown 
Brownstown 
Brownstown 


St.  James 

St.   James 

-St.  James 

St.  James 

St.  James 


Vandalia 
Vandalia 
Vandalia 
Vandalia 
Vandalia 
Vandalia 
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Mound   Chapel   Church,   Pope   Township 

Chm.  John  Farmer,  Farmer                  -  Patoka 

W.  M.  Jones,  Farmer           -  Patoka 

William  Williams,  Farmer             ...  Patoka 

John   Baxter,   Farmer                ...  Vernon 

Lee   Bonnell,   Farmer                -  Vernon 

Shobonier,   Kaskaskia   Township 

Chm.   C.   J.   Metzger,   Merchant              -              -  Shobonier 

D.  M.  Cowger,  Farmer             -  Shobonier 

Henry  Heckethorn,  Farmer                -               *  "  Shobonier 

J.  C.  Lloyd,  Station  Agent             -  Shobonier 

Leonard  Oglesby,  Farmer              -  Shobonier 

St.  Paul,  Wilberton  Township 

Chm.  Rev.  Schwagmeyer,  Minister             -            -  Shobonier 

J.  C.  Torbeck,  Supervisor             -  Shobonier 

John  H.  Boye,  Merchant             -             -  Shobonier 

Henry  Meseke,  Farmer              -                          •    -  Shobonier 

0.  L.  Brown,  Farmer           -  Vandalia 

St.  Peter,  Lone  Grove  Township 

Chm.  Henry  Bahde,  Farmer                                      -  St.  Peter 

John  Kruse,  Merchant             -            -  St.  Peter 

Henry  Gerkin,  Merchant  St.   Peter 

Adolph  Ambuehl,  Farmer  St.  Peter 

Wm.  Gluesenkamp,  Banker             -             -             -  St.  Peter 

New   Loogootec,    Lone   Grove    Township 

Chm.  W.  .S  Ervin,  Banker             -  Loogootee 

Floyd  Bullington,  Merchant             -  Loogootee 

Frank   Schwarm,    Stock   Dealer  Loogootee 

M.  L.  Lansford,  Supervisor  St.  Peter 

W.  H.  Gray,  Farmer             -                                       -  Loogootee 

Vandalia,    Vandalia   Township 

Chm.   Herbert  H.   Sonnemann                -                -  Vandalia 

Will  P.  Welker                              -              -  Vandalia 

F.  E.  Crawford               -                               -  Vandalia 

Arthur  Roe                -  Vandalia 

John  Bingham               -  Vandalia 


The  Finance  Committee 


The  work  of  this  committee,  of  which  Mr.  C.  F. 
Easterday  was  chairman,  may  be  best  told  and  their 
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methods  illustrated  by  giving  an  incident  of  the  first 
Bed  Cross  drive.  In  this  drive,  the  first  of  its  kind  ever 
put  on  in  the  county,  the  quota  of  $7,000.00  was  as- 
signed the  county.  The  amount  seemed  staggering  at 
first  thought.  No  attempt  to  raise  such  a  sum  for  any 
charitable  purpose  had  ever  been  undertaken.  The 
committee  spent  a  week  in  consultation  before  the  vi- 
sion came.  Then  a  plan  was  agreed  upon.  With  a 
knowledge  of  the  ability  of  men  in  the  county  to  give, 
a  tentative  quota  was  assigned  to  a  number  of  men  01 
financial  ability  throughout  the  county.  Various  com- 
mittees were  sent  out  to  the  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
ty. The  following  incident  will  illustrate  the  methods 
used,  the  committees  co-operating  with  the  neighbor- 
hood committee  and  the  Four  Minute  Men.  The  com- 
mittee arrived  at  Bingham,  secured  the  assistance  of 
the  leading  citizen,  rang  the  church  bell,  sent  out  the 
word  broadcast  over  the  community  that  a  public  meet- 
ing was  to  be  held  in  the  church  and  the  presence  of 
all  was  desired  immediately.  The  response  was  in- 
spiring. The  people  soon  filled  the  church.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  meeting  was  explained  and  a  subscription 
of  over  $700  was  there  raised.  Similar  and  varied 
prompt  action  was  taken  throughout  the  county.  The 
result  was  that  the  county's  quota  was  more  than  doub- 
led in  this  first  effort.  This  gave  the  committee  the 
vision  that  resulted  in  the  successful  raising  of  every 
quota  assigned  thereafter. 

In  the  big  War  Chest  Drive  for  $40,000  quotas 
were  assigned  to  each  school  district  based  on  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  property  as  shown  by  county 
records.  The  districts  of  each  township  were  then  or- 
ganized into  a  township  organization.  A  certain  day 
was  set  on  which  all  pledges  throughout  the  county 
were  to  be  made.  Methods  applied  in  the  diff  cent  town- 
ships differed.  We  will  illustrate  the  method  used  in 
one  as  giving  approximately  the  system  used  in  all. 

Wheatland  township  has  nine  school  dstricts. 
Vernie  Hamilton  ^was  chairman  of  the  township.  All 
school  directors— twenty-seven — were  notified  by  him 
to  meet  at  St.  James,  and  all  were  present.  The  coun- 
ty chairman  met  these  directors  notifying  them  of  the 
quota  assigned  their  respective  districts  and  had  them 
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(1)  write  the  names  of  individuals  in  the  district  who. 
should  be  asked  to  give;  (2)  apportion  the  quota  of 
the  district  to  these  individuals  according  to  their  best 
judgment;  (3)  to  go  out  Thursday  and  secure  the 
pledges;  this  being  on  Tuesday  evening.  By  nine 
o'clock  the  next  morning  two  committees  telephoned 
the  county  chairman  that  they  had  raised  the  quota 
for  their  districts.  Every  school  district  in  the  county 
raised  its  full  quota  and  the  sum  of  $47,000.00  instead 
of  the  $40,000.00  was  raised  which  enabled  the  coun- 
ty to  meet  all  demands  for  causes  of  mercy  until  the 
end  of  the  war. 


The  Four  Minute  Men 


The  Four  Minute  Men  Organization  of  Fayette 
County,  under  the  leadership  of  N.  C.  Gochenour,  coun- 
ty chairman,  rendered  most  valuable  service  through- 
out the  war.  The  county  organization  worked  in  har- 
mony with  the  Council  of  Defense  and  the  various  war 
work  organizations  and  also  with  the  National  Organ- 
ization of  Four  Minute  Men.  In  the  various  campaigns 
for  raising  of  Red  Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  other  mercy 
funds  and  in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  they  made  ad- 
dresses throughout  the  county  at  public  gatherings  in 
churches,  school  houses  and  theaters.  This  organiza- 
tion constituted  the  speakers  bureau  for  all  war  work. 
They  had  a  sufficient  number  of  men  properly  dis- 
tributed over  the  county  to  supply  every  public  meet- 
ing called  to  bring  the  Government's  message  to  the 
people  on  a  few  hours  notice,  and  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Neighborhood  Committee  were  prepared  to 
have  an  audience  to  speak  to.  As  constituted  at  the 
time  of  organization  this  committee  consisted  of  the 
following  speakers: 

N.  C.  Gochenour,  Chairman 
Rev.  C-  D.  Shumard  G.  H.  Couchman 

F.  E.  Crawford  Rev.  J.  L.  McCracken 
J.  J.   Bullington  Rev.  R.  L.  Brown 

G.  A.  A.  Dieckmann  Rev.  S.  B.  Murray 
Rev.   J.  W.   Ramsey  John  Matheny 

W.  P.  Welker  Don  Connor 
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J.  A.  Bingham  '  Rev.  O.  R.  Nelson 

J.  G.   Burnside  J.   J.   Brown 

F.  M.  Guinn  Arthur  Roe 

Wm.  M.  Farmer  Jos.  C.  Burtschi 

Rev.  E.  T,  Carroll  Wm.  Jones 


Legal  Advisory  Board 


The  proper  filling  out  of  the  questionnaires  by  reg- 
istrants being  a  somewhat  complicated  task  Legal  Ad- 
visory Boards  were  appointed  throughout  the  country 
to  assist  in  this  to  insure  justice  to  both  the  registrant 
and  the  government.  Fayette  county's  Legal  Advisory 
Board  consisted  of  G.  H.  Couchman,  chairman,  Arthur 
Roe  and  J.  G.  Burnside.  The  following  were  appoint- 
ed associate  members  and  assistants: 

W.  P.  Welker  Geo.  F.  Houston  J.  H.  Webb 

J.  H.  Irish  F.  M.  Guinn  J.  A.  Matheny 

J.  A.  Bingham  John  Bolin  Dick  Burrus 

Ira  D.  Lakin  Geo.  A.  Brown  F.  A.  Meyers 

The  m.embers  of  this  board  made  a  careful  study 
of  the  blanks  and  the  proper  manner  of  filling  out  the 
same.  A  section  of  the  board  was  in  session  in  the 
court  house  from  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.  daily  during  the 
time  questionnaires  were  being  returned  by  registrants 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  all  who  desired  help.  The 
members  of  the  board  served  without  compensation. 
The  task  was  an  enormous  one  as  a  large  majority  of 
the  registrants  sought  the  advice  of  this  board  in  filling 
out  their  questionnaires. 


Food  Production 


The  committee  on  Food  Production,  of  which  0. 
E.  McCormick  was  chairman,  had  as  its  work  the  super* 
vision  of  food  production,  and,  together  with  the  coun- 
ty Food  Administrator,  of  the  conservation  of  food  and 
enforcement  of  food  regulations.  Mr.  McCormick,  up- 
on whom  the  work  fell  in  large  measure,  was  eminent- 
ly qualified  for  this  position  because  of  his  experience 
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in  Farmers'  Institute  work.  Much  was  done  in  stim- 
ulating production  by  encouraging  an  increase  in  acre- 
age of  wheat  and  other  essential  grains.  That  results 
were  had  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  in  1918  Fay- 
ette  County  produced  more  than  300,000  bushels  of 
wheat,  a  mark  never  approached  before.  A  sharp 
look-out  was  also  kept  by  Mr.  McCormick  for  violators 
of  any  of  the  drastic  food  rules  and  any  irregularities 
reported  to  the  Food  Administrator.  Very  little  diffi- 
culty was  encountered  however  in  this  line.  The  will- 
ingness of  the  people  generally  to  co-operate  was  very 
commendable. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


When  America  entered  the  war  it  had  reached 
that  stage  where  the  outcome  depended  not  alone  upon 
superior  military  forces  but  upon  the  resources  which 
could  be  marshalled.  The  resources  of  our  allies  were 
fast  being  exhausted.  All  eyes  were  turned  to  America 
for  the  necessary  food,  fuel  and  supplies  to  continue  the 
conflict  and  America  was  equal  to  the  occasion.  In  or- 
der to  conserve  food  and  fuel  so  necessary  to  our  arm- 
ies and  the  home  industries  furnishing  supplies,  the 
federal  food  and  fuel  administrations  were  created  and 
county  administrators  appointed  with  full  authority  to 
enforce  all  rules  and  regulations  imposed  by  the  feder- 
al administrations. 


Fayette  County  Food  Administration 


In  December  1917,  Judge  John  H.  Webb,  of  Van- 
dalia,  was  appointed  food  administrator  for  Fayette 
county.  Throughout  the  duration  of  the  war  Judge 
Webb  served  in  this  capacity  and  rendered  invaluable 
service.  The  position  was  a  peculiarly  trying  one.  Not 
only  did  it  carry  no  salary,  but  the  demands  upon  the 
administrator  were  so  great  that  if  he  could  render  the 
best  service  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  be  at  a  con- 
siderable expense.  A  close  supervision  was  exercised 
by  our  administrator  over  every  phase  of  food  conser- 
vation, production  and  distribution.  Every  part  of  the 
county  was  visited,  detailed  reports  of  sales  of  sugar 
and  flour  required  of  all  grocers,  and  a  close  watch 
kept  to  enforce  all  rules  and  regulations.  The  thresh- 
ing of  grain  was  closely  supervised.  Each  thresher  was 
required  to  report  on  blanks  furnished  him,  the  acre- 
age and  amount  of  grain  threshed  for  each  farmer. 
Judge  Webb  used  a  system  of  his  own  in  this  work 
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which  was  highly  commended  by  state  and  federal  offi- 
cials and  was  copied  by  administrators  elsewhere. 
Threshers  were  required  to  thresh  in  rotation,  without 
regard  to  amount,  each  man's  crop  of  grain,  thus  as- 
suring the  threshing  of  every  bushel  of  grain  with  the 
least  waste  of  time  in  moving.  Threshermen  and  farm- 
ers alike  co-operated  with  the  county  administrator  in 
a  most  commendable  manner. 

Even  before  the  appointment  of  county  food  ad- 
ministrators the  appeal  had  been  made  by  the  federal 
administration  for  the  voluntary  observance  of  Tues- 
day of  each  week  as  meatless  day  and  Wednesday  as 
wheatless  day.  The  response  was  ample  proof  of  the 
patriotism  of  our  people.  But  if  these  requests  brought 
home  to  the  individual  the  fact  that  we  were  at  war  it 
was  the  drastic  flour  and  sugar  regulations  a  little  later 
that  impressed  upon  each  the  necessity  of  sacrificing 
even  to  the  extent  of  stinting  himself  in  essential  foods 
in  order  that  the  cause  for  which  we  were  at  war  might 
succeed.  On  Feb.  4,  1918,  for  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  we  went  on  a  compulsory  war  diet. 
The  chief  demands  of  the  food  administration  as  set 
forth  by  proclamation  of  President  Wilson  were:  (a) 
with  each  pound  of  wheat  flour  an  equal  amount  of 
substitute  flour  must  be  purchased;  (b)  Monday  and 
Wednesday  of  each  week  should  be  observed  as  wheat- 
less  days  and  one  meal  each  day  should  be  wheatless; 
(c)  Tusday  of  each  week  should  be  meatless,  and  one 
meatless  meal  each  day;  (d)  Tuesday  and  Saturday  of 
each  week  should  be  porkless.  In  addition  to  these 
rules  a  rule  was  passed  a  little  later  forbidding  the 
marketing  of  hens  until  April  30th. 

On  September  1st,  the  flour  rules  requiring  the 
purchasing  of  equal  amounts  of  wheat  flour  and  substi- 
tutes was  replaced  by  one  requiring  the  buying  of  but 
one  pound  of  substitute  flour  for  each  four  pounds  of 
wheat  flour.  The  rule  limiting  flour  purchases  to  one 
eighth  barrel  in  the  cities  and  one  fourth  barrel  in  the 
country  was  also  abolished. 

New  as  the  rules  were  and  unaccustomed  as  our 
people  were  to  regulation  of  their  diet  there  was  a 
ready  response.  Very  little  inclination  to  hoard  food 
was  shown.  On  the  other  hand  when  the  word  went 
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out  that  all  flour  and  sugar  on  hand  in  excess  of  the 
government  allowance  should  be  delivered  to  the  coun- 
ty foQ.d  administrator,  there  was  an  instantaneous  re- 
sponse and  many  barrels  of  these  precious  commodities 
were  delivered  for  distribution  where  most  needed. 

The  reports  of  threshermen  to  Administrator 
Webb  brought  out  some  valuable  facts  as  to  Fayette 
county's  production  for  the  year  1918.  They  showed 
that  the  county's  wheat  crop  totaled,  in  round  num- 
bers, 300,000  bushels  and  the  oats  crop  400,000  bush- 
els, an  average  of  20  bushels  per  acre  of  wheat  and  30 
bushels  per  acre  of  oats.  The  reports  also  showed  an 
increase  in  wheat  acreage  for  the  following  year  of 
45%.  This  increase  was  due  to  the  appeal  for  more 
wheat. 


Fayette  County  Fuel  Administration. 


The  abnormal  fuel  situation  brought  about  by  the 
war  was  efficiently  handled  locally  by  Fayette  County's 
fuel  administrator,  Charles  A.  Evans.  On  being  ap- 
pointed to  that  responsible  position  Mr.  Evans  appoint* 
ed  as  his  assistants,  C.  E.  Lindhorst,  Ramsey;  T.  F. 
Heckert,  St.  Elmo;  E.  H.  Halladay,  Farina,  and  L.  C. 
Lape,  Vandalia,  Coal  Conservator.  Owing  to  the  gen- 
eral shortage  of  fuel  it  was  difficult  to  get  sufficient  coal 
for  the  needs  of  the  county,  but  by  careful  supervision 
Mr.  Evans  and  his  assistants  managed  to  make  the 
available  supply  meet  immediate  needs.  The  use  of 
wood  as  fuel,  wherever  possible  was  urged,  and  gen- 
erally done  throughout  the  county.  At  one  time  when 
sufficient  coal  could  not  be  had  for  domestic  use  in 
Vandalia  a  band  of  men  was  organized  who  went  to 
the  wods  nearby,  cut  a  quantity  of  wood  and  had  it  de- 
livered to  the  needy  families. 

The  winter  of  1917-18  was  a  memorable  one.  Al- 
though but  new,  the  war  machinery  of  this  great  nation 
was  working  almost  perfectly.  Thousands  of  our  sol- 
diers were  already  overseas  and  other  thousands  were 
equipped  and  ready  to  go  as  soon  as  transportation 
could  be  provided.  Factories  producing  everything 
needed  for  war  were  humming  throughout  the  length 
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and  breadth  of  the  land.  Transportation  facilities  on 
land  and  sea  were  taxed  to  their  utmost  capacity.  Then 
came  one  of  the  severest  winters  of  history.  The  result 
was  a  fuel  shortage  that  would  have  proven  disastrous 
to  our  w.ar  program  had  not  the  situation  been  handled 
wisely  and  efficiently. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  drastic  regulations 
must  be  imposed  upon  all  consumers.  War  munitions, 
food,  manufactured  goods  of  every  kind  accumulated 
at  Atlantic  ports  until  there  were  tens  of  thousands  of 
tons  awaiting  transportaion  abroad.  Hundreds  of 
ships  loaded  with  goods  for  our  men  and  our  allies  lay 
idle  because  there  was  no  coal  in  their  bunkers.  To  re- 
lieve this  situation  Federal  Fuel  Administrator  Garfield 
imposed  the  sweeping  regulations  of  January  1918, 
Beginning  January  21st,  all  business,  with  but  a  few 
exceptions,  east  of  the  Mississippi  must  be  suspended 
for  a  five  day  period  and  thereafter  every  Monday  for 
nine  consecutive  weeks,  in  order  that  coal  might  be  di- 
verted to  the  Atlantic  ports  for  trans- Atlantic  steamers, 
and  the  congestion  of  freight  cleared  away. 

On  receipt  of  the  orders  from  the  federal  admini- 
strator for  a  meeting  of  business  men  was  called  by  Mr. 
Evans  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  rooms  at  Vandalia. 
Practically  every  business  man  of  Vandalia  was  pres- 
ent. The  order  was  discussed  by  the  lawyers  and  oth- 
ers present  as  to  its  local  application.  In  compliance 
with  the  ruling  every  business  designated  in  the  ruling 
closed.  The  Ford  Roofing  Plant  at  Vandalia  and  other 
similar  plants  in  the  towns  of  the  county  closed,  al- 
though it  meant  a  considerable  loss  to  the  employees 
as  well  as  to  the  employers,  three  hundred  men  from 
the  Ford  plant  alone  being  thus  temporarily  thrown 
out  of  employment. 

Friday  and  Saturday,  January  10th  and  llth, 
1918,  were  days  long  to  be  remembered,  especially  by 
those  whose  coal  bins  were  empty.  And  there  were 
many  empty  coal  bins  in  Vandalia.  Friday  a  gentle 
snow  began  to  fall;  it  increased  as  the  day  advanced 
however,  the  mercury  began  to  fall  rapidly  and  a  ter- 
rific wind  arose,  making  one  of  the  worst,  if  not  the 
worst  blizzard  in  the  history  of  Southern  Illinois.  The 
temperature  fell  rapidly  until  on  Saturday  morning  it 


INTHEWORLDWAR  121 

had  reached  the  almost  unprecedented  mark  for  this 
locality,  25  degrees  below  zero.  Vandalia  was  out  of 
coal  and  something  had  to  be  done  to  relieve  the  situ- 
ation. Mr.  Evans  telephoned  Supt.  Schaefer  of  the 
Pana  coal  company  and  explained  the  situation.  Mr. 
Schaefer  said  he  would  gladly  supply  a  car  of  coal  but 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  would  not  accept  it  owing 
to  the  snow  having  made  it  necessary  to  reduce  freight 
to  the  minimum  with  the  prospect  of  having  to  stop  all 
trains  because  the  tracks  could  not  be  kept  clear  of 
drifts.  Mr.  Evans  did  not  accept  this  as  final,  however, 
but  telephoned  Supt.  Heverns  of  the  I.  C.  R.  R.  at  Clin- 
ton. The  situation  was  explained  and  Mr.  Heverns  re- 
plied that  he  would  have  a  car  of  coal  at  Vandalia  by 
the  first  train  if  the  train  could  reach  here.  Orders 
were  given  by  Mr.  Heverns  to  hold  a  freight  train  at 
Pana  until  the  tracks  to  the  mines  could  be  cleared  of 
snow  and  a  car  of  coal  procured.  This  was  done,  it 
being  necessary  to  hold  the  train  for  six  hours  while  a 
force  of  men  cleared  the  tracks  to  the  mines.  The  fol- 
lowing day  the  car  was  in  Vandalia  and  the  coal  allot- 
ted to  needy  families  in  five  hundred  pound  lots  or  less. 

Coal  dealers  throughout  the  county  co-operated 
with  Mr.  Evans  and  his  assistants  in  a  most  commend- 
able manner.  The  absolute  unselfishness  manifested  is 
shown  by  an  incident  in  Vandalia.  Willard  Walton, 
one  of  the  three  coal  dealers,  in  supplying  the  needs  of 
others  neglected  his  own  coal  bin  and  during  a  severe 
cold  spell  ran  out  of  the  precious  stuff.  His  plight  be- 
came known  to  the  officials  of  the  Ford  Roofing  plant 
who  promptly  sent  him  a  sufficient  quantity  from  their 
own  supply  to  tide  him  over  until  another  car  should 
arrive. 

Similar  incidents  might  be  mentioned  from  various 
parts  of  the  county.  At  one  time  the  St.  Elmo  schools 
were  on  the  verge  of  having  to  close  because  of  short- 
age of  coal.  Assistant  fuel  administrator  T.  F.  Heck- 
ert  by  continuous  effort  finally  succeeded  in  securing  a 
car  and  the  schools  were  kept  going. 

Mr.  Evans  later  resigned  as  fuel  administrator  and 
was  succeeded  by  F.  C.  Humphrey  of  Vandalia,  who 
efficiently  served  in  that  capacity  as  long  as  the  fuel 
administration  existed. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

LIBERTY  LOANS  AND  WAR  SAVINGS  STAMPS. 


The  Liberty  Loans 


The  successful  prosecution  of  the  war  at  the  time 
America  entered  depended  in  large  measure  upon  the 
number  of  men  and  the  quantity  of  supplies  our  nation 
could  furnish.  It  soon  became  apparent  to  all  that  we 
must  not  only  furnish  armies  but  we  must  finance  the 
greatest  undertaking  in  the  history  of  the  world.  In 
the  five  Liberty  Loans  floated  by  the  nation  Fayette 
County  was  never  delinquent. 


The  First  Liberty  Loan 


The  first  Liberty  Loan  which  was  floated  soon 
after  the  declaration  of  war  was  attended  with  little 
publicity  and  required  little  or  no  organization.  No 
definite  quotas  were  assigned.  The  loan  was  small  in 
comparison  with  the  huge  loans  that  were  to  follow 
and  was  subscribed  in  large  measure  by  the  banks.  The 
banks  of  Fayette  county  subscribed  for  $109,900.00  of 
this  first  loan. 


The  Second  Liberty  Loan 


The  First  Liberty  Loan  was  small  and  was  sub- 
scribed to  with  so  little  effort  that  the  people  of  the 
county  scarcely  knew  that  it  had  been  done.  The  Sec- 
ond, however,  was  not  so  inconsiderable.  A  quota  of 
$211,500.00  was  assigned  Fayette  county.  The  week 
of  October  20-27th  was  the  time  set  for  the  drive.  On 
the  20th  a  meeting  was  called  in  the  court  house  which 
was  attended  by  the  bankers  and  many  of  the  business 
men  and  others  of  the  county.  After  a  rousing  address 
by  Hon.  W.  Duff  Piercy  of  Mt.  Vernon,  the  county  or- 
ganization necessary  was  perfected.  C.  F.  Easterday 
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was  elected  chairman  and  an  executive  committee  of 
the  following  chosen:  Frank  C.  Eckard,  Joseph  C. 
Burtschi,  J.  G.  Burnside,  G.  H.  Couchman  and  N.  C. 
Gochenour.  The  officers  of  the  twelve  banks  of  the 
county  were  also  considered  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

A  captain  was  named  for  each  township  who  was 
supposed  to  go  into  his  township,  select  his  helpers, 
make  a  canvass  and  report  his  quota  in  the  short  space 
of  one  week.  The  general  plan  in  this  drive  as  in  sub- 
sequent ones  was  for  the  banks  to  underwrite  the  coun- 
ty's quota,  proportionate  quotas  being  assigned  the  var- 
ious banks  of  the  county.  The  committee  was  thus  as- 
sured before  the  drive  that  the  county's  quota  would 
be  reached  by  reason  of  the  banks'  guarantee.  Below 
is  the  organization  showing  township  chairman  and 
quotas 

Township  Quota                               Captains 

Avena  $21,000  George  Bledsoe,  C.  N.  Bennyhoff 

Bear    Grove  -        5,100  Charles  Atwood 

Bowling  Green     -     3,150  John  W.  Miller,  W.  D.  Whittington 

Carson  -       5,100  Robert  Hunt  Jr.,  T.  L.  Bolt 

Hurricane  8,400  H.  M.  Casey,  E.  J.  Fitzgerald 

Kaskaskia  5,100  D.  M.  Cowger 

LaClede  21,000  C.  T.  Wade 

Lone  Grove  -       15,750  Otis   Harpster,   Adolph  Ambuehl,   J. 

H.  Mahon  and  M.  L.  Lansford 

Loudon          -  -        4,200  John  Holman 

Otego  -       8,400  M.  J.  Griffith 

Pope  -          4,200  Wm.    Jones 

Ramsey      -  -        21,000  H.  L.  Haynes,  Joe  Easterday 

Sefton        -  -        4,200  W.  T.  Wilson 

Seminary  8,400  Ralph  Thompson 

Sharon        -  -        5,100  D.  O.  Randall 

Vandalia  63,000  G.  H.  Couchman 

Wheatland  -          4,200  Verne  Hamilton 

Wilberton  4,200  J.  H.  Boye  Jr. 

The  drive  was  made  and  reports  ready  on  schedule 
time  showing  that  the  county's  quota  of  $211,500.00 
had  been  oversubscribed  by  $45,000.  Eighty  per  cent 
of  the  total  subscription  was  by  individuals,  leaving  the 
banks  to  carry  the  remaining  twenty  per  cent.  A  com- 
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pilation  made  before  the     returns     were  entirely    in, 
($4,350.00  of  total  subscription  is  not  shown)  shows 

the  amounts  subscribed  through  and  by    the  twelve 
banks  of  the  county  to  be  as  follows : 

First  National,  Vandalia             ...  $80,000 

Farmers   and   Merchants,   Vandalia              -              -  50,000 

Farina  State,  Farina             ....  27,000 

Fayette   County,   St.   Elmo              ...  17,000 

First  National,  St.  Elmo             -                          -  15,000 

First  National,  Brownstown              -              -  15,000 

Peoples  State,  Ramsey                ...  10,000 

First  National,  St.  Peter                                        -             -  3,500 

Farmers  and   Merchants,    St.    Peter              -              -  1,400 

Farmers  and  Merchants,  Loogootee           -  800 

Farmers  and  Merchants,  LaClede             ...  100 


The  Third  Liberty  Loan 


In  April  1918  the  Third  Liberty  Loan  was  an- 
nounced with  a  national  quota  of  $3,000,000,000.  Fay- 
ette county's  quota  was  fixed  at  $253,850. 

The  plan  of  campaign  in  this  drive  was  practically 
identical  with  that  of  the  Second  Loan  which  had 
proven  so  successful.  In  addition  to  the  rousing  speech- 
es of  the  "Four  Minute  Men"  and  others  in  behalf  of 
the  loan  the  government  co-operated  in  arousing  en- 
thusiasm by  sending  a  war-relic  train  and  the  "Jackie 
Band"  from  the  Great  Lakes  Training  Station. 

The  war  relic  train  arrived  in  Vandalia  from  the 
south  via  the  Illinois  Central  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  April  24th.  The  discharge  of  several  bombs  an- 
nounced its  arrival  and  although  it  was  raining  in  tor- 
rents a  great  crowd  of  people  gathered  in  a  few  min- 
utes. It  was  announced  that  the  meeting  would  be 
held  at  the  Dixie  theater  and  the  crowd  immediately 
rushed  to  the  theater.  More  were  turned  away  than 
could  find  places  inside.  Hon.  Dixon  Williams  of  Chi- 
cago, speaker  in  charge,  introduced  Captain  James  A. 
Wheeler  of  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  who  displayed  the 
smaller  relics  that  had  been  taken  to  the  theater,  in- 
cluding small  arms,  machine  guns,  gas  masks,  trench 
tools  etc.,  and  gave  an  interesting  talk  of  their  use.  Mr. 
Williams  then  introduced  what  he  termed  the  most  in- 
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teresting  exhibit,  Corp.  Gordon  W.  Hardy,  of  Excler, 
Maine,  his  buddy  Chester  Device  of  Milwaukee  and  J. 
H.  Gordon  of  the  Canadian  Highlanders.  Each  gave 
an  interesting  talk  about  his  experiences  at  the  front 
and  appealed  to  the  people  to  support  the  government 
by  buying  bonds  of  the  Third  Liberty  Loan. 

The  "Jackie  Band"  paid  Vandalia  a  second  visit 
during  this  drive  and  with  their  rousing  music  stirred 
the  people  to  patrotic  fervor.  Speeches  no  less  rous- 
ing were  made  on  the  occasion  by  C.  F.  Easterday, 
Arthur  Roe  and  Rev.  E.  T.  Carroll. 

When  all  things  were  set  for  the  big  drive  it  was 
carried  out  without  a  hitch  of  any  kind.  The  result  was 
inspiring.  When  returns  were  totalled  it  was  found  the 
county  had  exceeded  its  quota  by  more  than  60%,  and 
that  while  in  the  Second  seven  hundred  subscribers  had 
taken  the  county's  quota,  in  this  more  than  two  thou- 
sand had  subscribed,  thus  showing  that  the  people  gen- 
erally were  loyally  supporting  the  government. 


The  Fourth  Liberty  Loan 


While  the  previous  loans  had  put  to  the  test  the 
loyalty  of  Fayette  county  people  the  real  test  was  yet 
to  come.  On  Saturday,  September  28th,  the  big  drive, 
which  was  to  be  the  greatest  undertaking  of  its  kind 
ever  attempted  by  any  nation,  was  launched.  The 
county's  quota  in  this  was  more  than  double  that  of  any 
previous  loan.  The  people  had  already  subscribed  lib- 
erally for  liberty  bonds  which  fact  in  itself  made  it  a 
great  undertaking.  And  in  addition  to  the  enormity  of 
the  sum  asked  for  and  the  fact  that  people  had  al- 
ready subscribed,  many  of  them  to  the  limit  of  their 
ability,  was  the  added  handicap  of  unfavorable  health 
conditions.  The  drive  came  in  the  midst  of  the  epi- 
demic of  Spanish  Influenza.  But  although  sickness  was 
wide-spread  and  deaths  were  becoming  more  and  more 
frequent,  the  Fourth  Liberty  Loan  must  be  subscribed 
if  the  high  ideals  for  which  America  stands  were  to  be 
upheld,  and  Fayette  county  must  subscribe  her  pro- 
portionate share.  It  was  with  this  determination  that 
the  gigantic  task  was  begun. 

County  Chairman  C.  F.  Easterday  instituted  rath- 
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er  a  novel  proceeding  at  this  time  to  get  the  desired  re- 
sults. Farmers  were  short  of  help.  The  ripened  crops 
must  be  taken  care  of  and  the  fall  seeding  done.  So, 
in  order  to  not  require  the  farmers,  upon  whom  so 
much  depended,  to  leave  their  pressing  work  Mr.  Eas- 
terday  asked  that  on  Sunday  afternoon,  September  29, 
the  people  after  having  attended  their  respective  pla- 
ces of  worship  in  the  morning,  should  gather  in  their 
district  school  house  and  all  over  twenty-one  should 
register  and  place  opposite  their  name  the  amount  of 
bonds  they  would  pledge  themselves  to  take  of  this  is- 
sue. The  response  was  all  and  more  than  was  hoped 
for.  It  was  found  when  reports  were  in  from  the  var- 
ious districts,  that  nearly  half  of  the  county's  quota 
had  been  subscribed.  This  initial  effort  was  followed 
up  with  intensive  work  by  the  banks  of  the  county  and 
the  individuals  constituting  the  county's  loan  organiza- 
tion, with  the  result  that  the  county  over-subscribed 
its  quota  by  5%.  The  over-subscription  would  have 
been  much  larger  had  not  subscribers  toward  the  end 
of  the  drive  been  advised  to  use  moderation  in  antici- 
pation of  future  loans. 


Summary  of  Five  Liberty  Loans 


We  are  indebted  to  Jessie  Palmer  Weber,  Librar- 
ian of  the  State  Historical  Library,  for  the  figures  in- 
corporated in  the  following  summary  of  the  five  Liberty 
Loans : 

Actual  Percentage    Number  of     Per  Ct. 

Loan  Quota  Subscription        of  Quota      Subscribers     Pop'n 

111  713 

146  2,357          8.4 

105  3,427        12. 


2nd  L.  L.          $211,500 

236,850 

3rd   L.  L.            253,850 

371,850 

4th   L.   L.            603,000 

630,600 

5th  L.  L.           456,900 

458,050 

(Victory) 

Total  subscriptions 

to  five  loans 

$1,807,25C 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness 


In  anticipation  of  the  Fifth  or  Victory  Loan  the 
United  States  Treasury  issued  Certificates  of  Indebted- 
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ness  and  proportionate  quotas  were  assigned  the  banks 
of  the  country.  The  statistics  given  below,  taken  from 
the  printed  record  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  St. 
Louis  for  the  Eighth  Federal  Reserve  District,  shows 
the  subscriptions  of  Fayette  county  banks  to  this  short 
time  paper. 


City 

Brownstown 

Farina 

LaClede 

Loogootee 

Ramsey 

St.  Elmo 
St.  Peter 
Vandalia 


Total  Quota 
Asked  For 


$28,000 
36,500 


Total  Sub-    Per  Cent 
scription       of  Quota 

$24,000       86% 
18,000 
500 
1,500 
12,000 
45,000 
15,000 
20,500 
5,000 
11,000 
125,000 
129,000 


49% 

13% 

16% 

32% 

107% 

67% 

61% 

21% 

26% 

106% 

111% 


Bank 

First  National 
State  B.  of  Farina 
Farmers  &   Merchants   4,000 
Farmers  &  Merchants     9,500 
Peoples  State  37,500 

Ramsey  National*  43,000 
Fayette  County  Bank  22,500 
First  National  33,500 

Farmers  &  Merchants  23,500 
First  National  42,000 

F.  &  M.  Bank*  117,500 

First  National*  116,500 

Total  subscriptions  by 

Fayette  County  banks — $406,500 

Note — *0n  honor  roll  of  Eighth  Federal  Reserve  District,  having 
subscribed  one  hundred  per  cent  or  more  of  quota. 

If  to  the  total  subscription  the  five  Liberty  Loans 
we  add  the  total  subscription  of  Fayette  county  banks 
for  Certificates  of  Indebtedness  we  find  that  Fayette 
county  loaned  the  government  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  the  immense  sum  of  $2,213,750.00  This  takes 
no  account  of  loans  through  other  than  Fayette  County 
Banks  nor  of  War  Savings  Stamps.  This  record  reflects 
much  credit  upon  the  citizens  of  our  county.  But  it 
was  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  a  comparative  few 
distributed  throughout  the  county  that  this  record  is 
so  commendable.  More  will  be  told  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  effort  that  made  possible  the  county's  splendid 
war  record  under  the  chapter  on  the  Council  of  De- 
fense. 


War  Savings  Stamps 


The  first  chairman  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  War  Savings  work  in  Fayette  County  was  Mr.  Carl 
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Janett,  of  Vandalia.  After  serving  about  three  months 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  Mr.  Janett  resigned  and 
Prof.  O.  C.  Bailey,  Superintendent  of  the  Vandalia 
schools,  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
as  his  successor.  Professor  Bailey  served  throughout 
the  time  of  his  residence  in  Vandalia  and  affected  an 
efficient  organization.  His  committee,  to  whom  much 
of  the  credit  is  due,  consisted  of  Rev.  McCracken  of 
Ramsey,  and  G.  L.  Hausmann  and  Mrs.  F.  C.  Hum- 
phrey of  Vandalia.  Every  school  district  in  the  county 
was  organized  with  a  chairman  and  secretary  in  each. 
Almost  without  exception  these  workers  throughout 
the  county  gave  their  hearty  support  to  the  county 
chairman  and  assisted  very  materially  in  the  work. 

During  his  term  of  service  Prof.  Bailey  sent  out 
2378  personal  letters,  over  5000  circular  letters,  and  re- 
mailed  more  than  500  pounds  of  literature.  Three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  public  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  county.  Five  hundred  and  sixty-four 
speeches  were  made,  of  which  the  county  chairman 
made  two  hundred  and  forty-five.  Rev.  McCracken 
made  almost  as  many. 

Several  of  the  school  districts  in  the  county  "went 
over  the  top"  in  every  drive  and  many  kept  buying 
after  the  drives  were  over.  For  three  months  the 
county  chairman  did  not  miss  a  single  day  receiving  or- 
ders for  stamps.  Ramsey  township  ranked  highest  in 
the  amount  purchased  per  capita,  due  to  the  untiring 
efforts  of  Rev.  McCracken.  Brownstown,  under  the 
efficient  leadership  of  Otis  Keeler  and  Mr.  Peterson, 
ranked  second.  Many  stamps  were  sold  along  the  east 
side  of  the  county  by  banks  and  post  offices  outside 
the  county  for  which  Fayette  county  never  got  credit 
although  the  Fayette  county  office  was  responsible  for 
the  sales.  No  accurate  report  can  be  made,  therefore, 
as  to  the  exact  amount  sold  in  the  county. 

The  total  expense  of  the  work  in  the  county  and  a 
large  part  of  the  cost  of  transportation  of  speakers, 
mailing,  etc.,  was  donated.  The  total  expense  of  run- 
ning the  office  during  Prof.  Bailey's  term  of  office  was 
$185.95.  Of  this  amount  $60.00,  was  paid  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Defense  and  $50.00  was  donated  by  various  in- 
dividuals. The  Vandalia  High  School  gave  an  enter- 
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tainment  donating  the  profits,  $25.00  and  the  balance 
of  $50.00  Prof.  Bailey  donated  himself.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  unselfish  service  so  freely  rendered  by 
Prof.  Bailey  the  work  could  not  have  progressed  so 
magnificently  throughout  the  county.  On  leaving  the 
county  the  work  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  W.  K. 
Urbani  who  served  efficiently  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
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CHAPTER  X, 

VARIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  WAR  AGENCIES. 


Fayette  County  Doctors. 


When  America  entered  the  war  there  were  in  the 
United  States  81,000  physicians  who  were  within  the 
age  limits  available  for  service  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  army.  Fayette  County's  quota,  based  on 
the  number  for  the  entire  country,  was  four.  When  the 
call  came  for  doctors  to  serve  with  the  U.  S.  Army  it 
found  one  Fayette  County  man,  Dr.  H.  L.  Freeland, 
already  in  the  service.  Dr.  Freeland  had  already  been 
some  time  in  the  regular  army  before  the  call  for  vol- 
unteers from  the  medical  profession.  The  first  to  re- 
spond to  the  call  was  Dr.  A.  L.  T.  Williams  of  Vandalia, 
The  call  had  scarcely  been  issued  for  volunteers  when 
Dr.  Williams  offered  himself  and  was  accepted.  He 
was  sent  to  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison  Sept.  1,  1917 
where  he  was  placed  in  the  Medical  Officers'  Reserve 
Corps  and  was  commissioned  captain.  Unfortunately 
his  term  of  service  was  cut  short  and  he  was  discharged 
because  of  physical  disability.  Undaunted,  however, 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed  his  practice  at 
Vandalia  and  was  throughout  the  war  one  of  Fayette 
county's  most  zealous  workers  in  the  various  phases  of 
war  work,  having  charge  throughout  the  war  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  activities  within  the  county  in  which  he 
rendered  invaluable  service. 

The  most  extensive  service  of  Fayette  county  medi- 
cal volunteers  was  that  of  Dr.  Mark  Greer  of  Vandalia. 
A  detailed  account  of  his  service  will  be  found  under 
the  heading  "Officers"  elsewhere  in  this  book.  The  next 
was  Dr.  Lavern  C.  Basset  of  Farina  who  volunteered 
May  30,  1918.  He  was  commissioned  Lieutenant  on  his 
entry  into  the  service  and  after  being  stationed  at  Camp 
Grant  for  sometime  was  sent  overseas,  sailing  October 
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27,  1918  as  a  casual  medical  officer  unattached.  He 
was  assigned  at  different  times  to  various  hospitals  in 
France.  Among  them  were  Camp  Hospital  No.  1, 
Chalons,  Mobile  Hospital  No.  1  at  Vitrey-Venois,  Camp 
Hospital  No.  41  at  Camp  Williams  and  as  medical  offi- 
cer with  school  detachment  of  Beaconsan,  France.  He 
returned  to  the  States  July,  1919  and  was  released  from 
service  August  2,  1919. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Phillips,  Farina,  First  Lieutenant  M.  O. 
K.  C.,  reported  for  duty  to  the  Medical  Officers'  Train- 
ing Camp  as  a  member  of  the  staff.  After  six  weeks 
of  service  here  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Dodge, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  August,  1918  when  he 
was  sent  overseas.  Arriving  in  France  he  was  assigned 
to  the  6th  Division  Medical  Staff  and  served  with  this 
organization  until  the  spring  of  1919  when  he  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service. 

Dr.  Frederick  H.  Yates  of  St.  Peter  volunteered 
for  service  in  November,  1917.  He  was  accepted  and 
commissioned  lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Corps  but  was 
not  called  into  active  service  until  eight  months  later. 
He  was  assigned  to  Base  Hospital,  Camp  Gordon,  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  where  he  remained  during  the  duration  of 
the  war. 

Dr.  William  J.  Whitefort  of  St.  Elmo  volunteered 
for  service  July  10,  1917,  was  commissioned  Lieutenant 
of  Medical  Officers'  Training  Corps  and  assigned  to 
Co.  5,  2nd  Battalion  M.  O.  T.  C.  at  Camp  Greenleaf. 
Prophalactic  inoculations  resulted  in  violent  reactions 
and  he  was  confined  to  General  Hospital  No.  14,  Chica- 
maugua  Park,  Ga.  from  June  until  August,  1918.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  September 
9th,  1918. 

The  splendid  spirit  shown  by  Fayette  County  doc- 
tors is  evidenced  by  the  action  taken  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Fayette  County  Medical  Association  held  in  Van- 
dalia  on  May  8th,  1918.  The  object  of  this  meeting 
was  to  take  some(  action  relative  to  the  call  for  doctors 
for  army  service.  Of  the  thirteen  doctors  of  the  county 
who  were  within  the  age  limit  twelve  were  present.  A 
resolution  was  presented  and  unanimously  adopted  in- 
structing Dr.  Williams  to  send  a  list  of  the  names  of 
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eligible  Fayette  county  doctors  to  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  U.  S.  Army  through  the  State  Council  of  defense, 
notifying  him  that  any  one  or  more  selected  from  the 
list  would  go.  Dr.  E.  B.  Pribble  of  St.  Elmo  who  was 
not  present  was  communicated  with  and  joined  in  the 
resolution.  The  doctors  thus  signifying  their  willing- 
ness to  accept  a  call  to  the  service  were : 

A.  R.  Whitefort,  St.  Elmo 
J.  B.  Holson,  Farina 
L.  C.  Bassett,  Farina 
C.  H.  Moore,  Vera 
L.  E.  Turney,  Brownstown 
G.  R.  Van  Vranken,  Ramsey 
E.  P.  Staff,  Ramsey 
A.  M.  Fromm,  Ramsey 
E.  W.  Farthing,  Ramsey 
A.  R.  Stanbery,  Vandalia 
G.  W.  Pridmore,  LaClede 
A.  L.  T.  Williams,  Vandalia 
E.  B.  Pribble,  St.  Elmo 

To  the  service  rendered  by  Fayette  county  doc- 
tors in  the  service  must  be  added  the  splendid  and  un- 
selfish service  rendered  by  those  who  remained  at 
home.  During  the  dark  days  when  the  Spanish  Influ- 
enza was  raging  it  was  the  doctors  who  were  called 
upon  to  take  the  greatest  risks  and  who  had  to  labor 
almost  day  and  night  to  give  medical  aid  to  the  many 
sufferers.  Their's  was  a  service  whose  worth  cannot 
be  estimated  but  whose  unselfish  spirit  can  never  be 
forgotten  by  those  who  were  the  recipients  of  their 
care. 

To  the  service  of  the  M.  D.s  of  Fayette  county  must 
also  be  added  that  of  Fayette  county  dentists  in  the 
army. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Washburn  of  Vandalia  left  his  practice 
in  Vandalia  and  enlisted  in  the  Dental  Corps  of  the 
United  States  Army  September  1,  1917.  He  was  com- 
missioned 1st  Lieut,  and  after  spending  some  time  in 
camp  was  sent  overseas,  spending  a  year,  June  1918- 
1919  in  France.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain in  recognition  of  efficient  service.  After  being 
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honorably  discharged  June  25,  1919,  he  resumed  his 
practice  in  Vandalia. 

W.  L.  White  registered  in  Vandalia,  for  the  draft 
in  June  1917.  On  September  5,  1917,  he  was  commis- 
sioned 1st  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Dental  Corps 
and  in  July  1918  was  ordered  to  Camp  Funston,  Kan- 
sas, and  assigned  as  dental  officer  to  the  210  Field  Sig- 
nal Battalion  of  the  10th  Division.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  in  December  1918,  and  was  immediately 
re-commissioned  as  1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Officers'  Re- 
serve Corps,  United  States  Dental  Section,  which  com- 
mission he  still  holds.  Dr.  White  is  located  at  Shelby- 
ville,  Illinois,  where  he  is  Post  Commander  of  the  Roy 
Vanderpool  Post,  No.  81  of  the  American  Legion, 


Fayette  County  Banks 


A  very  important  part  in  the  Nation's  war  work 
was  its  financial  progress.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
financial  institutions  of  the  country  and  for  the  splendid 
organizations  back  of  the  financial  part  of  the  war 
work  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  successfully 
prosecute  the  war.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given 
therefore  to  the  Banks  of  the  country  for  the  splendid 
services  rendered  the  nation  in  this  critical  time. 

The  banks  of  Fayette  County  as  a  whole  have  a 
splendid  record  in  war  work.  Upon  the  banks  of  the 
county  rested  the  responsibility  of  furnishing  for  the 
county  its  quota  in  every  one  of  the  Liberty  Loan  drives. 
The  banks  of  Fayette  County  in  every  one  of  the  Lib- 
erty Loan  drives  underwrote  Fayette  County  quota.  So 
that  before  any  work  had  been  done  Fayette  County's 
full  quota  was  guaranteed  by  reason  of  the  Banks* 
guarantee.  Not  alone  did  the  Banks  guarantee  the 
amount  to  be  raised  but  in  almost  every  instance  sub- 
scribed liberally  towards  the  various  loans  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  when  certificates  of  indebtedness  were  is- 
sued, the  banks  of  Fayette  County,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  responded  nobly  and  subscribed  for  this 
short. term  paper  to  the  extent  of  their  quotas  and  more. 
Three  banks  of  the  county  have  the  honor  of  being  on 
the  Eighth  Federal  Reserve  District  honor  roll,  having 
subscribed  100%  or  more  of  their  quotas.  They  are 
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the  First  National  Bank  of  Vandalia,  Ramsey  National 
of  Ramsey  and  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  of  Van- 
dalia. 

The  record  of  every  bank  in  the  county  may  be 
had  by  turning  to  the  chapter  on  the  Liberty  Loans  un- 
der the  heading  "Certificate  of  Indebtedness." 


Fayette  County  Newspapers 


In  any  public  work  one  of  the  chief  contributors  to 
success  is  the  press.  We  doubt  whether  any  one  single 
agency  contributed  more  to  the  success  of  the  various 
war  programs  than  did  the  press  of  Fayette  County. 

It  was  the  newspapers  of  Fayette  County  that  kept 
the  public  informed  on  the  progress  of  the  various  cam- 
paigns in  the  war  work.  To  the  newspapers  the  people 
of  the  County  went  to  learn  the  latest  authentic  news 
of  the  activities  of  Fayette  County  men  at  camps  and 
overseas.  The  commodity  which  the  newspaper  sells  to 
the  public  is  newspaper  space  yet  this  was  freely  giv- 
en ev,ery  issue  for  notices  of  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loan, 
War  Savings  Stamp  meetings  and  the  like. 

Some  of  the  more  enterprising  of  our  County  pa- 
pers introduced  and  maintained  some  special  features 
and  departments  which  made  them  almost  invaluable 
to  the  community. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Vandalia 
Union  "Bugle  Calls,"  a  special  department  run  each 
issue  which  gave  to  the  public  the  latest  news  from  the 
boys  in  camps  and  overseas,  and  various  news  items  of 
interest  concerning  our  boys.  Another  department 
"The  Fayette  County  Honor  Roll"  contained  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  life  of  each  soldier  who  lost  his  life.  An- 
other important  feature  of  the  paper,  a  household  de- 
partment also  was  maintained  giving  /Valuable  and 
timely  information  on  war  foods,  cooking,  etc. 

And  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  a  list  of  Fayette 
County  soldiers  called,  up  to  date,  was  a  most  valuable 
feature.  In  fact  had  it  not  been  for  the  files  of  this 
paper  the  writing  of  this  war  history  and  the  compiling 
of  the  data  printed  herein  would  be  almost  impossible. 
Other  papers  of  the  county  had  similar  features  and  all 
were  invaluable  to  the  County  and  their  various  com- 
munities in  the  great  work  of  carrying  on  war  activities. 
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Though  playing  a  part  that  was  not  so  glaring  in 
its  evidences  of  activity  no  greater  service  was  rend- 
ered within  the  county  than  that  of  the  churches.  With- 
out exception,  we  think,  they  became  the  centers  of 
patriotic  activity  and  zeal.  Not  only  were  they  thrown 
open  for  all  kinds  of  patriotic  services  but  the  pastors 
and  people  gave  themselves  to  the  great  task  of  fur- 
thering the  cause  of  the  nation  in  a  most  whole-hearted 
manner.  We  wish  we  might  have  the  record  of  each 
individual  church  in  the  county  but  since  that  is  im- 
possible we  can  tell  of  their  service  only  in  a  general 
way. 

The  service  flags  that  hung  in  every  church  told 
of  the  sacrifice  that  had  been  made.  At  first  they  were 
covered  with  stars  of  blue  but  as  the  war  went  on  from 
month  to  month  one  by  one  the  stars  of  gold  replaced 
the  stars  of  blue,  until  on  many  of  them  there  were  a 
number  of  these  silent  witnesses  to  the  patriotism  and 
the  sorrow  of  the  homes  there  represented. 

The  message  of  patriotism  was  preached  earnestly 
from  the  pulpits  by  the  faithful  pastors  and  in  addition 
to  this  they  were  in  most  communities  looked  to  as  t'^e 
leaders  in  the  many  works  of  mercy  that  must  be  car- 
ried on.  So  the  ministers  of  the  county  were  among 
the  most  ardent  workers  for  the  cause  of  right  and  de- 
mocracy. 

In  addition  to  these  services  the  churches  and  Sun- 
day Schools  in  most  instances  purchased  Liberty  Bonds 
and  War  Savings  Stamps  to  the  limit  of  their  ability.  In 
order  to  do  this  and  make  possible  caring  for  the  needy 
in  other  lands  at  Christmas  time  the  churches  gladly 
dispensed  with  the  giving  of  gifts  and  swelled  the 
funds  that  had  as  their  object  the  alleviating  of  the 
suffering  of  others.  Their's  was  a  service  that  was 
whole-hearted,  unselfish,  and  generous,  a  service  ded- 
icated to  God  and  country  and  a  service  that  bore 
abundant  fruit.  t 


Fayette  County  Schools 


The  war  program  of  the  schools  of  Fayette  Coun- 
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ty  may  be  said  to  have  begun  with  the  observation  of 
Star  Spangled  Banner  Day,  Friday  September  14,  1917. 
Appropriate  programs  intended  to  inspire  patriotism 
and  devotion  to  Old  Glory  were  held  at  many  schools 
throughout  the  county.  Perhaps  the  most  impressive 
was  that  held  jontly  by  Company  I,  and  the  Central 
school  of  Vandalia.  A  simple  ceremony,  participated 
in  both  by  the  soldiers  and  the  pupils  of  the  High 
School  and  the  grades  of  the  Central  school,  was  rend- 
ered, in  which  Old  Glory  was  raised  and  saluted  and 
the  pledge  of  allegiance  given. 

It  is  not  saying  too  much  to  say  that  every  school 
in  the  county  was  a  real  center  of  patriotism.  The 
teachers  recognizing  the  opportunity  which  was  theirs 
to  stimulate  patriotism  lost  no  opportunity  to  inspire  in 
the  boys  and  girls  the  true  American  spirit.  The  gov- 
ernment also  recognizing  the  value  of  the  schools  as 
centers  for  disseminating  knowledge  on  war  conditions 
and  war  needs  distributed  through  the  school  pamph- 
lets, tracts  and  the  like  dealing  with  the  various  phases 
of  the  work  of  carrying  on  the  war. 


War  Work  of  Teachers  and  Pupils 


The  teachers  of  Fayette  county,  constituting  as 
they  always  have  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  earn- 
est classes  of  the  county's  citizenship,  rendered  invalu- 
able service  aside  from  what  has  been  mentioned.  When 
the  Exemption  Board  found  themselves  swamped  with 
work  and  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  demands  which 
were  being  made  upon  them,  it  was  the  teachers  of  the 
Vandalia  city  schools  who  volunteered  to  help  in  the 
task  of  copying  and  indexing  questionnaires.  The  task 
was  not  left  until  finished,  every  teacher  in  the  city  who 
could  possibly  do  so  helping  in  the  work. 

Pupils,  like  their  teachers  were  eager  for  the  op- 
portunity to  do  something  to  help  with  the  war.  They 
were  given  the  opportunity  when  the  War  Savings 
Stamp  campaign  was  opened.  Prof.  O.  C.  Bailey,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  city  schools  of  Vandalia,  was  ap- 
pointed County  Chairman  of  the  W.  S.  S.  organization. 
The  newspapers  gladly  gave  space  for  publicity  in  the 
matter  which  was  used  to  good  advantage  by  Prof. 
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Bailey  in  awakening  in  the  minds  of  all  the  necessity 
and  the  advisability  of  buying  the  stamps. 

The  task  of  selling  the  stamps  was  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  pupils  themselves  and  a  more  enthusiastic 
campaign  was  never  put  on  in  the  county.  The  differ- 
ent schools  vied  with  each  other  in  making  the  best 
records.  In  a  very  short  time  reports  began  to  come 
in  from  districts  which  had  already  sold  their  quotas, 
viz.  an  average  of  $20  in  W.  S.  S.  to  every  adult  in  the 
district.  The  best  record  of  sales  of  W.  S.  S.  by  an 
individual  school,  both  for  a  week  and  for  the  total 
amount  sold  was  made  by  the  Lutheran  Parochial 
School  of  St.  Peter.  In  one  week  the  teacher  and  pu- 
pils of  this  school  sold  W.  S.  S.  and  Thrift  Stamps  to 
the  Amount  of  $1465.90,  and  in  the  campaign  sold  a 
total  amount  of  $4270.00. 


Boys'  Working  Reserve 


The  Boys'  Working  Reserve  was  an  organization 
of  boys  throughout  the  nation,  of  high  school  age, 
whose  object  was  to  supply  the  necessary  labor  for 
caring  for  crops  and  the  various  industries  of  the  coun- 
try in  times  when  a  great  amount  of  labor  was  neces- 
sary. W.  P.  Welker,  President  of  the  School  Board  of 
the  city  of  Vandalia,  was  elected  as  county  chairman 
of  this  organization.  The  boys  registered  with  him  and 
were  assigned  to  work  on  the  farms  or  elsewhere  as  the 
call  came. 


The  Junior  Red  Cross 


A  chapter  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  was  organized 
in  practically  every  city  school  in  the  county  and  also 
in  many  of  the  country  schools.  In  almost  every  case 
the  schools  had  a  100%  enrollment  in  the  organization 
and  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  children  throughout 
the  county  a  great  deal  was  done  to  assist  the  Red 
Cross  organization.  Wash  cloths,  gun  wipes  and  other 
omall  articles  were  knitted  by  the  children  and  turned 
over  to  the  Red  Cross.  But  even  a  greater  service  was 
rendered  in  the  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  children 
for  Red  Cross  work. 
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American  Library  Association 


The  task  of  furnishing  the  boys  in  the  camps  read- 
ing material  was  assigned  to  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation by  the  Government.  In  the  drive  to  secure 
books  for  the  training  camps  and  for  the  boys  in  France 
the  lead  in  Fayette  County  was  taken  by  the  Woman's 
Club  of  Vandalia.  The  ladies  of  this  club  energetical- 
ly set  about  gathering  books  to  be  sent  to  the  various 
camps  as  well  as  overseas.  The  books,  chiefly  on  scien- 
tific subjects,  to  the  number  of  600  volumes,  were  col- 
lected and  taken  to  the  Post  Office  from  which  place 
they  were  shipped  to  their  destinations.  In  addition 
to  the  books  collected  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  was 
gathered  to  pay  the  freight  on  the  books.  The  work 
of  this  club  in  Vandalia  illustrates  what  was  done  in 
other  towns  and  in  the  country  by  other  organizations 
and  individuals  in  this  work. 


Lodges  and  Clubs 


To  the  fraternal  organizations  of  the  county  must 
go  much  credit  for  patriotic  service  in  war  work.  The 
various  orders  not  onlyjthrew  open  their  halls  for  meet- 
ings, etc.  but  bought  liberally  of  Liberty  Bonds  and  oth- 
erwise furthered  the  war  activities.  Several  of  the  or- 
ders in  the  county  fittingly  remembered  their  members 
with  the  colors  and  kept  in  touch  with  them  in  their 
shifting  about,  thus  assuring  them  that  they  were  re- 
membered by  their  brethren  at  home. 

Among  the  women's  organizations  of  the  county  it 
would  have  been  useless  to  search  for  one  that  was  not 
in  some  way,  as  an  organization,  furthering  the  work 
of  the  country  in  war.  By  furthering  the  work  of  the 
Red  Cross,  the  Library  Association,  War  Saving  Stamps 
and  Liberty  Loan  drives  and,  in  fact  in  practically 
every  war  activity  where  the  hand  of  woman  could  add 
in  any  way  to  the  comfort  of  our  boys  in  the  service  or 
further  the  country's  cause  at  home,  there  the  women's 
clubs,  lodges  and  other  organizations  were  to  be  found 
working  with  a  will. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE  EPIDEMIC  OF  SPANISH  INFLUENZA 


While  the  whole  world  was  suffering  from  the 
awful  scourge  of  war,  and  when  the  carnage  was  at 
its  height;  as  if  this  were  not  enough  to  try  the  whole 
courage  of  mankind,  a  world-wide  epidemic  of  a  dis- 
ease known  as  Spanish  Influenza  added  to  the  suffer- 
ings of  humanity.  With  modern  methods  of  sanitation 
and  with  the  advanced  knowledge  in  medicine  it  was 
believed  that  war  could  never  again  produce  a  great 
epidemic  of  any  deadly  disease. 

Smallpox,  typhoid  fever,  typhus  and  the  other 
great  dreaded  diseases  of  war  had  been  conquered. 
But  it  was  found  to  the  dismay  of  inhabitants  of  all 
parts  of  the  world  that  disease  in  all  its  forms  had  not 
been  conquered.  With  a  mortality  much  greater  than 
that  of  the  war,  great  as  that  was,  Spanish  Influenza 
swept  over  the  whole  world.  The  rate  of  death  was 
highest  in  the  period  beginning  October  1918,  and  end- 
ing May  1919. 

Although  the  death  rate  ran  high  in  almost  every 
community  in  America,  it  was  highest  in  the  army 
train  camps.  The  records  of  the  surgeon  general's  of- 
fice show  that  from  September  1918  to  July  1919,  there 
were  350,981  cases  of  influenza  reported  among  troops 
in  the  United  States.  The  strength  of  command  during 
the  period  of  epdemic  was  in  April  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  men.  During  the  same  period  there 
were  reported  1,191  deaths  from  influenza,  22,256 
deaths  from  pneumonia  and  156  deaths  from  enpyema. 
Nearly  all  the  deaths  resulted  from  influenza  or  pneu- 
monia, which  so  frequently  accompanied  it.  It  cannot 
be  stated  just  what  part  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
reported  from  pneumonia  and  enpyema  were  due  pri- 
marily to  influenza.  In  the  same  period  there  were 
reported  among  troops  in  France  11,519  deaths  from 
pneumona,  203  deaths  from  influenza,  108  deaths  from 
enpyema.  Here  again  the  greater  part  of  the  deaths 
charged  to  pneumonia  were  due  primarily  to  influenza ; 
the  average  strength  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
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Forces  during  this  period  being  little  less  than  one  and 
one-half  million  men. 

While  accurate  statistics  are  not  at  hand  showing 
the  loss  in  Fayette  County  we  may  approximate  the 
loss  by  observing  conditions  in  other  places  and  in  the 
partial  statistics  that  are  to  be  had  locally.  In  the 
worst  period  in  the  epidemic  there  were  3,206  deaths 
in  St.  Louis,  12,400  in  Chicago  and  27,362  in  New  York. 
The  epidemic  reached  its  height  in  Vandalia  the  lat- 
ter part  of  November  1918.  In  the  city  of  Vandalia 
alone  there  were  but  21  cases  reported  to  Mayor 
Brooks  prior  to  October  21st.  After  that  date  the  num- 
ber of  cases  increased  almost  daily  until  November 
17th,  when  23  new  cases  were  reported.  If  the  same 
ratio  of  cases  as  to  population  existed  throughout  the 
county  it  would  indicate  that  there  were  3000  cases  at 
this  time  in  the  county. 

Some  of  the  country  districts  in  the  county  suf- 
fered more  severely  than  did  the  towns,  and  often- 
times there  were  scarcely  enough  well  in  a  community 
to  care  for  the  sick  and  to  bury  the  dead.  More  sol- 
diers from  Fayette  County  died  from  influenza  and 
pneumonia  than  from  wounds  received  in  battle. 

The  following  autumn  the  disease  again  broke  out 
in  a  severe  form  and  continued  with  more  or  less  se- 
verity throughout  the  winter ;  those  communities  in  the 
county  which  had  escaped  with  but  few  cases  the  prev- 
ious winter  suffered  most  and  the  death  rate  was  high- 
est in  these. 

During  the  epidemic's  worst  stage,  October  and 
November  1918,  it  was  necessary  to  cancel  several 
draft  calls  as  the  conditions  at  the  training  camps  were 
such  that  new  contingents  could  not  be  received.  It 
was  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  one  of  Fayette  Coun- 
ty's boys  who  had  left  home  in  perfect  health  to  fall  a 
victim  to  influenza  within  a  few  days  after  reaching 
camp. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

SOLDIER  LETTERS  AND  WAR  EXPERIENCES 


A  Voice  From  the  Furnace  of  Fire. 


Letter  to  Judge  Wm.  M.  Farmer  from  Major  J.  J, 
Bullngton,  printed  in  Vandalia  Union,  September  12, 
1918. 

France,  July  27,  1918. 
Dear  Judge : — 

I  have  been  intending  to  write  to  you  for  some 
time  but  the  necessity  of  giving  attention  to  other  things 
has  prevented  the  fulfillment  of  my  promise.  Today 
being  Sunday,  and  church  services  having  been  con- 
cluded, I  have  a  few  minutes  at  my  disposal. 

I  only  wish  I  could  talk  with  you  as  it  is  impos- 
sible to  write  adequately  or  fully  of  the  situation  here 
or  my  individual  experiences.  The  rules  of  censorship 
forbid  the  mention  of  many  things  that  would  be  of 
interest  to  you.  Perhaps  it  will  take  even  longer  to 
give  you  a  clear  and  broad  vision,  but  having  seen 
some  real  service  and  witnessed  some  actual  fighting, 
I  now  have  an  idea  of  how  it  has  been  and  probably 
will  be  done. 

I  am  close  enough  to  the  font  to  hear  the  constant 
boom  of  the  cannons  and  on  frequent  occasions  I  could 
see  the  constant  flashes  of  the  guns  as  they  were  re- 
flected on  the  walls  of  my  tent.  The  enemy's  guns 
could  reach  or  fire  beyond  me  but  there  is  so  much  in 
between  to  occupy  his  attention  that  he  has  not  tried 
it,  although  shells  have  fallen  frequently  within  1500 
yards  of  our  stopping  place. 

My  bed  is  about  two  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground  for  the  purpose  of  nullifying  the  effect  of  side 
bursts  of  the  shells.  One  cannot  have  protection  from 
above  as  scarcely  anything  will  stop  them.  Only  a 
deep  dugout  will  suffice  and  that  is  impracticable  for 
many.  One  of  the  difficulties  is  the  plane.  Oftentimes 
I  have  lain  between  my  blankets  while  a  Hun  plane 
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hovered  over  head  and  dropped  his  bombs  nearby.  Last 
night  was  the  worst  we  have  had.  Fully  thirty  bombs 
were  dropped  within  a  radius  of  five  hundred  yards  and 
this  morning  the  gaping  holes  in  the  ground  testify  to 
their  power.  Fortunately  not  a  person  was  hit  al- 
though fragments  went  into  some  of  the  tents  and  one 
piece  pierced  through  a  rain  coat  and  cut  through  an 
oil  can  wihin  six  inches  of  a  man's  head.  Some  would 
call  it  miraculous,  others  would  say  that  it  was  one  of 
the  freaks  of  fortune,  while  others  still  attribute  it  to 
Providential  watchfulness. 

It  is  certainly  an  uncanny  feeling  to  lie  there  and 
imagine  the  plane  is  immediately  above  you.  There  is 
nothing  you  can  do  to  help  your  situation  as  it  is  more 
dangerous  to  get  out  than  to  stay.  Regardless  of  where 
it  is  you  think  it  is  immediately  overhead  as  you  begin 
to  make  yourself  as  small  as  possible.  Suddenly  you 
hear  a  s-w-i-s-s,  a  dull  thud  and  a  boom.  It  has  struck 
fifty  or  five  hundred  yards  away  and  you  wonder  whom 
it  struck  and  when  and  where  the  next  one  will  follow. 
Ofttimes  the  guns  get  busy,  shrapnel  is  flying  every- 
where, the  searchlights  are  darting  here  and  there  in 
the  sky  and  shortly  the  hum  of  the  plane  grows  weaker 
and  weaker  and  finally  you  can  hear  it  no  more.  Then 
you  give  a  sigh  of  relief,  utter  a  curse  and  a  prayer  and 
turn  over  and  go  to  sleep. 

I  have  been  in  the  front  lines  several  times  and  in 
No  Man's  Land  occasionally.  Last  Tuesday  I  returned 
from  a  tour  of  duty  there  and  am  now  waiting  another 
turn.  I  could  look  over  the  parapet  and  see  the  Boche 
trenches  from  two  to  five  hundred  yards  away.  It  is 
not  safe  to  do  too  much  peeping  but  you  just  can't 
resist  the  temptation  to  look  every  so  often.  The  mo- 
ment of  greatest  torture  to  me  was  when  I  was  out  in 
front  and  suddenly  a  flare  went  up  before  I  could  get 
down.  We  had  been  instructed  to  stand  still.  I  for- 
got my  instructions  but  I  stood  still.  I  could  not  have 
moved  if  I  had  wanted  to.  It  seemed  to  me  that  every 
Hun  was  looking  at  me  and  was  merely  prolonging  my 
agony  before  pulling  the  trigger;  that  the  machine 
guns  were  ready  and  even  the  cannons  were  opening 
their  gaping  mouths  ready  to  grind  me  to  pieces,  and 
that  darned  flare  burned  on,  how  long  I  do  not  know, 
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but  it  was  not  less  than  a  score  of  years.  Suddenly,  but 
gradually  it  went  out  and  down  I  went.  Zip,  bang! 
went  the  machine  gun  bullets  as  they  swept  over  me. 
But  it  was  no  doubt  a  part  of  the  traverse  and  perhaps 
not  one  had  seen  me.  I  felt  of  myself  to  see  if  I  had 
assumed  my  normal  size  and  sneaked  back  into  our 
lines.  I  may  forget  everything  else  but  I  will  never 
forget  that  incident  and  yet  ever  so  many  go  through 
the  same  experiences  night  after  night. 

Another  thrilling  experience  is  the  shelling.  You 
can't  get  used  to  that.  It  is  so  tremendous  and  power- 
ful that  all  you  can  do  is  to  wait  and  hope.  You  can 
hear  them  coming,  and  to  a  certain  extent,  gauge  them, 
but  the  ones  that  come  close  are  the  most  difficult  to 
guess.  While  walking  along  a  trench  a  few  days  ago 
a  shell  struck  about  fifty  feet  in  front  of  me.  I  heard  it 
coming  and  crouched  against  the  wall  of  the  trench  un- 
der a  small  overhead  bridge  that  happened  to  be  near. 

When  I  raised  up  a  few  minutes  later  I  was  cov- 
ered with  dirt  and  fragments  of  shell  were  lying  all 
around.  I  picked  one  of  them  up  but  let  go  of  it  at 
once  as  it  was  scorching  hot.  So  far  I  have  escaped  in- 
jury but  have  had  some  close  calls.  It  is  the  same  with 
everyone  near  the  front.  Those  in  the  rear  have  noth- 
ing but  the  plane  to  fear  and  that  decreases  as  the  dis- 
tance increases.  Only  once  have  I  been  in  a  real  bar- 
rage and  that  was  one  laid  down  by  our  troops  preced- 
ing a  raid.  It  was  tremendous  and  magnificent.  I 
knew  it  was  coming  and  watched  the  hands  of  my 
watch  as  they  slowly  moved  to  the  fatal  point.  On  the 
tick  of  the  second  it  seemed  that  the  earth  and  the  heav- 
ens had  met.  Cannons  boomed,  shells  shrieked,  ma- 
chine guns  cracked,  flares  went  up  and  on  the  distant 
hillside  you  could  see  the  shells  dropping  like  the  edge 
of  an  approaching  shower  when  the  sun  is  shining. 
Slowly  it  moved  up  the  hillside  and  behind  it  went  the 
straight  and  silent  forms  of  our  men  as  they  walked  in 
the  rear  of  the  moving  shower  of  steel.  With  the  rifles 
at  high  port,  the  bayonets  glistening  in  the  light  created 
by  the  fury  of  the  onslaught,  steadily  and  firmly  the 
unbroken  line  moved  on.  When  the  trenches  were 
reached  you  could  see  them  jump  into  them  and  across 
them  and  then  it  was  that  men  were  transformed  into 
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demons.  With  bullet,  bayonet  and  grenade  the  enemy 
was  driven  out  and  the  retreating  forms  disappeared 
in  the  darkness.  The  unfortunate  ones  lay  strewn  on 
the  ground,  the  "kamerad"  ofttimes  coming  too  late. 
For  thirty-five  minutes  it  continued  and  on  they  went. 
The  guns  from  the  other  side  answered.  It  was  interest- 
ing to  hear  the  shells  go  over.  It  was  more  exciting  to 
hear  the  shells  come  back.  Soon  a  rocket  in  the  air  glist- 
ening like  a  silver  star  announced  that  the  objective 
had  been  reached.  Slowly  the  return  was  made,  the  line 
reforming  and  returning  with  the  same  precision  as 
they  went.  Wounded  friend  and  foe  were  gathered  up 
where  the  faithful  stretcher  bearer  had  not  had  time 
to  go,  and  soon  thereafter  the  startled  and  broken  voice 
of  the  prisoners  was  giving  information  that  was  laying 
the  foundation  for  another  attack  swiftly  to  follow. 
The  next  morning  the  few  still  bodies  lying  in  the  rear, 
the  bandaged  arms  and  limping  boys  bore  testimony  of 
the  part  they  had  taken  in  the  struggle  for  the  liberty 
of  humanity.  Monuments  of  barke  in  the  green  of 
peaceful  cemeteries  proclaim  no  greater  heroes  than 
the  little  white  crosses  beneath  the  broken  tree  on  the 
hillside.  No  tongue  or  pen  can  pay  greater  tribute  than 
to  say,  "He  went  over  the  top." 

This  life  is  not  without  its  pleasures  as  well  as 
hardships.  It  is  nerve-racking  at  times.  I  do  not  won- 
der that  many  men  are  not  able  to  stand  it  long.  A 
philosophy  that  sustains  whatever  befalls,  is  necessary. 
The  element  of  chance  enters  largely  into  your  fortune. 
You  can  be  careful  but  that  does  not  protect  you  al- 
ways. It  is  no  place  for  the  timid  or  cowardly.  Your 
enthusiasm  for  your  country  and  the  cause  makes  you 
forget  consequences  and  you  fairly  itch  to  get  hold  of 
a  Hun.  To  do  that  you  will  endure  hunger,  fatigue 
and  discomfort.  You  will  stand  in  muddy  trenches  if 
necessary,  cut  your  way  through  wire  entanglements, 
face  every  instrument  of  death  that  the  ingenuity  of 
mankind  has  been  able  to  invent  and  perfect,  in  order 
to  strike  the"  one  blow  that  is  your  contribution  to  the 
force  that  is  destined  to  destroy  Germanism. 

We  are  going  to  win.  No  one  doubts  it.  It  may 
take  longer  than  we  think.  We  may  have  temporary 
defeats  and  temporary  successes  but  the  tide  has 
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turned.  Our  army  is  a  massive  machine  requiring  all 
parts  to  act  in  harmony  and  just  as  soon  as  it  functions 
properly  nothing  can  stop  it.  You  may  lose  patience 
but  you  must  not  lose  faith.  The  toll  may  be  heavy  but 
in  the  end  it  will  be  worth  the  price.  Our  line  of  re- 
inforcements extends  back  into  every  community  in  our 
land  and  if  each  one  does  his  part  the  conquest  will  be 
complete.  Failure  to  contribute  is  but  to  prolong  the 
struggle.  At  some  future  time  I  will  write  you  more 
about  myself  personally.  I  am  in  good  health  and  have 
not  lost  a  minute  from  my  battalion.  The  only  portions 
of  France  I  have  seen  are  those  over  which  I  have 
marched  and  operated.  I  have  lost  weight  but  not 
enough  to  cause  me  to  worry.  The  only  vacation  I  have 
had  was  four  days  in  the  front  lines  with  other  troops, 
where  I  had  no  responsibility  but  my  own  safety.  I  am 
waiting  until  this  war  is  over  and  then  will  rest  for  a 
week. 

I  trust  you  will  remember  me  to  my  friends  and  tell 
them  I  am  doing  my  bit,  just  like  over  a  million  other 
fellows  are  doing.  I  am  glad  I  can  do  it.  If  the  boys 
over  there  knew  what  the  boys  over  here  are  doing 
they  would  have  no  hesitancy  in  coming  over  to  help  us 
finish. 

I  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  and  while  I 
know  you  are  busy  I  will  appreciate  a  line.  You  know 
a  letter  from  just  anyone  will  be  welcome. 

With  best  wishes  to  yourself  and  family,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 
JOHN  J.  BULLINGTON. 


Extract  From  Letter  of  Maj.  Bullington  Written  at  La- 
ter Date  to  Mrs.  Bullington. 


Over  two  weeks  ago  we  came  to  this  section  and  stopped  for 
a  rest  in  a  small  village  that  was*  quite  enjoyable.  While  there  I 
wrote  four  letters  to  Edna,  and  since  I  know  she  cannot  keep  a 
letter  any  better  than  a  secret  I  presume  you  know  about  our 
stay  there.  Last  week  we  came  here  and  perhaps  we  will  be  here 
until  we  move  again.  That  is  very  definite  information  but  it 
is  all  I  know  and  since  it  will  not  give  aid,  information  or  com- 
fort to  the  enemy  I  feel  justified  in  passing  it  to  you.  I  am  well 
situated,  protected  from  the  enemy  so  long  as  I  stay  inside  the 
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dug-out,  and  am  also  protected  from  the  drizzling  rain  that  has 
been  falling  since  our  coming  in  two  nights  ago.  Of  course  there 
are  times  when  I  must  go  about  my  duties  and  then  I  am  more  or 
less  exposed  but  it  is  not  nearly  so  bad  as  in  former  sectors. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  historic  spot  of  the  war.  I  wish  I 
might  be  permitted  to  describe  it  to  you,  but  even  that  would  not 
be  satisfactory  because  words  cannot  describe  what  is  here.  How- 
ever facile  the  pen,  however  fluent  the  words,  however  versatile 
the  mind,  one  cannot  make  another  understand  what  it  is  like. 
One  must  be  a  part  of  the  great  force  and  live  the  life  of  a  soldier 
for  a  period  to  understand  it.  Even  then  there  are  limitations. 
You  must  feel  it  and  to  do  that  you  must  see  the  barren  hills  and 
valleys,  the  deadened,  splintered  stumps  of  trees,  the  battered 
villages,  the  lines  of  trenches  here  and  there  over  the  hillsides, 
the  wire  entanglements,  the  myriad  shell  holes  and  the  many  little 
crosses  that  mark  the  spot  where  only  a  portion  of  the  innumer- 
able dead  lie  beneath  the  sod,  the  penalty  paid  by  one  army,  the 
sacrifice  made  by  another.  Nearby  is  a  ravine,  where  I  am  told 
thirty  thousand  bodies  were  gathered  and  covered  up,  the  harvest 
of  a  small  sector  during  a  battle  that  continued  many  days.  The 
Bloody  Angle  at  Gettysburg  pales  into  insignificance  when  com- 
pared with  Dead  Man's  Trench  and  The  Hill  of  Death.  Almost 
within  the  range  of  natural  vision  it  is  estimated  a  million  men 
have  been  killed. 

Looking  across  the  barren  hill  tops  during  the  day,  one  can 
see  no  signs  of  life,  no  indications  of  either  friend  or  foe,  but 
should  the  call  come,  two  armies  would  appear  as  if  by  magic, 
and  a  struggle  would  ensue  that  would  perhaps  add  thousands  to 
the  already  innumerable  dead.  Such  is  war,  such  is  this  war  at 
least,  and  such  is  this  place,  where  I  sit  in  a  sheltered  hole  and  by 
the  dim  light  of  a  candle  write  to  you,  the  stillness  of  the  night 
broken  by  the  shriek  of  a  shell  as  it  passes  over  to  levy  its  toll, 
the  darkness  of  the  moonless  night  broken  only  by  the  flare,  that 
slowly  ascending,  lights  up  No  Man's  Land  to  disclose  creeping 
forms  advancing  to  capture  or  kill. 

Sometimes  on  a  cloudless  night  I  look  up  at  the  stars  and 
wonder  if  they  are  the  same  stars  that  look  down  upon  peaceful, 
happy  and  quiet  homes  in  OUR  land  so  far  away.  When  one 
remembers  the  carnage,  the  bloodshed,  the  agony,  the  horror  of 
it  all,  and  realizes  that  the  cup  is  not  yet  full,  he  cries  out  almost 
in  despair,  "O  God  how  long  must  it  continue?" 

I  have  no  news  to  write  to  you.  I  can't  tell  you  about  our 
neighbors  as  we  are  not  on  speaking  terms.  I  use  the  word 
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^neighbors'*  advisably  as  it  is  self-explanatory  of  our  relations. 
I  haven't  seen  anyone  you  know  for  a  month.  I  can't  tell  you 
any  war  news  as  you  get  it  as  quickly  and  more  promptly  than 
I,  only  that  I  can  say  that  I  have  never  yet  known  the  newspapers 
here  to  print  untruths  about  the  battles.  I  know  that  We  are 
licking  the  stuffin  out  of  them  and  that  is  almost  news  enough. 
We  are  doing  our  best  and  1  know  you  are  proud  of  us.  The 
people  back  home  are  doing  their  best  and  you  cannot  imagine 
how  proud  we  are  of  them.  Just  just  keep  on  over  there  and  we 
will  keep  on  over  here.  Sometime  it  will  be  over.  I  hope  it  will 
be  sooner  than  all  of  us  expect.  I  am  playing  a  very  small  part 
but  am  trying  to  do  my  duty  in  every  respect. 


A  Private  in  Texas  Camp. 


Camp  Logan,  Houston,  Texas. 

October  26,  1917. 
The  Vandalia  Union, 
Editor  Union: — 

Two  weeks  ago  today  Company  I  set  foot  on  Texas  soil,  and 
ever  since  we  have  been  going  some  from  first  call  until  retreat. 
They  have  started  in  on  us  just  as  though  we  had  never  drilled  a 
day  in  our  life  before  we  came  here.  All  drills  and  movements 
are  given  to  us  just  as  they  did  when  we  first  started  into  drilling 
on  the  streets  of  Vandalia. 

We  will  soon  have  about  100  of  the  drafted  men  from  Camp 
Grant,  Rockford,  111.,  assigned  to  this  Company,  so  it  will  bring 
us  up  to  the  real  war  strength  of  250  men  each.  Some  of  them 
have  arrived  and  have  been  assigned  to  Company  A. 

I  see  by  the  Illinois  papers  that  you  are  having  some  winter 
weather  at  present.  We  can't  feel  the  effect  of  it  in  the  least;  all 
the  change  in  the  weather  that  we  can  notice  was  a  most  welcome 
rain  last  night  and  believe  me  it  did  rain  some  too,  the  dust  was  so 
deep  though,  that  about  all  it  could  do  was  to  settle  it.  The  sun 
came  out  just  as  hot  as  ever  today,  just  like  an  Illinois  summer 
day.  Had  a  Texas  sand  storm  on  Thursday.  Every  time  that  we 
had  mess  we  would  get  away  with  about  a  peck  of  this  foreign  soil. 

Major  Bullington's  wife  and  two  children,  Captain  Easter- 
day's  mother  and  (Lieut.  Bullington's  wife  were  in  camp  today 
for  a  visit.  They  also  reviewed  the  Regimental  parade  of  the 
entire  130th  U.  S.  Infantry. 

Several  members  of  Company  I  have  been  transferred  to 
other  departments  of  this  regiment:  Chas.  Scott  to  the  Supply 
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Company;  Fred  Pruitt,  W.  R.  Bell  and  Glen  Goodson  to  Head- 
quarters Company.  Charles  Snerly  has  been  appointed  Company 
Clerk.  He  now  ranks  as  a  Corporal. 

The  ground  around  here  is  very  level,  no  hills  big  enough  to 
speak  of,  none  of  them  are  as  big  as  the  one  near  the  new  ceme- 
tery in  Vandalia. 

Ted  Oliver  was  stung  on  one  of  his  thumbs  by  some  kind 
of  a  Texas  flying  bug.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  but  soon  re- 
turned to  the  ranks  with  the  stung  member  painted  with  iodine. 

Sergt.  Sehert  had  a  birthday  one  day  this  week.  He  says  he 
received  so  many  cards,  that  he  don't  think  he  will  get  them  all 
answered  before  we  start  for  France. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  has  a  soldier  special  which 
started  last  Wednesday  night.  Leaves  Camp  Logan  at  7:00  P.  M. 
and  returns  at  11:00  P.  M.  The  fare  one  way  is  lOc.  The  auto- 
mobiles charge  15c  to  get  to  Houston  and  as  much  as  they  can 
get  returning. 

Wednesday  was  Liberty  Loan  Day  in  Texas.  The  soldiers 
all  had  a  holiday,  that  is  after  the  big  parade  in  Houston.  The 
129th,  130th  and  the  8th  Illinois  (colored)  marched  from  the 
Camp  into  Houston,  paraded  the  main  section  of  the  city,  re- 
turning via  street  cars  and  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad. 

There  is  no  illness  to  speak  of  among  the  members  of  Com- 
pany I.  All  seem  very  well  contented  so  far. 

Jevous  remercie  beaucoup, 

ROBERT  L.  WADE. 
Co.  I,  130th  U.  S.  Inft. 


Dr.  Mark  Greer  Writes  From  England. 


Chatham,  England,  Nov.  22,  1917. 
Vandalia  Union, 

Vandalia,  111. 
Dear  Sir: — 

I  am  taking  the  opportunity  of  giving  you  a  little  news  from 
England.  I  guess  you  are  hearing  from  all  the  boys  who  left  Van- 
dalia and  vicinity  to  enter  the  service.  I  hope  they  are  all  getting 
along  all  right  and  I  would  sure  enjoy  seeing  them  and  having  a 
good  evening  in  getting  their  side  of  the  game  as  well  as  telling 
them  some  of  the  interesting  parts  of  my  short  career  in  the 
army.  As  yet,  the  only  news  I  have  received  from  home  is  an 
edition  of  the  Vandalia  Union  printed  October  4th.  My  mail 
seems  to  have  been  lost  in  some  way  as  I  should  have  received  a 
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few  letters  by  this  time.  The  fish  out  in  the  Atlantic  might  have 
gotten  some  of  it.  Anyway  I  enjoyed  the  Union  and  hope  to  get 
more. 

As  to  how  I  am  getting  along  at  Fort  Pitt,  I  do  not  have  any 
trouble  in  getting  enough  work  to  do.  I  have  charge  of  two  large 
wards  of  twenty-five  beds  each.  Both  are  surgical  wards.  Most 
of  the  cases  we  get  in  are  cases  of  infected  wounds. 

The  gun  shot  wounds  are  terribly  infectious  and  rather  hard 
to  treat.  I  have  one  fellow  with  about  fifty  wounds  caused  by 
.small  pieces  of  shrapnel  ranging  in  size  from  a  pin  head  to  as 
large  as  one's  hand.  He  is  also  minus  one  leg.  In  spite  of  all 
this  he  is  very  cheerful,  seems  to  always  have  a  smile  and  will 
undoubtedly  get  well.  His  son  who  has  been  fighting  in  France 
was  over  to  see  him,  having  been  given  a  leave  of  a  few  days. 
They  sure  were  a  happy  pair.  All  the  wounded  boys  are  a  won- 
derful happy  lot  and  always  appreciate  any  thing  you  do  for  them. 
As  soon  as  they  are  able  to  be  moved  after  their  operation  they 
are  sent  out  to  voluntary  aid  detachments  where  they  stay  until 
fit  to  be  discharged  or  returned  to  light  or  general  service.  The 
beds  are  always  full  as  they  come  in  as  fast  as  the  beds  are  emp- 
tied. 

Our  staff  here  consists  of  five  American  men  and  ten  Eng- 
lish. Three  of  our  boys  are  awaiting  orders  for  France,  as  they 
have  been  here  two  months;  as  a  rule  they  are  being  sent  over 
after  six  weeks  training  in  England.  One  of  the  boys  soon  to  go 
is  Lieut.  Hayes,  of  Decatur,  Illinois.  Most  of  the  English  men 
have  seen  service.  One  was  a  prisoner  for  a  year  and  a  half  in 
Germany,  being  captured  on  the  Somme  front.  Another  was 
gassed,  one  had  trench  fever,  another  came  home  from  Gallipoli, 
with  malaria.  As  soon  as  they  are  found  fit  they  will  be  sent 
back  into  active  field  service.  This  is  pretty  warm  initiation  as  the 
boys  wrote  back  and  told  us. 

I  do  not  know  how  long  we  will  be  with  the  British  army. 
We  are  loaned  to  them.  They  are  very  much  in  need  of  medical 
men  so  we  might  be  kept  with  them  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
I  hope  to  get  with  the  United  States  boys  when  they  get  over.  It 
would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  all  of  us. 

I  hope  the  people  are  waking  up  over  there  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  really  in  a  great  and  terrible  war,  that  it  will  mean  many 
sacrifices  and  that  the  end  is  far  away.  When  I  left  America  it 
seemed  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  the  war  would  be  over 
in  a  few  months  and  that  our  boys  would  never  see  much  of  the 
war  over  here.  Unless  something  miraculous  takes  place  +>e  ones 
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in  training  now  and  quite  a  few  more  will  have  to  come  over.  The 
situation  in  the  East  looks  pretty  bad.  From  our  side  the  battle 
must  be  decided  on  the  Western  front  with  the  French,  English 
and  Americans  and  only  after  some  very  hard  fighting. 

The  living  is  rather  expensive  here.  Food  is  rather  scarce. 
A  half  pound  of  sugar  is  the  allowance  per  capita  here.  Coal 
is  about  ten  dollars  per  ton  in  England  and  reported  seventy 
dollars  in  Paris  and  one  hundred  dollars  per  ton  in  Italy.  Wales 
has  plenty  of  coal  but  it  is  hard  to  get  men  to  mine  it.  Tea  and: 
coffee  are  very  high  and  good  butter  is  not  to  be  found.  Mutton 
is  the  cheapest  and  most  favorite  meat  over  here. 

Next  week  the  air  raids  will  probably  start  again  as  the 
moon  comes  out  then.  Then  airplanes  come  over  on  clear  nights 
as  they  can  get  their  surroundings  better  and  our  searchlights 
cannot  locate  them  on  a  clear  night.  They  make  quite  a  noise 
and  the  big  guns  firing  at  them  sure  beats  any  4th  of  July  I  ever 
saw  in  Vandalia.  The  first  one  I  was  in  kept  us  up  until  3:30 
A.  M.  They  always  come  by  here  as  we  are  in  the  line  to  London. 

Well,  I  hope  to  hear  from  Vandalia  soon  that  the  boys  are 
getting  along  and  that  everybody  young  and  old  is  waking  up  as 
to  the  war  and  trying  to  do  their  bit. 

Very  truly  yours, 
LIEUT.  MARK  GREEK. 

P.  S. — Kindly  send  paper  to  Lieut.  Mark  Greer,  M.  O.  R.  C. 
care  American  Express  Co.  6  Haymarket  S.  W.  London,  England. 


From  A  Fighting  Marine. 


May  7,  1918. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Lakin, 
Friend  Jesse: — 

Since  coming  back  from  the  front  lines  have  been  busy  writ- 
ing letters,  washing  clothes  and  sleeping  and  will  try  and  write 
that  long  delayed  letter  which  no  doubt  you  have  been  expectng. 

We  have  been  at  the  front  for  some  days  now  and  have  had 
very  good  luck  and  so  far  I  like  it  all  0.  K.  In  fact  you  don't 
have  to  duck  so  much  shell  fire  as  you  do  in  a  rest  camp  unless  it 
is  far  behind  the  lines  but  most  of  them  are  close  by  and  they 
continuously  shell  us. 

This  is  about  the  best  place  we  have  struck  so  far.  Been 
here  some  days  and  believe  me  it  is  appreciated  as  you  sure  need 
a  rest  after  spending  several  days  ducking  Fritz's  shells  as  he 
sures  hates  the  Yanks.  When  the  French  are  in  this  sector  they 
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seem  to  know  that  they  are  not  coming  over  or  something  of  the 
sort  for  they  don't  bother  them  at  all.  Just  as  soon  as  we  get 
around  they  shoot  about  fifty  gas  shells  then  a  few  high  explo- 
sives, give  you  a  rest  for  a  few  hours  probably,  then  tear  in  again. 

Been  in  a  couple  of  attacks  that  they  never  succeeded  in  get- 
ting any  where  except  shooting  h out  of  our  trenches.  No 

one  hurt  and  felt  as  good  as  I  do  now.  You  naturally  have  a 
tendency  to  feel  a  little  shaky  at  first  but  when  you  look  over 
to  see  Fritzie  coming  over  you  get  pretty  sore  and  forget  to  be 
nervous. 

We  are  among  the  French  continuously  and  "poly  voe"  a 
little  bit.  They  sure  are  the  real  goods.  What  they  don't  know 
aWbut  this  war  no  one  knows. 

Am  sitting  here  with  six  other  marines  in  a  dugout  with 
a  wooden  floor,  stove  and  very  safe  from  any  kind  of  shell  fire  or 
air  raids.  All  trenches  and  dugouts  are  not  the  same  as  you 
might  expect  to  see  over  here  as  they  are  pretty  well  torn  up. 

The  trenches  at  home  are  great  and  are  models  to  these  here 
and  the  boys  coming  over  do  not  want  to  be  disappointed  as  they 
won't  find  things  like  that  here.  You  have  to  contend  with  lots 
of  things  that  you  wouldn't  think  of  doing  in  the  States.  Your 
feet  are  wet  most  of  the  time  and  you  stand  in  mud  in  most 
trenches.  Some  have  wooden  walks  but  most  of  them  are  bad. 
You  are  out  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  ready  to  jump  out  of  your 
bunk  any  second.  Speaking  of  bunks  they  are  mostly  made  of 
two  boards  with  chicken  or  barbed  wire  of  some  kind  stretched 
across  it  and  your  blankets.  Sleep  with  our  shoes  on  at  all  times 
and  your  gun  and  helmet  on  your  arm. 

You  can  imagine  about  ten  or  twenty  days  such  as  that  in 
the  front  line.  You  get  pretty  seedy;  of  course  you  can  take  a 
bird  bath  in  the  trench  if  you  can  get  enough  water. 

So  far  I  haven't  caught  any  "trench  cooties"  as  they  call 
them.  Have  been  very  healthy  and  feel  fine. 

We  get  pretty  good  chow  now  and  have  learned  to  like  it  no 
matter  what  it  is.  Beans  or  slum  mostly. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  in  every  Camp  and  you  can  get  tobacco, 
candy  and  such  as  that  when  you  have  any  money.  These  French 
francs  don't  go  so  awful  far.  Two  francs  for  a  small  half  pint 
of  jam  which  would  cost  about  lOc  in  the  States,  40c  here;  same 
way  with  all  swee't  stuff. 

Don't  think  this  is  going  to  last  so  long  from  the  way  the 
Germans  are  losing  men.  It  will  be  lucky  if  it  does  end  for  those 
Dutch  before  two  million  Yanks  get  over  here.  All  are  taking 
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hold  and  working  hard  to  win  everywhere  they  are  holding  any 
ground.  There  is  lots  to  take  and  give  over  here  but  by  doing  so- 
I  am  sure  we  will  come  home  with  the  Kaiser.  Here  is  hoping  so. 
This  is  growing  lengthy  and  must  close.  Hoping  this  finds, 
every  one  all  O.  K.  Yours  truly, 

CORPORAL  C.  E.  KIRK, 
82nd.  Co.,  6th  Regt. 
U.  S.  Marines,  France. 


War  Experiences  of  a  Fayette  County  Woman. 


The  following  is  illustrative  of  the  service  which  American 
women  rendered  in  the  Great  War  and  of  the  courage  which  they 
displayed  in  braving  dangers  such  as  had  never  attended  a  like 
service  before.  It  is  with  a  due  sense  of  pride  that  we  record 
the  following  extract  from  an  account  of  the  experiences  and 
services  of  Miss  Gertrude  Chapman  of  Vandalia  as  we  have  it 
from  her  own  hand: 

"I  give  a  few  notes  on  the  trip  over,  the  bombing  of  Paris 
by  the  Germans,  canteen  work  near  the  front,  and  conditions  in 
the  Balkans.  I  do  not  send  these  notes  for  publication  in  connec- 
tion with  my  own  small  part  in  the  work,  but  to  give  a  better  idea 
of  American  Red  Cross  service  and  the  experiences  of  many 
women  in  its  ranks.  I  hesitate  about  sending  anything,  for,  sum- 
ming up,  it  was  the  duty  and  privilege  of  all  to  serve  our  country 
and  uphold  its  ideals.  We  all  are  proud — proud  of  our  country 
and  of  having  served — and  our  histories  are  apt  to  prompt  the 
question  of  the  small  boy,  "Uncle,  didn't  any  one  help  you  win 
the  war?" 

Sailed  for  France,  via  of  Liverpool  and  London,  in  convoy 
of  eleven  ships,  two  of  them  battle  ships.  On  arrival  in  danger 
zone,  were  surrounded  by  destroyers  and  sub-chasers.  Had  boat 
drills;  each  one  was  assigned  to  a  life  boat.  No  one  was  allowed 
anywhere  without  a  life  belt.  No  lights  were  allowed.  At  one 
time  a  number  of  shots  were  fired;  another  time  a  smoke  ring  was 
put  out.  Do  not  know  what  happened.  The  convoy  just  ahead 
of  us  reached  the  danger  zone  in  the  bright  moonlight  and  one  of 
the  boats  was  torpedoed  and  sunk.  Those  great  ships,  loaded  with 
troops,  were  a  sight  that  stirred  one's  blood — fighting  blood.  That 
was  only  one  of  many,  many  convoys — the  answer  to  the  sinking 
of  the  Lusitania  and  Germany's  ruthless  war  to  override  the  world. 

London  was  dark.  Crossed  the  channel  at  night.  Reached 
Paris  at  night;  streets  and  houses  all  dark.  The  third  night  after 
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our  arrival  in  Paris,  experienced  a  German  air  raid,  and  shortly 
thereafter  we  were  introduced  to  "Big  Bertha."  At  intervals, 
the  Germans  bombarded  Paris  by  day  with  the  long-range  guns, 
and  at  night  with  planes.  The  air  raids  occurred  on  bright  nights ; 
sometimes  two  in  one  night.  One  would  hear  the  far-off  sirens 
and  then  the  nearer  ones.  The  distant  barrage  would  begin  and 
grow  nearer  and  nearer  until  the  guns  all  over  the  city  were  fir- 
ing. Four  minutes  after  the  first  alarm,  all  lights  were  cut  off. 
Paris  took  refuge  in  her  cellars  and  underground  places.  Very 
few  of  the  women  workers  at  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Hostess  House 
went  into  the  cellar — perhaps  three  or  four.  We  were  ordered, 
however,  to  come  down  to  the  ground  floor  in  case  of  fire  or  the 
stairs  should  be  wrecked.  Had  a  bomb  struck  the  hotel,  or  even 
in  the  street  outside,  we  would  have  been  only  a  part  of  the  de- 
bris. When  they  did  strike,  not  many  blocks  away  the  whole 
house  shook.  We  sat  around  talking,  reading,  writing,  some 
dozing  off,  until  the  raids  were  over.  Sometimes  we  were  aroused 
a  second  time  in  one  night.  Sometimes  we  were  so  tired  that  we 
just  turned  over  and  went  to  sleep  again.  "Big  Bertha"  would 
begin  early  in  the  morning  and  fire  at  short  intervals  until  night. 
Sometimes  the  shells  would  strike  far  off;  sometimes  near  Head- 
quarters. One  got  used  to  those  things  in  a  short  time  and  took 
them  as  a  matter  of  course.  In  fact,  we  wondered  what  was 
the  matter  with  the  Germans  if  they  neglected  us  for  a  longer 
interval  than  usual.  Bill  was  on  the  wrong  track;  he  only  got  us 
"riled." 

The  American  Red  Cross  Canteens,  established  at  hospitals 
for  the  injured  received  from  the  front  and  from  field  dressing 
stations,  were  in  tents,  and  our  experiences  and  duties  were  var- 
ied. We  lived  in  cold  tent  or  barrack;  waded  around  in  the  rain 
and  mud;  built  the  canteen  fires;  made  cocoa  and  sandwiches; 
washed  tin  cups  and  kettles;  visited  the  hospital  wards  and  dis- 
tributed chocolate,  chewing  gum,  cigarettes,  and  magazines — 
sometimes  the  paper  from  Paris;  wrote  letters  for  those  unable  to 
do  so.  In  the  receiving  ward  as  the  injured  were  brought  in,  and 
through  the  hospital  trains  when  patients  were  evacuated,  we 
served  hot  cocoa,  sandwiches,  cake  chocolate,  and  cigarettes — as 
permitted  by  the  doctors.  We  saw  our  planes  fly  over  in  battle 
formation;  the  troops  going  up  to  the  front;  heard  the  roar  of 
the  guns  and  saw  the  flashes  at  night.  Then  the  wounded  would 
begin  to  come  in.  Most  often  they  were  brought  in  and  were 
evacuated  during  the  night — through  the  cold,  rain,  and  mud.  It 
will  always  be  a  great  wonder  to  us  how  the  ambulance  drivers 
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kept  the  roads — bad  roads  too.  The  other  great  wonder  to  us 
was  the  cheerfulness,  courage,  and  patience  of  the  wounded.  Ger- 
man planes  killed  one  man  and  injured  another  at  one  hospital, 
but  the  bombs  dropped  at  the  other  hospital  only  shattered  win- 
dows. (This  refers  to  the  two  Evacuation  Hospitals  previously 
mentioned). 

The  Balkans,  already  weakened  by  the  Balkan  War,  at  the 
close  of  the  World  War  were  utterly  unable  to  cope  with  condi- 
tions alone.  In  many  parts  villages  had  been  destroyed  and  the 
surrounding  country  pillaged.  The  people  were  in  rags,  home- 
less, dying  of  hunger,  exposure  and  disease.  The  few  hospitals 
were  overflowing  with  patients;  without  medicines,  beds  or  bed 
clothing;  patients  lying  on  the  floors  on  dirty  rags  or  straw,  un- 
cared  for;  (typhus,  consumptive,  and  other  patients  all  packed 
together).  Most  of  the  doctors  had  been  killed  in  the  war  and 
the  Balkans  have  no  trained  nurses.  Parentless  children  roamed 
the  streets  or  were  huddled  in  orphanages,  they  too  without  suffi- 
cient food,  clothing,  beds  and  care. 

Montenegro  and  Albania  have  no  railroads.  Transportation 
is  by  ox-cart,  donkey  or  horse.  The  people  (principally  the  wom- 
en) carry  heavy  loads  long  distances  over  the  mountains.  Ser- 
bia's railroads  were  practically  destroyed — scarcely  a  bridge  or 
station  was  left  intact  from  Salonica  to  Belgrade.  Her  cattle 
and  horses  had  been  killed  or  seized. 

The  home  of  the  poor — usually  only  one  room — dirt  floor,- 
no  furniture,  a  twig  fire  in  one  corner,  the  only  chimney  a  hole  in 
the  roof,  or  the  door;  probably  no  fire  at  all,  for  wood  was  scarce; 
often  an  emaciated,  sick  child  or  grown-up  lying  on  rags  in  one 
corner.  It  was  truly  the  survival  of  the  strongest.  Yet  their 
spirit  was  undaunted  and  they  fought  all  these  years.  Serbia  was 
the  backbone  of  the  Balkans  in  the  war.  Montenegro  has  fought 
for  independence  for  500  years.  Albania  too  loves  independence. 

In  most  parts  of  these  countries,  native  life  is  very  primitive. 
Yet  before  the  war,  the  people  had  the  necessities  of  life  and  even 
plenty.  They  raise  their  own  food.  They  raise  the  sheep  for 
wool,  the  silkworm  to  spin  the  silk,  and  the  plants  for  cotton  and 
linen,  and  weave  by  hand  their  own  cloth.  A  native  woman  or 
child  walking  along  the  mountain  roads,  a  load  strapped  to  her 
back,  or  in  the  field  herding  goats,  would  be  spinning  yarn  by  hand 
or  knitting.  They  till  the  fields  with  hoes  or  a  forked  limb  shaped 
like  a  plow.  Few  steel  plows  are  seen.  The  fields  of  the  average 
peasant  are  small  and  often  hilly  and  rocky. 

Yours  very  truly, 
GERTRUDE  CHAPMAN. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


The  American  Legion  is  an  organization  of  ex- 
service  men  who  served  in  the  Great  War  whose  origin 
dates  back  to  February  1919,  when  a  group  of  Amer- 
ican officers  met  in  Paris  to  discuss  the  problems  con- 
cerning the  return  of  soldiers  to  civil  life.  An  idea 
grew  out  of  this  meeting  to  organize  the  ex-service 
men  into  some  kind  of  an  organization  that  would  fur- 
ther the  cause  of  satisfactory  adjustment  for  the  re- 
turning soldier.  On  the  strength  of  this  idea  a  meeting 
consisting  of  an  equal  number  of  officers  and  enlisted 
men  was  called  in  March  at  Paris.  This  caucus  created 
the  American  Legion. 

The  first  state  convention  in  Illinois,  was  held  at 
Peoria,  October  17th  and  18th,  1919.  This  convention 
created  a  permanent  state  organization  and  elected 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  which  was  called 
in  the  meantime  by  a  national  caucus  held  at  St.  Louis 
in  May. 

The  first  national  convention  met  in  Minneapolis, 
Nov.  10,  1919.  A  constitution  was  adopted,  elected  offi- 
cers and  designated  Indianapolis  as  national  headquar- 
ters. The  national  officers  elected  were,  a  national 
Commander,  national  Adjutant,  national  Finance  Offi- 
cer and  a  national  Chaplain. 

The  purpose  of  the  American  Legion  as  set  forth 
in  the  preamble  to  its  constitution  is:  "For  God  and 
country  we  associate  ourselves  together  for  the  follow- 
ing purposes :  To  uphold  and  defend  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  maintain  law  and  or- 
der; to  foster  and  perpetuate  a  100  per  cent  American- 
ism ;  to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  as- 
sociation in  the  Great  War;  to  inculcate  a  sense  of  in- 
dividual obligation  to  State  and  Nation ;  to  combat  the 
autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses,  promote 
peace  and  good  will  on  earth,  to  safeguard  and  trans- 
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mit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy ;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 
by  our  devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness." 

With  these  high  principles  at  heart  the  first  post 
of  the  American  Legion  in  Fayette  county  was  organ- 
ized at  Vandalia,  August  2,  1919.  Posts  were  later  or- 
ganized at  Farina,  St.  Elmo  and  Ramsey. 


Crawford-Hale  Post  (Vandalia) 


The  Crawford-Hale  Post  of  the  American  Legion 
was  organized  at  Vandalia  on  August  2,  1919,  in  the 
court  house.  Previous  to  this  meeting  circulars  had 
been  sent  over  the  county  signed  by  Will  M.  Albert 
calling  the  meeting.  A  temporary  organization  was 
perfected  and  Fred  Easterday  was  elected  Chairman 
and  Will  M.  Albert  was  elected  Secretary.  Joseph  B. 
McGlynn  of  East  St.  Louis  was  present  at  the  meeting 
and  assisted  in  the  organization. 

The  name  for  the  organization  was  chosen  by  a 
committee  consisting  of  Glen  O.  Walters,  Fred  A. 
Meyers  and  Clinton  E.  Dillon  and  the  name  decided  up- 
on was  The  Crawford-Hale  Post  in  honor  of  Edward 
B.  Hale  the  first  Fayette  county  man  to  die  in  the  serv- 
ice, and  Lewis  C.  Crawford,  the  first  Fayette  county 
man  to  lose  his  life  in  France.  At  this  meeting  Fred 
Easterday  was  elected  Post  Commander  and  Will  M. 
Albert,  Adjutant. 

There  were  fifty  charter  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion. The  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  court  house 
and  were  well  attended.  On  the  13th  of  April,  1920. 
the  Post  secured  for  club  rooms  the  rooms  in  the  Kelly 
block  and  from  receipts  from  dances  and  entertain- 
ments secured  a  pool  table  and  a  billiard  table  and  oth- 
erwise fitted  out  the  room  for  club  purposes  including 
new  furniture  and  electric  lighting  fixtures. 

List  of  Charter  Members 
Crawford-Hale  Post  American  Legion 

Will  M.  Albert  Fred  A.  Meyers 

Fred  G.  W.  Easterday  Henry  0.  Dom 

Frank  Lovett  Hugh  Kirkman 
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Jerry  Bolt 
Walter  F.  Boye 
Lester  B.  Filer 
Clayton  Frailey 
Theodore  Depew 
Walter  E.  Sheppard 
L.  E.  Wilson 
Albert  J.   Lemke 
Cameron  B.  Withers 
Ross  Carson 
Clinton  E.  Dillon 
Pearle  M.  Durbin 
Harry  M.  Starnes 
Dan  Schilling 
F.  P.  Feery 
Virgil  Van  Winkle 
Charles  R.  Hausmann 
William  Raymond  Leever 
John  M.  Bingaman 
Dan  Reeter 
Kelly  Roe 
Frank  M.  Denny 


James  H.  Hale 
James  C.  Cunningham 
Walter  Weaver 
Harold  Emerick 
Eugene  Ireland 
Glen  O.  Walter 
William  F.  Mattes  Jr. 
Fred  Turney 
Selby  T.  Oldham 
William  E.  Hankins 
Bert  Van  Zandt 
James  A.  Burcham 
Donald  Smith 
Charles  E.  Segrest 
C.  W.  Turner 
Harold  Ivan  Mitchell 
Archie  A.  Oglesby 
Benjamin  Lipsey 
H.  G.  Walton 
Charles  L.  Hammer 
Clifford  E  Kirk 
Rollo  Rantz 


Delmar  Wehe  Post  (Farina) 


The  Delmar  Wehe  Post  American  Legion,  No.  411, 
was  organized  temporarily  on  November  20,  1919,  by 
twenty-  ex-service  men.  Geo.  L.  Fender  was  elected 
temporary  Commander  and  Levi  G.  Jones  temporary 
Adjutant.  During  the  next  few  days  twenty-five  more 
names  were  added  to  the  list  making  a  total  of  fifty 
charter  members.  The  post  was  named  the  Delmar 
Wehe  Post  in  honor  of  Delmar  Wehe,  the  only  man 
from  the  community  to  die  in  overseas  service.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  charter  members  of  the  Post: 


John  G.  Hopldt 
Ray  H.  Keene 
James  L.  Jenkins 
James  L.  Gammon 
Vance  L.  Brasel 
Frank  M.  Vincent 


Clifford  P.  Vincent 
Leo  Kelso  Kelly 
Dr.  L.  C.  Bassett 
Dr.  H.  A.  Baughman 
Lewis  E.  Hanbaum 
Ewald  Washholz 
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Dr.  F.  M.  Phillips  W.  H.  Milne 

Charles  A.  Bee  Charles  C.  Schatz 

Edward  Strullmeyer  Leo  Shatz 

Albert  Strullmeyer  Levi  G.  Jones 

George  L.  Fender  George  W.  Jarhouse 

Otto  E.  Baumann  Henry  Hohedt 

Russel  Seageser  Virgil  C.  Wehe 

George  Gherhardt  Lacey  J.  Roberts 

Iva  D.  Combs  Myron  Craig 

Charles  M.  Hildebrand  John  Barber 

Richard  Holson  Ernest  Ruben 

Arnold  O.  Irish  William  Dippold 

Edward  R.  Dillon  Rudolph  Soldner 

Barney  Hollingshead  Otto  Meyer 

Fred  Berhardt  Arthur  Borcheldt 

Ruben  C.  McCormick  Leroy  Crandall 

Shirley  Rogers  Raymond  Soldner 

Haron  C.  Vint  Raswell  Seager 
Emil   De  Werff 

Permanent  officers  elected  were: 

Commander — George  L.  Fender 
Vice  Commander — H.  A.  Baughman 
Adjutant — Levi  G.  Jones 
Finance  Officer — Dr.  L.  C.  Bassett 
Chaplain — Lewis  E.  Hanbaum 
Sergt.   at  Arms — Frank   M.   Vincent 


Weakly-Rowland    Post    (St.    Elmo) 


This  Post  was  organized  in    January  1920,    the 
charter  being  dated  January  10th,  1920.     The  follow- 
ing names  appear  on  same : 
A.  N.  Berndt  E.  W.  Muma 

A.  L.  Ragel  F.  E.  Miller 

W.  F.  Askins  E.  H.  Parks 

W.  E.  Schaub  R.  H.  Rexwinkle 

W.  R.  Satterlee  M.  E.  Sapp 

Clarence  Shepard  E.  L,  Greider 

W.  D.  Kelly  Albert  Sapp 

H.  E.  Weakly  V.  A.  Price 

L.  A.  Rader  R.  F.  Jones 
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P.  J.  Kramer  L.  K.  Wiseman 

Lewis  Miller  J.  M.  Hensley 

Harold  Eyestone  Olin  Muma 

J.  E.  Orr  E.  G.  Orr 

E.  W.  Jones  L.  E.  Johnston 

Clyde  H.  Sefton  R.  C.  Ebelmesser 

J.  W.  Bail  Earl  Swarm 

C.  E.  Tucker  L.  W.  Pyatt 

Roy  Pyatt  Roy  Feller 

E.  F.  Stice  E.  S.  Paradee 

C.  C.  Niemeier  H.  J.  Rush 

The  name  of  this  Post  is  Weakly-Rowland  Post, 
No.  420,  named  in  honor  of  John  Weakly,  who  died  in 
France  and  is  now  resting  in  a  cemetery  at  Moweaqua, 
111.,  and  Fred  Rowland,  who  was  killed  in  action  in 
France, -and  who  is  now  buried  in  Fayette  county  at 
the  New  Liberty  Cemetery. 

The  first  officers  were: — 

Post  Commander — A.  N.  Berndt 
Vice  Commander — F.  E.  Miller 
Finance  Officer — E.  W.  Muma 
Adjutant — V.  A.  Price 
Sergtf.  at  Arms — Aubrey  Bolds 
Chaplain — R.  F.  Jones 
Historian — Earl  Greider 
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